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Peter’s Sermon!
King David

Acts 2:25; to 2:32;
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“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth,
a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders,
and signs which God did through Him in your midst,

as you yourselves also know.”  

23.“This man, who was put into your power by
the deliberate intention and foreknowledge of God,

you took and had crucified and killed
by men outside the Law. 

24. “But God raised Him to life, freeing Him from
the pangs of Hades; for it was impossible for Him

to be held in its power since, as David says of Him:
I kept the Lord before my sight always, for

with Him at my right hand nothing can shake me.”

JESUS IS RISEN! 2:25-32;
Reading from Acts 2:22-32; 
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26. “So my heart rejoiced my tongue delighted;
my body, too, will rest secure,

27. for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.”

28. You have taught me the way of life, 
you will fill me with joy in your presence.

29. Brothers, no one can deny
that the patriarch David himself

is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us. 

Reading from Acts 2:22-32;
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30. “But since he was a prophet, and knew
that God had sworn him an oath to make one

of his descendants succeed him on the throne,”

Reading from Acts 2:22-32;

31. “David spoke with foreknowledge about
the resurrection of the Christ: He is the one

who was not abandoned to Hades,
and whose body did not see corruption.” 

 32. “God raised this man Jesus to life,
and of that we are all witnesses.”
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Acts 2:25-32; Peter’s Message continued:- 
The emphasis is on the proof of the Resurrection. 

Conclusion. (2:35;) 
JESUS is both LORD and CHRIST.

RADICAL CONCLUSIONS:-
The resurrection is to be understood

as the exaltation of Jesus.
It was not simply restore to life,

but an ascension to be with God. 
“From all this evidence it follows that God

has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.”
(Marshall. 78)

JESUS IS RISEN! 2:25-32; 
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F. F. BRUCE (P 75) “If Jesus of Nazareth 
was indeed the appointed Messiah,

then no guilt could be greater than of treating Him
as He had been treated. They had refused Him

in whom all their hope of salvation rested;
what hope of salvation was left to them now?”

JESUS IN PROPHECY. (2:25-32;)
Reaction. (2:37;)

Instruction. (2:38-40;)
Response. (2:41;)

JESUS THE PROOF FROM  PROPHECY!

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:25-32; 
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Peter appeals to common knowledge!
He tells of the man Jesus Christ who was approved 

of God. (2:22;) by miracles & signs & wonders. 

These works weren't done in some far off land
but in the very presence

of many of his hearers. Peter insists on this! 

Peter explains that strange situation
by revealing that God purposed it

so it wasn't failure; it was part of a divine plan. 

What he was saying, they knew to be true.
They knew also how he was given to

the Romans by his own people. (2:23;.)

An outline of Peter’s message. Acts 2:25-32;
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Peter appeals to Scripture!
Not only does he appeal to Joel, 

Peter quotes Psalm 16:8-11; and Psalm 110:1;

When David spoke of not seeing corruption,
Peter said in 2:29; he wasn't speaking of himself!

he was speaking of Jesus Christ.

2) Jesus had died but had not seen corruption 
because God raised Him from the dead

to sit on David's throne!

The proof of that was twofold:
1) David had died and saw corruption, and, 

An outline of Peter’s message. Acts 2:25-32;
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Peter appeals to his personal experience! 
The apostles were witnesses of the truth that

God had raised Jesus from the dead! Acts 2:32; 

They had seen Him! Ate with Him! 
Were taught by Him! Over a forty day period! 

Christ was alive after having been dead! 

They had heard Galilean peasants speak
in languages they couldn't possibly have known 

without God's intervention. 

Peter appeals to their personal experience! Acts 2:33;

They had heard the sound like a stormy wind which
boomed out in this temple-house, they saw the fire
like tongues dividing and resting on the apostles.

An outline of Peter’s message. Acts 2:25-32;



10

Peter now begins HIS PROOF 
by QUOTING some O.T. scriptures.

His first PROOF comes from Psalm 16:8-11;

Peter is EXPANDING on what he has said
In 2:22-24;

22. “Men of Israel, listen to what I am going to say: 
Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended 
to you by God by the miracles and portents 

and signs that God worked through Him 
WHEN HE WAS AMONG YOU, as you know.” 

