
  

ACTS INTRODUCTION.



  

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.
DO THE MEMORY WORK.

TAKE THE TESTS.

BRING YOUR BIBLE.
PAY ATTENTION.

TAKE NOTES.
STUDY YOUR NOTES.

ACTS INTRODUCTION.
Revised and Updated 2016



  

ACTS INTRODUCTION.

READ THE TEXT 
BEFORE HAND.

CATCH UP ON MISSING 
CLASSES IF YOU CAN.

REMEMBER 2 TIM 2:15-16;

“ You have known the Holy Scriptures since you 
were a child. The Scriptures are able to make you 

wise for salvation through believing in Christ Jesus. 
 16.  Every Scripture is inspired by God and useful 

for teaching, for proving wrong, for correcting 
errors, and for training people to be right with God.”



  

ACTS INTRODUCTION.

GOALS FOR THE COURSE.
UNDERSTAND THE PLACES

AND IMPORTANCE OF
THE SPREAD OF GOSPEL.

THE CASES OF CONVERSION
AS THE CHURCH GREW.

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IN THE EARLY CHURCH.



  

Understand the big picture!
The two Covenants:- 

The Old Testament and New Testament.



  

ACTS INTRODUCTION

MAKE PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS.

SEE THE LOVE.
BENEVOLENCE.

COURAGE. 

SEE THE SPIRITUALITY,
AND EVANGELIST ZEAL.



  

ACTS INTRODUCTION
TO APPRECIATE THE ESTABLISHMENT AND 

GROWTH OF THE EARLY CHURCH / THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD ON EARTH AND WHY?

UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE BECAME 
CHRISTIANS IN THE 1st CENTURY?

TO SEE JESUS AS KING AND THE 
BEGINNING OF THE NEW KINGDOM 

OF GOD AND TO SEE 
THE GROWTH OF THAT KINGDOM?

CAN WE FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE TODAY?



  

Overview of Acts

Summary:-
The story of Christians 

from the resurrection of Christ 
to the first missionary efforts primarily 

by Peter and Paul the Apostles.

Written by Luke.



  

Overview of Acts.
TITLE.

AUTHOR.
DATE PERIOD & CHRONOLOGY.

APPARENT PURPOSES.

SEVERAL WAYS OF ANALYSING ACTS.
We should bear in mind that when we speak of

'analysing' any book in the Bible we speak of something 
purely arbitrary...something which is a matter of personal 
preference or choice.... since there NO  inspired outline

or analysis has been provided for any of the books.

SEVERAL OUTLINES.



  

Overview of Acts.
Acts is often called Luke, Volume 2

 It completes the
 “Pentateuch of the New Testament.”

Regarded by many as the most
  exciting and relevant book for the

  current believer, it is, indeed, one of
  the most rewarding and instructive.

Acts is both history and theology. 



  

Overview of Acts.
Most common title!

THE ACTS 
OF THE APOSTLES.

The Title was man made not God 
inspired.  Some have said that the 

book of Acts would better be named:-

“Some of the Acts of some of the 
Apostles” or “Acts of the Holy Spirit.”



  

The traditional title of this book is, in some respects, 
a misnomer: it primarily deals with the "acts" of:- 

 Peter (Chapters 1-12) and 
 Paul (Chapters 13-28). 

Jesus had indicated that the next phase of 
God's program would be “The Comforter's!”

“Acts of the Apostles”.

It really should be called 
"The Acts of the Holy Spirit. 

in the establishment and growth of God’s kingdom"



  

Overview of Acts.

Most accurate TITLE?
Some of the ACTS 

of some of the APOSTLES.

According to verse 1 the author 
describes himself as having

written a former book.  

An examination and comparison to
 the book of Luke indicates that Luke 

was the author of both books. 



  

There are movements in the narrative from 
the 3rd person to the first person plural – 

where the author moves from "them" to "us." 
There are three such sections

Author Was a Companion of Paul.



  

Author Was a Companion of Paul.
Luke was a companion of Paul and describes 

himself as being an eyewitness 
to some of this by using the pronoun 

“We” such as in 16:10-13;.

Tradition has him a native of Antioch in Syria though 
it seems Paul first met him on his third missionary 

journey at Troas on the western coast of Asia Minor 
(Turkey) on the Adriatic Sea (Acts 16). 

From that point until Paul leaves Philippi and 
Macedonia to go to Achaia, the narrative speaks

of Paul and his companions as “we.”



