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about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod
with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (EPH.
6:14-17). The same apostle teaches us, “For the weapons of our warfare are not car-
nal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds” (2 COR. 10:4).

Let’s have no illusions. The strong holds of Satan are binding countless millions to
Christ-less graves. How many of us are prepared to stand ready in the trenches of
God, prepared and armoured to assault the citadel of sin? We should not delude
ourselves by grandiose thoughts of our strength. In the days of the so-called pristine
purity of the Church, when Paul was experiencing the punitive measures brought
against him by the power of the Roman authority, he was constrained to write, “At
my first answer no man stood with me, but all forsook me: I pray God that it may
not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthen-
ed me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles
might hear.” (2 TIM. 4:16, 17).

What a tragedy if Christ has to say to us, “You did not stand by me. I shed my
blood to bring you the word of God. Why were you not ready?’’ Be instant!

’ In season, out of season

I well remember my grandmother saying, ‘““You must never eat pork unless there is
an ‘R’ in the month.” (This, of course, excluded the months of May, June, July and
August). The pork, in her estimation, was then ‘out of season,” and one could
presumably expect dire gastronomical effects if one ate it. This is a crude example
but you will get the idea. We live our lives according to the premise that there is a
time or a season for doing some things, and that such things must not be attempted
if the time or season is not right.

According to the teaching of Paul, the above is not the case relative to the
preaching of the gospel. We know and understand that some seasons are
‘convenient’, others are ‘difficult’. When Paul commented to the Corinthians on the
absence of Apollos, he said, “As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him
to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not to come at this time: but he
will come when he shall have convenient time.” (1 COR. 16:12). Apollos, evidently,
would choose the convenient time. In contrast, Paul reminds us about the difficult
‘times, “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” (2 TIM.

3:1). In the very next verse to the one we are considering, Paul indicates a time
which some would consider to be an ‘out of season’ time, “For the time will come

when they will not endure sound doctrine . . . they shall turn away their ears from
the truth.” (2 TIM. 4:3, 4). What are we to do at such times? Stop preaching the
word? Paul doesn't think so, because he says to Timothy, ‘“make full proof of thy
ministry.” (v5). This undoubtedly would include ministering the word.

What then is Paul saying? I believe him to be saying, ‘‘Assault Satan with the
word whether or not the season be easy, convenient, difficult, or even perilous.” In
Paul’s mind there is never the conception of a time when the word should not be
preached, and his message resounds down the corridors of time until it strikes our
ears like the sound of a trumpet with a certain sound, “‘Preach the word be instant
in season, out of season.” I pray to God that every Christian, with God's help, will
find it possible to do just that.

(All questions please to Alf Marsden, 377 Billinge Road, Hightield, Wigan,
Lancs.).