Acts 2:25; “as David says of him: I kept the Lord before my sight always,
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me.”
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In order to prove the resurrection of Christ
to his Jewish hearers who already believed

in the Old Testament Scriptures.
Peter quoted Psa 16:8-11;

from the Septuagint (Greek) translation.  

Since the Jews never expected the true Messiah
to be murdered, and since they also considered
that anyone crucified was under God's curse.

(Deut 21:23;)

Peter needed to demonstrate the truthfulness
of his previous statement that
Jesus had been delivered up

according to the predetermined plan of God. 

Acts 2:25; “as David says of him: I kept the Lord before my sight always,
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me.”
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THEY had WITNESSED many of the miracles 
wrought by Jesus.

THEY had NOT UNDERSTOOD the real purpose 
of these works, wonders and signs

Peter NOW gives to those ACTS OF POWER 
there FULL MEANING. 

These things were DONE
that they might BELIEVE and KNOW

that God’s approval 
was upon this man JESUS;

This to the mind of the Jew could be nothing less 
than a DESCRIPTION of the MESSIAH, or CHRIST.

Acts 2:25; “as David says of him: I kept the Lord before my sight always,
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me.”
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Peter by INSPIRATION says that David in 
Psalm 16:8-11; Spoke CONCERNING HIM.

WHO IS THE HIM?
THIS OBVIOUSLY REFERS to JESUS 
who could not be held by death in v24.

Psalm 16:8-11; “I have set the LORD always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body
also will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the

grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have
made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy

in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”

Acts 2:25; “as David says of him: I kept the Lord before my sight always,
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me.”
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I kept the Lord before my sight always!
Jesus knew always that

The Father was always with Him.

He was never ALONE!
The Father always testified on His behalf.

Who is at the right hand of Whom?
God said Jesus was at His right Hand.

For He is at my right hand, 
that I may not be shaken. 

Acts 2:25; “as David says of him: I kept the Lord before my sight always,
for with him at my right hand nothing can shake me.”
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When we READ Psalm 16:8-11; 
It seems that David is speaking of himself.

Peter by INSPIRATION will show in Acts 2:29-32; 
that Psalm 16:8-11; could not refer to David.

“One of these two who became followers of Jesus 
after hearing what John had said was Andrew, the brother 

of Simon Peter. The first thing Andrew did was to find 
his brother and say to him, "We have found the Messiah," 

which means the Christ.” Jn 1:40-41;

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:25; 

David by INSPIRATION in Psalm 16:8-11;
PROPHECIED ABOUT the long awaited MESSIAH.

The ANOINTED one, the COMING KING.
The CHRIST who would be the SAVIOUR.
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His heart Rejoiced.
 Why does He need to sufferer anymore? 

The fact that the Father is always with Him
even through suffering

is the the reason for this happiness.

Therefore WE ought to come to the 
same CONCLUSION, JESUS IS THE CHRIST.

The AUDIENCE would conclude that JESUS 
was the ANOINTED one, the COMING KING,

the CHRIST who would be the SAVIOUR.

Acts 2:26; “So my heart rejoiced my tongue delighted;
my body, too, will rest in hope.”
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David PREDICTED the following
concerning the MESSIAH:-

“v26b His FLESH would rest in HOPE
27a God would not leave the Messiah’s 

Soul in HADES. 27b God would not allow 
the Messiah’s body to see CORRUPTION.”

v28a The Messiah would LIVE again after DYING
THUS HE would be VICTORIOUS  over DEATH.

Acts 2:26; “So my heart rejoiced my tongue delighted;
my body, too, will rest in hope.”
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“My body.”
Confidence in His resurrection from the dead.

Rom 6:5; “If we have been joined to Him
by dying a death like His,

so we shall be by a resurrection like His;” 

“Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who in His great mercy has given us a new birth into

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead and into a heritage that can never be spoilt

or soiled and never fade away. It is reserved in heaven
for you who are being kept safe by God's power

through faith until the salvation which has been prepared
is revealed at the final point of time. 1 Pet 1:1-5;

Acts 2:26; “So my heart rejoiced my tongue delighted;
my body, too, will rest secure.”
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Because Jesus was raised,
we shall be raised. We have hope.