  

He rejoins Paul and his companions later when 
they return through Macedonia (Acts 20;) 

collecting the gifts of the Gentile churches. 

They take the gifts to the churches of Judea 
to help combat the effects of the predicted famine.

 (Acts 11:27-30; Galatians 2:9-10; 
2 Corinthians 8 & 9; Romans 15:26-27;). 

Author Was a Companion of Paul.



  

Overview of Acts.
He travels with Paul and his other companions 
to Jerusalem on this mission and is with Paul

 during his imprisonment at Caesarea.  

He then travelled with Paul when Paul 
went as a prisoner to Rome.

In Colossians 4:14; Luke is described 
as "the beloved physician" 

and is with Paul in his imprisonment in Rome. 
In 2 Timothy 4:11; Luke is the only one 

who is still with Paul. (Philemon 24;)



  

Overview of Acts.

There is no serious doubt among Bible scholars and 
historians that the human author of this book of 

early church and apostolic history was Luke.

He was the beloved physician, constant companion 
of the Apostle Paul and author of the gospel of Luke.



  

Overview of Acts.

AUTHOR? ALMOST UNANIMOUS CONCLUSION,
LUKE and THE HOLY SPIRIT!

SOME INTERESTING THINGS ABOUT LUKE!
HE WAS PROBABLY A GENTILE.

HE WAS A DOCTOR.

HE WAS AN 
ACCURATE HISTORIAN.



  

Overview of Acts.
LUKE’S PHYSICAL REMAINS?

A marble lead-lined sarcophagus or coffin 
containing bones of a skeleton and two teeth, but 

with the skull missing has been identified with
high probability as those of Luke the physician, 

evangelist and historian. 

Luke’s Teeth?Luke’s Teeth?



  

Luke was probably a Syrian.
Analysis of the DNA of the teeth suggests that 

its owner came from the region of Antioch, Luke’s 
purported home area, and was a Syrian, not a Greek. 

Analysis and carbon dating of 
the bones indicate that the 

remains were of a male of about 
84-86 years who died between 

72 AD and 416 AD. 

Luke is thought to have died 
in Thebes or Patras, Greece 

in about 150 AD.



  

Luke was probably a Syrian.
His body was taken to Constantinople in 338 AD 

and later moved to Padua, Italy. The location 
of the skull is known and has been found 

to fit the top of the spine exactly. 

There are other evidences that 
we will not go into here. 

But if you are interested in 
reading further on the subject, 

please go to this web site:-

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/

2001/10/21/wluke21.xml



  

Luke was a physician and historian who was in the 
Land of Israel at least two years staying near Paul 

when Paul was in the jail at Caesarea. 

He had ample time to research the facts of 
the gospel story since most of the eyewitnesses 

of the events were still alive and living in Palestine.

Luke the physician and historian.

He was also a prophet, his writing is quoted as 
“scripture” by Paul. (1 Timothy 5:18; Luke 10:7;).



  

The Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts
 are written as companion volumes. 

They are part one and part two of the work of Jesus. 

Luke the Author of Acts.

This two-volume set makes up 28% 
of the entire New Testament – 

more than all of the letters of Paul combined.



  

At the beginning of his gospel narrative, Luke states 
that he had used a number of sources in gathering 

his material to write. (Luke 1:1-4;)
While he was an eye-witness of many of the incidents 
which took place later in the book, he makes no claim 

to having been an eye-witness of those events 
portrayed in the first half of the book.

It is evident that the sermons recorded in the book of Acts 
are edited versions in the same way that the sermons 

of Jesus in Luke were edited in order 
to fit in with the author's purpose in writing.

SOURCES OF THE BOOK OF ACTS.

When we study the Gospel of Luke, we have three 
other gospel accounts with which to compare the writing. 
In the case of Acts, most of the material is unique.



  

Pre-Trial Documents?
Roman law required written documents, containing 

all the pertinent background regarding a case, to 
precede an appellant's appearance before Caesar. 

To compile a comprehensive history of the facts 
surrounding Paul's appeal to Caesar was an 

expensive undertaking, and some assume that the 
official known as Theophilus was Luke's sponsor.

SOURCES OF THE BOOK OF ACTS.

There are some scholars who suspect 
that the two volumes penned by Luke 

were to comply with those requirements. 



  

Acts written to and for Theophilus.
He addresses both his gospel and the Book of Acts 

to a man who seems to have had some 
political authority or was a member 

of the nobility of Greece, Rome or Syria. 