The Scriptures speak of being saved in three tenses 
and senses. In one place the scriptures say that we 
"have been saved" (past). In another place they say 
that we "are being saved" (present). In yet another 

place they say that we "shall be saved" (future).

All these statements are true.
An understanding of how we are saved

in three senses and tenses, helps to avoid
wrong ideas about salvation, whilst helping us

gain a true assurance of salvation.

Acts 2:26; “So my heart rejoiced my tongue delighted;
my body, too, will rest secure.”



20

2 Tim 1:9; “who has saved us and called us to be holy,
not because of anything we ourselves had done
but for His own purpose and by His own grace.

This grace had already been granted to us,
in Christ Jesus, before the beginning of time.”

Ananias said to Paul, "Arise and be baptized and wash away
your sins." (Acts 22:16;). So Paul, as soon as he obeyed,

had his sins washed away. He was saved.

Saved:- Past 

Paul said to the Corinthians, "You were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified...”

(1Corinthians 6:11;) They were saved.

Paul says of God our Saviour, "he saved us..." (Titus 3:4-5;)
That's past tense, isn't it?.

A little earlier there in Titus, Paul says, "The grace of God
has appeared bringing salvation to all men." (Titus 2:11;)
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We Are Being Saved (1Corinthians 1:18;) “For the message
of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

There is a sense in which God is still saving each
and every Christian. In this sense salvation is equated

with the Christian's growth and perseverance.

Paul says in 2 Cor 2:15; "those who are being saved”
Here we do not have past tense. We have

the word "saved" used in a present and ongoing sense.

Saved:- Present.

Paul says in Phil 2:12-13; "work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you.”
Here we see salvation presented as something being worked
on by us in synergy with God. It is not all over and done with.
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Being Saved continued.
Note the implication of this question in Heb 2:1-3;

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?”

Another telling statement in 2 Pet 1:10;
“be all the more diligent to make 
your calling and election sure.”

John in 1 John 1:7; says that:- But if we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ
His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

Past sins were forgiven when we became Christians,
but further sins since then need to be forgiven too.

Forgiveness and salvation continue as we walk in the light.

Saved:- Present.
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We Shall Be Saved (Romans 5:9-10;)
“How much more can we be sure, therefore, that,

now that we have been justified by his death,
we shall be saved through Him from the retribution of God.
For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, how much more can we be

sure that, being now reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

There is a sense in which salvation is a future event. In
this sense salvation is equated with the return of Christ.

Jesus said, "these (wicked) shall go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.“

(Matthew 25:46). This is a future event.

Saved:- Future.
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As we saw at the introduction to this lesson,
Paul twice says, “We shall be saved.” (Rom 5:9-10;)
This is neither past nor present, but future, isn't it?

Paul makes an interesting statement in Rom 13:11; 
“Our salvation is now nearer
Than when we first believed.”

Paul speaks in 1 Thess 5:8; of “the hope of salvation.” 
A hope of salvation implies a future salvation.

If our salvation were altogether finished, then we
would have no need any more to hold it as our hope.

The Holy Spirit is given “as a guarantee of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession.” 

(Eph 1:14). Here redemption and the eternal inheritance
is something in view, something yet future.

Saved:- Future.
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v27 David’s PROPHECY is really amazing
for SEVERAL reasons.

v27 David’s PROPHECY was GIVEN hundreds
of years before the Messiah came to earth.

God prophesied many things 
that man would not have predicted.

The prophesy contains many precise 
and accurate details that UNINSPIRED men 

would not have imagined or guessed at.

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.



26

David’s PROPHECY in detail 
contained the following:- 

The Messiah Come to LIVE in the flesh He would 
DIE, Yet His SOUL would not see corruption.

HE would NOT remain in Hades.
 His body would NOT decay.

He would BE resurrected.
He would ascend INTO Heaven.

THE BIBLE  IS TRULY DEMONSTRATED 
TO BE THE  WORD OF GOD!

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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JESUS fulfilled every ELEMENT of this AMAZING 
Prophecy COMPLETELY & PRECISELY.

v27 Before we leave David’s PROPHECY. 
In the New King James Bible Messiah’s Soul is said 

to be in HADES,  American Standard in HELL.

The actual word here is HADES.

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:25-28; 

HELL or Hades Is there any difference?
if so What is the difference.
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[Hades] ("hell" in KJV) is the Greek equivalent
of the Hebrew [She'owl], which is found

in the passage Peter is quoting from Psalm 16;

Of the 65 times this word occurs in the O.T, the KJV 
rendered it as "hell" and "grave" 31 times each,

plus 3 times as "pit." 

This was an unfortunate blunder,
for [She'owl] never means anything

but the intermediate state of the soul.
The Unseen Realm. 

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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It is never translated in the Septuagint
by [mnema] (the Greek word for grave or tomb,

(Acts 2:29;) but only by Hades.  

Nor is the Hebrew word for grave [qeber]
ever translated as Hades.  

David affirms that in the case of Jesus
both His soul and His undecayed body would return,

obviously to be reunited in His resurrection.

This demonstrates that, as David indicated,
only the soul enters Sheol / Hades.  The “corruption”

David spoke of is the normal decay of the body.  

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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HELL describes the place where the wicked 
will be punished eternally. Mk 9:43-44;

“If your hand causes you to sin CUT it off it is better for you 
to enter into LIFE maimed, rather than have two hand to go to 
HELL into the FIRE that shall NEVER be quenched or put out 
where the worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.”

HELL is described as the REAL place 
where the wicked will be punished eternally.

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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Another key passage for our understanding of the 
intermediate state of the dead is Luke 16:19-31;

There Jesus tells of an ungodly rich man who died 
and his body was buried, yet he (his soul)

continued on in conscious existence in “Hades.”  

The passage further tells us that the
intermediate state has two separate divisions

with an impassable gulf in between.

A righteous beggar also died and he (his soul) was 
"carried away by the angels into Abraham's bosom." 

 

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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In HADES in this unseen realm or region
there are TWO SEPERATE SECTIONS

with a HUGE GULF OR GAP BETWEEN.

The SOULS in one section
CAN NOT cross over to the other section.

The state of the wicked is further described
as “torment.” (Luke 16:23-25, 28;)

The state of the righteous as “Paradise.”
(Luke 23:43;)

Hades is the inclusive term for the entire realm
since both the wicked (Luke 16:23;) and

the righteous (Acts 2:27,31;) have gone there. 

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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From these facts, however, we must not draw
the conclusion that Hades is some one particular 

place as in our three-dimensional world. 

The word simply means "unseen," and since it is
the realm of disembodied spirits, it may refer to an 
unseen condition or state than to an unseen place

as has often been diagrammed on charts.

The question may legitimately be asked,
therefore,

where are the dead actually located? 

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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To answer the question, one cannot rightly appeal
to Luke 23:46; and Acts 7:59; for at death

mans spirit, “returns unto God” (Eccl 12:7;)

“Jesus cried out in a loud voice saying,
Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.

With these words He breathed His last.”
Luke 23:46; 

“the dust returns to the earth from which it came,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.”

Ecc 12:7;

 “As they were stoning him, Stephen said in 
invocation, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

Acts 7:59; 

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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Here you need to decide for yourself whether
you believe man is two part or a three part being? 

In other words
Is man a Body and Spirit?
Is man a Body and Soul?

Is man a Body Soul and Spirit?

Jesus said “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather

who can destroy both body and soul in hell.” Matt 10:28; 

Paul said “May the God of peace Himself sanctify
you wholly and may your SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY 

be preserved entire without blame at the coming 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess 5:23;

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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“Then I saw thrones, where they took their seats,
and on them was conferred the power to give judgement.
I saw the souls of all who had been beheaded for having

witnessed for Jesus and for having preached God's word.
Rev 20:4;

“You, however, live not by your natural inclinations,
but by the Spirit, since the Spirit of God has made a home

in you. Indeed, anyone who does not have
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” Rom 8:9;

When a person becomes a Christian
they become a four part being

for they receive the Indwelling Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38;

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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The words soul and Spirit are used almost 
interchangably in many parts of Scriptures

I personally believe that
Man has a Body, a vehicle to use here on earth.