An early tradition has him 
the governor of Achaia.  

That he was a person in some 
position of power is indicated 

by the phrase by which 
Luke addresses him, 

“Most Excellent Theophilus” in 
Luke 1:3; 

See Acts 24:3; and 26:25;



  

“Theophilus” is a Greek word that means 
“One Who Loves God.”  

That fact has led some to believe that 
Luke is actually addressing his two letters

 to every person who loves God.

It is certain that only the person who loves God 
will want to believe and obey Him.

It is also obvious that the book had an intended 
readership beyond a single individual.

Acts written to and for Theophilus.



  

WHO RECEIVED THE BOOK?

The Early Christians,
and for 

every Christian 
in all generations!



  

Overview of Acts.
Acts is demonstrated by its unity

 to be the work of one author. 

It is unified by diction and style and 
by the leading ideas throughout; 

its doctrinal unity is rarely questioned.

Let us look now at  the:-
DATE OF WRITING?

PURPOSE OF THE BOOK?
HISTORICAL PERIOD COVERED?

AND CHRONOLOGY?



  

DATE OF WRITING?

49 A.D. Emperor Claudius issues an edict banning 
all Jews from Rome. (Acts 18:2;)

59 A.D. Porcius Festus takes the office of Procurator 
of Judea (Acts 24:27;). Paul has already 

been imprisoned in Caesarea for two years.

Luke speaks about:-
45 AD. King AGRIPPA DIED suddenly. Acts 12:20-23; 

46 AD. A FAMINE. Acts 11:28; 

51 A.D. Gallio appointed as proconsul of Achaia 
for a one-year term (Acts 18:12-17;)



  

Acts 1:19; Speaks of Jerusalem as though
 it has not yet been  destroyed.  

Scofield believes that this book covers
 the first 32 years after the death of Christ.

We would conclude that the book 
was written around 62- to 64 A.D.

DATE OF WRITING?

The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD was 
such an important event and had such an impact 

on the Jews that had it already happened 
Luke would have mentioned it in the book.

Paul had not yet been killed and temple 
not recorded as being destroyed. 



  

Acts is a Book of Victory.
This book ought to be a trail of tears. It contains 
every sort of persecution and problem. But that 
is not the tone of the book. It is a book of victory.

It is a book about men - about their mistakes as well 
as their successes. It records their discouragements 

and their doubts as well as their victories.

There is a principle here. The great problem is not 
being discouraged - it is not STAYING discouraged. 

Acts is a book about learning to get back up.

Character of the book of Acts.



  

The book of Acts does not picture Christians with 
halo’s. There are no stained-glass saints. Luke 

tells us about Christians the way they really are. 

We see the arguments that divided Christians. 
We see all of their failings. That is good because

it means that if God can work with them, 
then He can work with us, also.

Yet despite all the problems, 
challenges and human frailties.

Character of the book of Acts.



  

THEY LOVED EACH OTHER.
THEY WERE EVANGELISTIC.

THEY WERE PEOPLE OF PRAYER.
THEY RECEIVED THE WORD GLADLY.

THEY SHINED AS LIGHTS.
THEY SPOKE THE TRUTH.

THEY WEPT WHEN HAD TO PART.
THEY WORSHIPPED GOD WITH JOY.

THE EARLY CHRISTIANS
were 

COMPLETELY DEDICATED.

Character of the book of Acts.



  

THEY EVEN REJOICED TO SUFFER
FOR THE NAME OF CHRIST.

THEY OBEYED GOD.
THEY WERE FILLED WITH JOY.

THEY WERE SIMPLY CHRISTIANS.

Character of the book of Acts.



  

HISTORICAL PERIOD COVERED?

From the ascension of Christ, (33 A.D.)
to Paul's second year in prison. (62-63 A.D.).

“He lived there two whole years at his own expense 
 welcomed all who came to him, 

preaching the kingdom of God and teaching 
bout the lord Jesus Christ 

quite openly and unhindered.” Acts 28:30;

IN THE BOOK OF ACTS 
APPROXIMATELY 29 TO 30 YEARS!



  

ROMAN EMPERORS
During the time of writing.

TIBERIUS.  (14-37 A.D.)
CALIGULA. (37-41 A.D.)
CLAUDIUS. (41-54 A.D.)

NERO. (54-68 A.D.)