Which goes to dust when we die.

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.

That the real Me is a Soul.
Who can end up in heaven or hell.

That the human spirit is that which
God has given us to enable us
to understand spiritual things.

As Eccles 12:7; says This spirit is in all men
and it will go back to God who gave it.
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James 2:26; As the BODY apart from the SPIRIT 
is dead even so FAITH without WORKS is dead.

(human spirit lives on.)

Ecclesiastes 12:7;
The DUST returns to the earth as it was 

and the SPIRIT returns to God who gave it.

Luke 23:43; JESUS and the THIEF on the cross
Today in PARADISE ABRAHAMS BOSOM=HADES.

Luke 16:19-31; The RICH man and LAZARUS
Hades = Abrahams bosom.

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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HADES IS A PLACE IN THE UNSEEN WORLD 
DISTINCT FROM HEAVEN AND HELL
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The real thing is nobody really knows we are trying 
to piece together what we have and

it may not be enough to give us the full picture.

I will give you a couple of options to study further.

Paul said 2 Cor 5:8;
“We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be

absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.” 

Paul said 2 Cor 5:1; “ For we are well aware that
when the tent that houses us on earth is folded up,

there is a house for us from God, not made by
human hands but everlasting, in the heavens.” 

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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Paul said Phil 1:23; “ I am torn between living and dying.
I have a strong desire to die and be with Christ.

That would be so much better.”

Paul located Paradise in “the third heaven.” 2 Cor 12:1-4;  
The first heaven is atmospheric. Jer 4:25; and the second
is outer space. Isa 13:10; The third is God's own dwelling 
place. Dan 2:28; "the heaven of heavens.“ 1 Kings 8:27;

 Paul says he was caught up to the latter and into Paradise.

There the tree of life is located. (Rev 2:7;) 
But the tree of life is in heaven. (Rev 22:1-3,14;)

 Righteous souls are therefore in the heavenly realm. 

There is only one such place, since in all
three references to it (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor 12:4; Rev 2:7;

it is called "the" Paradise.  

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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Hades - Paradise now linked to heaven
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Jesus said to the Thief “Today you will be with me
in Paradise.” but we know He did not ascend
to heaven until at least after His resurrection,

Until even 40 days later?
Since Christ is in Heaven it would imply that heaven
is where we would be if we went to be with Christ.

The Book of Revelation clearly pictures them there 
prior to judgment day in Rev 6:9-11;

and this is the consistent scene that book presents.
(Rev 7:9-17; 11:12; 15:1-4; 20:4-6;) 

Finally, at the end of time,
Jesus will return from heaven. (2 Thess 1:7;)

and bring the souls of those saints “with Him”
to be reunited with their resurrected bodies.

(1 Thess 4:14-16;)
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Paradise now has access to heaven
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Rev 20:12-15;
Dead will come from HADES to be judged 
and Hades will be cast into the lake of fire 

to be burned having served its purpose 
as the temporary place of departed spirits.

So SINCE the RESURRECTION of Christ.
All those in the righteous part of Hades

Now have access to HEAVEN!
YOU need to keep on studying 

and sort that out yourself!

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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Isaiah 6:3: 
“And one cried to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
The whole earth is full of His glory!”

2:27; David had spoken of the MESSIAH
as Gods “HOLY ONE.”

PETER identified JESUS as that “HOLY ONE” 
in Acts 3:13-15;

2 Cor 5:21. Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 7:26;
1 Peter 1:19; 1 Peter 2:22;

STEPHEN identified JESUS as that “JUST ONE” 
in Acts 7:52;

PAUL identified JESUS as that “HOLY ONE” 
in Acts 13:33ff;

Acts 2:27; for you will not abandon me to Hades
or allow your holy one to see corruption.
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“You have made known to me the ways of life.”
This phrase means that His life
would be restored like before.

Jesus was very confident that everything
He was suffering was His Fathers will.

Jesus was very conscious about the things
that were happening to Him on that day!