  

Luke 1:2; “They used as their source material 
the reports circulating among us from the early 
disciples and other eyewitnesses of what God 

has done in fulfillment of His promises.”

In the book of Acts we see Prophecies fulfilled.

Importance of the book of Acts.

Fulfillment, complete, accomplished, 
fully understood, something to come to fulfillment

 seen from the work of the early prophets.



  

Luke 24:44-45; “Then he said, "When I was with you 
before, I told you that everything written about me 

by Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms 
must all come true." Then he opened their minds 

to understand these many Scriptures.”

Importance of the book of Acts.

“So a time was set, and on that day a large number of people 
came to Paul's house. He told them about the Kingdom 

of God and taught them about Jesus from the Scriptures,
from the five books of Moses and the books of the prophets. 

He began lecturing in the morning 
and went on into the evening.”    Acts 28:23;Acts 28:23;

From the beginning of Luke writing until the end of 
his writing he shows how Jesus fulfilled prophecy, 

God has come to reign in His Kingdom Jesus is King. 



  

Acts shows the Plan or Purpose of God in History 
Luke 7:30; “But the Pharisees and experts in 

religious law had rejected God's plan for them, 
for they had refused John's baptism.” 

Acts 2:23-24; “But you followed God's prearranged 
plan. With the help of lawless Gentiles,

you nailed him to the cross and murdered him.” 
God’s set PURPOSE / PLAN/ WILL.

  Acts 4:27-28; “That is what has happened here in this city! 
For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, 
and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus, your 

holy servant, whom you anointed.  In fact, everything they did 
occurred according to your eternal will and plan.”   

 Despite their actions God’s plan /Will took take place.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Acts 5:35; “Then he addressed his colleagues 
as follows: "Men of Israel, take care what 

you are planning to do to these men!”  

Acts 2:38-39; "So my advice is, leave these men 
alone. If they are teaching and doing these things 
merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown. 

  But if it is of God, you will not be able to stop them. 
You may even find yourselves fighting against God."

God had a plan for the whole world and 
in the gospels and Acts we see it come to fruition.

 We see history become reality.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

In Acts we see revealed
 the GOOD NEWS of the KINGDOM.

In Luke we see the verb to preach 10 times
In Acts 50 times.

Luke 4:43; “But he replied, "I must preach 
the Good News of the Kingdom of God 

in other places, too, because that is why I was sent." 

Acts 8:12; “But now the people believed 
Philip's message of Good News concerning the 
Kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ. 

As a result, many men and women were baptized.”

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Acts 20:24-25; “But my life is worth nothing unless 
I use it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord 

Jesus, the work of telling others the Good News 
about God's wonderful kindness and love.  "And 

now I know that none of you to whom I have 
preached the Kingdom will ever see me again.” 

Luke begins and ends with the message 
of Christ Ruling in His kingdom.

Luke 1:32-33;  “He will be very great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God 

will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 
And he will reign over Israel forever; 

His Kingdom will never end!"

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Luke 23: 50-51; “Now there was a good and 
righteous man named Joseph. He was a member 
of the Jewish high council, but he had not agreed 
with the decision and actions of the other religious 

leaders. He was from the town of Arimathea
 in Judea, and he had been waiting 
for the Kingdom of God to come. 

 Acts 1:3; “During the forty days after 
His crucifixion, He appeared to the apostles 

from time to time and proved to them in many ways 
that he was actually alive. On these occasions 
He talked to them about the Kingdom of God.”

Jesus taught about the kingdom in these 40 days.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

 Acts 28:30; “For the next two years, Paul lived in his 
own rented house. He welcomed all who visited him, 

 31. proclaiming the Kingdom of God with all 
boldness and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And no one tried to stop him.”

Paul even under house arrest continues to preach 
and teach the good news for both Jew and Gentile 
that the kingdom has come Jesus is reigning now 

as king as God said He would. 

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

In Acts the gospel, the good news for both Jew and 
Gentile also has to do with Jesus Resurrection. 

Acts 8:12; “But now the people believed Philip's 
message of Good News concerning the Kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ. As a result, 

many men and women were baptized.”

Acts 8:35; “So Philip began with this same Scripture 
and then used many others to tell him 

the Good News about Jesus.”

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Acts 10:36; “I'm sure you have heard about the Good 
News for the people of Israel, that there is peace 

with God through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.” 

Acts 11:19-20; “Meanwhile, the believers who had fled 
from Jerusalem during the persecution after Stephen's death 
travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria.” 

“They preached the Good News, but only to Jews. 
 20.  However, some of the believers who 

went to Antioch from Cyprus and Cyrene began 
preaching to Gentiles about the Lord Jesus.”

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Acts 13:32;  "And now Barnabas and I are here 
to bring you this Good News. God's promise 

to our ancestors has come true in our own time.” 

Acts 17:18;  “He also had a debate with some of 
the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers. When he told 

them about Jesus and his resurrection, they said, 
"This babbler has picked up some strange ideas." 
Others said, "He's pushing some foreign religion."

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

In  Luke’s writing the GOSPEL is GOOD NEWS 
Jesus reigning in His kingdom 

is at the heart of this good news.
In Acts the WORD OF GOD appears 13 times.
The WORD OF THE LORD appears 10 times.

The WORD appears 13 times.
The WORD OF HIS GRACE appears 2 times.

The WORD OF HIS SALVATION appears 1 time.

40 times all together we see God is concerned 
with the preaching of the word or Christ’s gospel.

God is concerned about the preaching of the 
Kingdom / the Resurrection/ and word of God.

Jesus is KING and reigning in His Kingdom Today.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

If this one work makes up over one-fourth 
of the content of the New Testament, 

the principle of proportion alone tells us
that it must be very important material.

The Book of Acts tells us of the dramatic and radical 
change which took place in the attitudes and actions 

of the disciples. At the end of the gospels, these 
same disciples were afraid and in hiding. They were 
doubtful and denying and despairing of any hope.

Acts (combined with the Gospel of Luke) makes up 
over one-fourth of the entire New Testament. 
Luke/Acts is really one work in two volumes.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Acts fills in the gap between 
the Gospels and the Letters.

But something changed. They went on to stand 
before priests and princes and kings, boldly 

asserting the fact of the resurrection of Christ.

Importance of the book of acts.



  

In Luke 2:21-38; “30 I have seen the Saviour  
you have given to all people. 32.  

He is a light to reveal God to the nations,
and he is the glory of your people Israel!"

Luke 24:46. “And he said, "Yes, it was written 
long ago that the Messiah must suffer and die and 

rise again from the dead on the third day. 47. 
With my authority, take this message of repentance 

to all the nations, beginning in Jerusalem: 
'There is forgiveness of sins for all who turn to me.’” 

Luke tells us how IMPORTANT 
the GOSPEL is for BOTH Jew and Gentile.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Acts 1:8; “But when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, you will receive power and will tell people about 

me everywhere, in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, 
in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 13:46; “Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out 
boldly and declared, "It was necessary that this 

Good News from God be given first to you Jews. 
But since you have rejected it and judged 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life-well, 

we will offer it to Gentiles.” 

Acts 28:28;  “So I want you to realize that this 
salvation from God is also available to the Gentiles, 

and they will accept it."

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

God raises Jesus /  God is at work in the life of His 
people / God initiated and directs mission activity.

Luke tells us about All Jesus began to do and teach 
and in Acts continues to do and teach. 

In Acts over 20 times what Jesus did in the church.

Luke highlights that God is Active.
In Luke 15 times, Acts 50 times Holy Spirit 

is spoken of as working.  Luke is aware God
 is acting in ministry of Jesus in the church.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Luke wants to present the model church. 
Ideal to be approximated 

Not always right but what differences,
lying members, would not reach out to gentiles,

 not restored with all its flaws.

But we can find guidance from studying 
how the church was in the first century.

The work of Jesus has Historical roots in the Mind 
of God / promises and prophecies that were fulfilled 

continue to be of value to Acts 1:11;  3:19-21; 
Jesus will remain in heaven until 

He is ready to take us home. 1 Cor 15:24;

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Community Concerned for each other.
Community  demonstrating 
their Dependency on God.

Community Willing to suffer /sacrifice.

If we accept Christ we are part of the Kingdom
Now and also in the future.

The church in Acts was a:-
Community which was multicultural.

Community Active in proclaiming the gospel.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

The Book of Acts supplies us with some excellent 
examples of the apostolic preaching of the gospel. 

Gospel preaching is modelled in Acts. 

If we would follow the example of the apostles 
in proclaiming the gospel, then 

we will learn from Acts how it is done.

The Book of Acts provides us with a historical 
background for many of the churches which are 
dealt with in the Epistles of the New Testament. 