Acts 2:28; “You have taught me the way of life, 
you will fill me with joy in your presence.
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v28b “after HIS VICTORIOUS RESURRECTION
 the Messiah would REJOICE when HE ascended 

to be in the PRESENCE of GOD in HEAVEN.”

This showed that JESUS was APPROVED by GOD 
RATHER than being UNDER the CURSE of GOD.

Acts 2:28; “You have taught me the way of life, 
you will fill me with joy in your presence.
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So David’s Prophecy concerning Jesus says:

That the Messiah would die.
That His Soul would not be left in Hades.
That His body would not stay in the tomb.
That His body would ascend unto heaven.

Acts 2:28; “You have taught me the way of life, 
you will fill me with joy in your presence.
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29 "Brothers, I can tell you confidently 
that the patriarch David died and was buried, 

and his tomb is here to this day. 

30 But he was a prophet and knew that God 
had promised him on oath that he would 

place one of his descendants on his throne. 

31 Seeing what was ahead, 
he spoke of the

 resurrection of the Christ, that 
he was not abandoned to grave, 

nor did his body see decay.” 

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:29-32; 
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King David’s Tomb in Jerusalem
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Brothers in Christ?
No, simply brothers because

they are from the same nation. Countrymen. 
Fellow members of the household of Israel.

Friends Romans Countrymen
lend me your ear?

This is a quote we are often familiar with.

It was a very common way that they used
to address the audiences in the past.

Acts 2:29; “Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself
is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us.”
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Who was David? 
David was a King, David was a warrior,

David was a traitor, David was a Fornicator,
David was a killer!

He is also described in Acts 13:22;
David a Man after God’s Own Heart?

David was a man after God’s own heart
Because he demonstrated his faith

and was committed to following the Lord. 

Yes, his faith was tested on a grand scale,
and he failed many times. But after his sin he sought

and received the Lord’s forgiveness. 

In the final analysis, David loved God’s Law and sought to 
follow it as best he could. As a man after God’s own heart, 

David is a role model for all of us. 
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Peter refers to David as the PATRIARCH
the head of the family through whom
the MESSIAH would come. Matt 1:1;

Here is an interesting use of the word Patriarch
which we usually associate with pre law period.

His lineage was therefore called
“the house of David.” (Luke 1:27;)  

    Peter refers to David as a “patriarch”
in the sense of being the founder

of a royal dynasty the first in the Messianic line
to accede to the Jewish throne.  

Acts 2:29; “Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself
is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us.”
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Abraham too was called a patriarch. (Heb 7:4;)
As were also the sons of Jacob. (Acts 7:8-9;)

Christ was accordingly described as
“the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt 1:1;) 

and “the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah” (Rev 5:5;)

Peter implies Psa 16 could NOT have applied 
to David BECAUSE David is DEAD and BURIED 

and his TOMB is still with them.

Acts 2:29; “Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself
is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us.”
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It was even known among them
where his grave was. It was on Mt. Zion
where most of the kings were buried.
The tombs of David and his family were 

well known Jerusalem landmarks. (Neh 3:16;)
Reportedly the only tombs inside the city walls.

Acts 2:29; “Brothers, no one can deny that the patriarch David himself
is dead and buried: his tomb is still with us.”

Paul also said in Acts 13:36; that
David’s body decayed it saw corruption, 

but HE whom God raised up saw NO corruption.

Death Could not Hold Him.
So the only conclusion that could be drawn is that 
Psalm 16 applied to someone OTHER  than David.
It applied to THE CHRIST whom they had crucified.
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“30. But he was a prophet, and he knew 
God had promised with an oath 

that one of David's own descendants 
would sit on David's throne as the Messiah.” 

“31  he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection 
of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED 
TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.”

“32.  So Jesus, is the one whom God raised 
from death! We are all eye-witnesses of this!” 

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:30-32; 
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Many of us when we hear the name of David
we think right away of a King
and also the book of Psalms.

Psalm 132:11;
Psalm 89:3-4;

Psalm 89:35-36;
2 Samuel 7:16;

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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Peter gives the inspired meaning of Psalm 16:8-11;
He does this by making FOUR broad points.

First in Psalm 16:8-11; DAVID 
is speaking as a PROPHET OF GOD.