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

The Book of Acts relates to us the way in 
which the Holy Spirit worked and empowered 

the foundations of the church. 

Jesus said, "I will build My church" the book 
of Acts relates the fulfilment of that promise.

This book also relates the fulfilment 
of our Lord's promises to His Apostles 

concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit 
and His ministry in the world.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

It is in this regard that the book of Acts 
has become something of a battleground. 

Charismatic Christians wish to take all the workings 
of God as found in this book and make them 

normative, insisting that God 
must always work in the same manner today. 

Many Non-charismatics go to the other extreme 
to insist that God today is doing nothing 

in the way in which He was originally working.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

Another purpose of the book of Acts 
is defence of the apostleship of Paul.

If you were to read the Gospels and then 
to move directly into the epistles 

without any knowledge of the book of Acts. 

You would wonder who is this Paul and what 
gives him to right to speak with such authority.

Importance of the book of Acts.



  

The Book of Acts describes how God used Israel 
to bring the gospel to the Gentiles, 

but in a way no one would have expected.

It was not the obedience of Israel 
that brought the gospel to the Gentiles. 

Rather, it was the disobedience of Israel which 
resulted in the gospel going out to the world. 

 Indeed, it was at the insistence of the Jews 
that Paul was arrested and given 

a free mission trip at state expense to Rome,
where he could proclaim the gospel.

Importance of the book of acts.



  

The Book of Acts is evangelistic in tone.
The King and His Kingdom have come. 

In studying the CONVERSION STORIES, 
we see how different sorts of people, 

at varying stages of spiritual awareness, 
responded to the Gospel.   

Importance of the book of acts.

We note in particular that the things required
 of them to respond to the gospel of grace, 

corresponded with their individual conditions.



  

1 . Preparation for witness
2. Pentecost  conversions.
3  . Further conversions and the arrest of Peter and John
4-7. Persecution as the result of the activity of the Church in 

Jerusalem.
8.      Philip and the Samaritans... the Ethiopian Eunuch
9.      Saul's conversion.

Evangelism in Acts.

10-11. Conversion of the Roman Centurian.
12.    Persecution by Herod.  His death.
13-14. 1st Missionary Journey.
15. Controversy concerning the Law.
16. 2nd Missionary Journey.  

Philippi and the conversions of Lydia and the Jailor.

17.  Thessalonians and Bereans.
18.  Conversions at Corinth.
18:22-19:20. 3rd Missionary Journey.
         Conversions at Ephesus.
20-26. Paul's final journey to Jerusalem and what happened. 
27-28. Journey to Rome.



  

SHORT OUTLINE.

Acts Chapters 10-28;
 Paul is Prominent.

Acts Chapters 1-9;  
Peter is Prominent.



  

Note the Parallels.

PETER.                               
           

Sermon ch.2.
Lame man Healed. 3.
Before the Council. 4        
       
Influence. 5.
Defeats a Sorcerer. 8.       
        
Dorcas raised. 9.
Worshipped. 10.
Imprisoned. 12.

PAUL.
Sermon  ch.13.
Lame man Healed. 14.
Before the Council. 23.
Influence. 19.
Defeats a Sorcerer. 13.
Eutychus raised.  20.
Worshipped. 14.
Imprisoned. 16.



  

SHORT OUTLINE.



  

SHORT OUTLINE.



  

SHORT OUTLINE.



  

SHORT OUTLINE.



  

SHORT OUTLINE.



  

AN APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY?

A.D. 35 Stoning of Stephen.
Dispersion of the church. Chapters 7 – 8;

A.D. 33 Establishment of the church 
in Jerusalem. Chapters 1 – 6;

A.D. 35 Conversion of Saul.  Chapter 9;

A.D. 38 Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem 
after his Conversion. Chapter 9;

A.D. 40 Conversion of Cornelius
the Gentile. Chapter 10;



  

AN APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY?

A.D. 44. Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem.
 Chapter 12;

A.D. 42. Reception of the  Gentiles 
into the church at Antioch. Chapter 11;

A.D. 45-48. First evangelistic journey.
 (Paul and Barnabas.) Chapters 13 - 14;

A.D. 50. Meeting at Jerusalem.
Chapter 15;

A.D. 50-53. Second evangelistic journey.
 (Paul and Silas.) Chapters 16-18;



  

AN APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY?

A.D. 58. Paul reached Jerusalem.
Chapters 20 - 23;

A.D. 54-57. Third evangelistic journey.
(Paul.) Chapters 19 - 20;

A.D. 58-60. Paul in Caesarea.
Chapters 24 - 26;

A.D. 60-61. Paul’s voyage to Rome.
Chapters 27 - 28;

A.D. 61-63. Paul in  Rome for two years.
Chapter 28;



  

AN APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY?



  

AN APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY?



  

AN APPROXIMATE CHRONOLOGY?



  

THE CHURCH.
ITS ESTABLISHMENT. 

ITS SIMPLE ORGANISATION.
ITS WORSHIP.
ITS GROWTH.

Acts Introduction.



  

Section. Conflict. Triumph.
1:1;- 6:7; Persecution. Gospel Preached.

Hypocrisy. Discipline. / fear.
Multitudes added.

Descrimination. Disciples multiplied 
greatly. / Priests added.

6:8; - 9:31; Persecution by Saul Saul’s conversion.
Peace /Edified 

/Multiplied.

9:32;-12:24; Herod kills James.
Imprisons Peter.

God kills Herod.
/Frees Peter/Word Grew 

and multiplied

12:25;-18:5; Jealous Jews       
stir up problems.       
    / Paul Stoned.        
   /Jewish Christians
 try to bind the law.

Congregations 
strengthened in faith         

and increased 
in number daily.



  

Section. Conflict. Triumph.
16:6;-19:20; Paul and Silas 

imprisoned under false 
charges.           /Jealous 
Jews stir up problems.   

         /Athens Divine 
wisdom versus Human 

Wisdom.

Word of the Lord 
grew mightily and 

prevailed.

19:21;-28:21; Riot in Ephesus./ Paul 
warned of Danger in 

Jerusalem./ Jews seize 
Paul to kill him./ Paul 
on trial in Caesarea./ 
His shipwreck and 

bitten by viper./  Paul 
imprisoned in Rome.

Paul’s opportunity 
to speak the gospel 
to Rulers & guards./  

He preached the 
Kingdom of God and 

the Lord Jesus 
Christ with 

confidence, no one 
forbidding him!



  

ACTS:- HISTORY OF THE EARLY CHURCH.
BEGINNING OF THE AGE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN.

LETTERS ROMANS – JUDE. 
HOW TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN.

GUIDANCE ON ORGANISING 
THE CONGREGATIONS.

GOSPEL ACCOUNTS!
MATTHEW - MARK - LUKE – JOHN. 

THE LIFE OF CHRIST.

ORGANISATION OF THE BOOKS 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.



  

ACTS.
 BACKROUND FOR THE LETTERS.

LETTER TO THE ROMANS.
 BACKGROUND CHAPTERS IN ACTS.

2 AND 28.

REVELATION book of PROPHECY.
THE HOPE OF CHRISTIANS.

ORGANISATION OF THE BOOKS 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.



  

LETTER to GALATIANS.
 BACKGROUND CHAPTER IN ACTS.

13 AND 14.

LETTER to EPHESIANS.
 BACKGROUND CHAPTER IN ACTS.

19 AND 20.

1 & 2 Corinthians letters.
 BACKGROUND CHAPTER IN ACTS.

18.

ORGANISATION OF THE BOOKS 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.



  

1 & 2 THESSALONIAN LETTERS.
 BACKGROUND CHAPTER IN ACTS.

17.

LETTER to PHILIPPIANS.
 BACKGROUND CHAPTER IN ACTS.

16.

ORGANISATION OF THE BOOKS 
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.



  

4  - Apostles Persecuted.
5  - The Death of Ananias & Sapphira.

6 - Servers Chosen. 
7  - Stephen stoned.

8  - Philip in Samaria, Ethiopian eunuch converted.
9 - Paul’s Conversion.

10 - Cornelius’ Conversion.
11 - Cornelius’ Conversion Reported.

1 - Ascension of Jesus, 
Replacement of Judas as Apostle.    

2  - Peter’s Sermon in Jerusalem.
3  - Beggar Healed, Preaching in Jerusalem.

LONG OUTLINE.



  

15 - Council in Jerusalem, 
Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey. 

16 - Conversion of Lydia, 
and the Philippian Jailer.

17 - Paul at Athens.
18 - Paul at Corinth.

19 - Paul at Ephesus.
20 - Paul at Macedonia and 

with Ephesian Elders.