Second in Psalm 16:8-11; In speaking these words
David remembered God's promise

to raise up the Christ to sit on David's throne.

Third in Psalm 16:8-11; David spoke
these words concerning raising up the Christ

to sit on David's throne as an INSPIRED prediction
of the resurrection of the Christ, the Messiah.

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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Fourth Peter gives two important facts about 
that special resurrection of the Christ.
(1). His soul would not be left in Hades.

(2). And His body would not decay in the grave.

With those four broad points in mind, 
let us look at several important details 

found in these two verses.

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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In v30 Peter said that when David 
made the prophecy in Psa 16:8-11, he was aware 

of a promise God had made to him previously.

Furthermore, God's promise to David 
    involved one of David's descendants.

(i.e. "the fruit of his body.")

Jesus’ enemies could not produce His dead body.  
The tomb was empty.

The apostles and many others were witnesses 
of Jesus’ resurrection. They saw Him, touched Him 
and ate with Him many times after His resurrection. 

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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Many Old Testament prophets, including David, 
predicted His death, burial and resurrection.

The Holy Spirit also was a witness through His signs 
and wonders seen and heard by men. (Heb 2:1-4;)

More specifically, God promised that the Christ, 
the Messiah would come from David's family.

God promised the Christ would be 
raised up to sit on David's throne.

It is clear God was not speaking about the Christ 
ruling on the literal, physical throne of David.

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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God promised the Christ would be raised 
   up to sit on David's throne. 

Rather, to sit on David's throne meant to rule, 
to reign, to have power as a King over His kingdom. 

 Lk 1:31-33;

This promise from God to David is found in 
2 Sam 7:12-16; (see Psa 132:11; 89:3-4;)

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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2 Sam 7:12-16;  “12 When your days are fulfilled 
and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 

your offspring after you, who shall come forth 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.” 

“13 He shall build a house for my name, and 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 

14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 
When he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with 

the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men;” 

“15 but I will not take my steadfast love from him, 
as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from 

before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom 
shall be made sure for ever before me; 

your throne shall be established for ever.”

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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This promise from God to David is found 
in Ps 89:3-4;

“3 The Lord said, "I have made a covenant with 
my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant: 

4`I will establish your descendants for ever, 
and build your throne for all generations.” 

In v31 Peter gave the exact time when this promise 
was fulfilled. It would not be fulfilled hundreds, 

or  even thousands of years after the first century.

Rather, Peter said by inspiration 
that God's promise to David was fulfilled 

in the resurrection of the Christ, in the first century.

Acts 2:30; “But since he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn him
an oath to make one of his descendants succeed him on the throne.”
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“31 he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection 
of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, 

nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus 
God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.” 

Thus, when the Christ was victoriously raised 
from the dead in the first century, He was raised 
to rule as a King on David's SPIRITUAL throne!

v32 Peter boldly declared that 
Jesus whom the apostles were preaching 

was the fulfillment of God's promise to David!

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:31-32; 
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THIS JESUS! The same that you killed
God has raised up! That’s the promise that God fulfilled

the promise of bringing back Jesus from the dead.

“They killed Him by hanging Him on a tree, 
yet on the third day God raised Him to life

and allowed Him to be seen.” Acts 10:39-40; 

“this accords with the strength of His power 
at work in Christ, the power which

He exercised in raising Him from the dead
and enthroning him at his right hand, in heaven.” Eph 1:20;

 “it is for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body. God raised
up the Lord and He will raise us up too by His power.

1 Cor 6:14;
“because He has fixed a day when the whole world will be 
judged in uprightness by a man He has appointed. And 

God has publicly proved this by raising Him from the dead.”
Acts 17:31;
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Those who speak of “witnessing” today
do not use the term “witness” in a Biblical sense.

This is evident from what Jesus had told the
apostles: “you also bear witness because you

have been with Me from the beginning.” (John 15:27;)

Matthias was chosen to replace Judas because
he had seen the resurrected Christ and could 

therefore “become a witness” of that fact
with the other apostles. (Acts 1:22;)  

None but a first-hand observer
(an eye-witness) could truthfully say,
“We are witnesses of these things.”