12 - James Martyred, Herod Dies.
13 - Paul’s First Missionary Journey.

14 - Paul & Barnabas Preach in Various Cities.

LONG OUTLINE.



  

24 - Paul Before Felix.
25 - Paul Before Festus, Appeals to Caesar.

26 - Paul Tells of His Conversion to King Agrippa.

27 - Paul Shipwrecked.
28 - Paul Goes to Rome.

21 - Paul Journeys Back to Jerusalem. 
22 - Paul Tells of His Conversion 

          in Jerusalem.
23 - Paul Before Sanhedrin, Plot to Kill him.

LONG OUTLINE.



  

SUMMARY OF THE IMPORTANCE AND PLACE
OF ACTS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.

WE SEE IN ACTS THE PEOPLES RESPONSE 
TO THE GREAT COMMISSION OF JESUS.

LIKE GENESIS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
ACTS IS A BOOK OF BEGINNINGS.

BOOK OF ACTS.



  

WE SEE THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT 
COME INTO THE WORLD AND HIS WORK 

WITH THE EARLY CHURCH.

IT IS A VALUABLE LINK BETWEEN
THE GOSPELS AND LETTERS.

BOOK OF ACTS.

ACTS PROVIDES CONVINCING EVIDENCE 
OF PAUL’S APOSTLESHIP.



  

6:7; Multiplied greatly – Priests obedient.
9:31; Congregations – Multiplied.

12:24; Word grew and MULTIPLIED.
16:5; congregations – INCREASED.

19:20; Word - GREW MIGHTILY.

BY RECORD OF GROWTH.
2:41;  3000 SOULS.

4:4;  5000 men.
5:14; Believers added multitudes.

DIFFERENT WAYS OF ANALYSING 
THE BOOK OF ACTS?



  

BARNABAS, PHILIP and SAUL.
  Chaps 8-9 & 13 to 28; 

BY CHARACTER!
PETER. Chaps 1 to 5 & 10-11;           

STEPHEN. Chaps 6 & 7;

DIFFERENT WAYS OF ANALYSING 
THE BOOK OF ACTS?



  

A Promise to the Apostles fulfilled.
  Acts 2:6;

Spoke in languages had not learned. 

The RESULT of that EMPOWERMENT?
  Acts chaps 3 TO 28; 

A Promise to the Apostles fulfilled.
  Acts 2:1-4;

Holy Spirit to come with power. 

BY WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.



  

ANTIOCH.
13:1; to 14:26; and 15:36; to 21:15;

JERUSALEM.
CEASEREA.
AND ROME.

21:16; to 28:31; 

JERUSALEM. 
Chapters 1:12, to 15;

OVERVIEW BY GEOGRAPHY.



  

Chap 6:8; to 9:31; “So the church throughout 
all Judea, Galilee and Samaria had peace and 
was built up; walking in fear of the Lord and 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it was multiplied.”

Chap 9:32; to 12:34; The conversion of Paul; 
The extension of the church to Antioch; 

and the conversion of Cornelius.
“The word of God grew and multiplied.”

Chap 1; to 6:7;  “The word of God 
increased and a great number of 

the priests were obedient to the faith.”

Progress fulfilling the great commission



  

Chap 16:06; to 19:20; The extension of the church
in Europe and the work of Paul in great Gentile cities 
like Corinth and Ephesus. “So the word of the Lord 

grew and prevailed mightily.” 

Chap 19:21; to 28:31; The arrival of Paul in Rome 
and his imprisonment there. “Preaching 

the Kingdom of God and teaching about the 
Lord Jesus Christ quite openly and unhindered." 

Chap 12:25; to 16:05; The extension of the church 
through Asia Minor and the preaching tour 

of Galatia. “The churches were strengthened 
in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily.”

Progress fulfilling the great commission



  

Geography.
Progress in fulfilling 

the great commission.

Record of Growth.
Key Characters.

Work of the Holy Spirit.

SUMMARY OF OVERVIEWS.



  

OUTLINES

and

 OVER VIEWS

OUTLINES

and

 OVER VIEWS



  

Prepared by
Graeme Morrison

graemestudy@gmail.com 

www.graemebibleresources.com

Next in the series:- Acts 01:1 to 1:8;

Acts of Apostles
Introduction.

http://www.graemebibleresources.com/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78
	Slide 79
	Slide 80
	Slide 81
	Slide 82
	Slide 83
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97
	Slide 98
	Slide 99