(Acts 5:32;)

Acts 2:32; “ God raised this man Jesus to life, and of that we are all witnesses.”
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    It was the apostles “to whom He also showed
Himself alive after His passion by many proofs.” 

(Acts 1:2-3;)  

Only those who saw this evidence can rightly be
called witnesses for Christ.  Years later, Peter made
this point plain beyond dispute.  Of Jesus he said:

“Him God raised up the third day, and gave Him
to be made manifest, not to all the people,

but unto witnesses that were chosen before of God, 
even to us, who ate and drank with Him

after He arose from the dead.”  (Acts 10:40-41;) 

Acts 2:32; “ God raised this man Jesus to life, and of that we are all witnesses.”
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By special dispensation Paul
could later be included in their number.

He had miraculously “seen Jesus our Lord.”
(1 Cor 9:1;) 

Paul could therefore say,
“we witnessed of God that He raised up Christ.”

(1 Cor 15:15;)

Scripture foretold the resurrection of Jesus,
and the apostles testified from direct

observation that it has indeed happened.

Acts 2:32; “ God raised this man Jesus to life, and of that we are all witnesses.”
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Notice how precisely Jesus fulfilled God's 
promise to David:- He was a descendant of David. 

Mt 1:1; Rev 22:16; 
God did not allow His soul to remain in Hades.

Peter boldly declared:- The Father 
did not allow His body to decay in the grave.

 And God raised Him from the dead 
to rule as King on David's throne.

Therefore, there is only one legitimate conclusion.
The conclusion is that this Jesus was the Christ, 

the Messiah, the Saviour of mankind, 
the King over His kingdom!

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:31-32; 
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Proofs that the Kingdom Had Begun!
The Holy Spirit had come with power. 

(Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8)
Jesus is on God's right hand. (vv 33,34; 

   (cf. Psalm 110:1-4)

Jesus is on David's throne. (v30;)
Jesus would be King when He is priest. 

   (Psalm 110;).
See also Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:9;

Can you imagine the impact of this statement
on the audience that day?

Can we appreciate the impact 
that this should have on our lives today?

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:30-36; 
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But, Peter did not JUST prove these facts 
from the scriptures and make this bold declaration.

He also assured his audience that he 
and the other apostles were eyewitnesses 

to the fact that God raised Jesus from the dead.

Remember, Jesus had told His apostles 
  they would be His witnesses. 

(Jn 15:27;  Acts 1:8;)
In fact, they had to be a witness 

of His resurrection to be apostles of Christ. 
    (Acts 1:21-22;)

They had seen and heard Him giving 
   many infallible proofs of His resurrection 

   after His death and burial. (1:3;)

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:31-32; 
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Not only that, but they had eaten with Him, 
and touched Him; 

including the holes in His hands and side.
(Lk 24:36-43; Jn 20:26-29; 1 Jn 1:4;)

They saw Him ascend back into heaven. 
(Acts 1:9-11;)

Thus, their testimony 
could not be successfully denied.

Before we leave these verses, 
it is important to recognize there are two other 

  inspired references to God's promise to David. 

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:31-32; 
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Both of them confirm that promise 
as being fulfilled by Jesus the Christ!

In Acts 13:32-39; (especially 13:34-35;) 
   Paul referred to both Psa 16 and 2 Sam 7:12ff 

and said these prophecies were fulfilled by Jesus.

In Heb 1:1-5; (especially v5), 
the inspired writer of Hebrews 

quoted from 2 Sam 7:12ff; and said 
God's promise to David was fulfilled in Jesus.

Thus, there are three separate New Testament 
references to this Old Testament promise 

and they all draw the same conclusion, 
without error or contradiction.

JESUS IN PROPHECY! 2:31-32; 
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2:1-13; Apostles filled with the Holy Spirit 
and speak with other languages.

2:14-36; The Holy Spirit (through Peter) convicted 
the crowd of sin, righteousness and judgment.

2:14-21; Inspired interpretation of these events.
2:22-24; Jesus:- Attested by God; Killed by Jews; 

Raised by the Father.
2:25-32; Jesus: Proof from Prophecy.

Review of Acts 2:1-32; 
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