The Holy Spirit and the Christian Life

The fourth lecture on the theme of the Holy Spirit
given at Hindley Bible School, 1956 by Leonard Channing

THE New Testament says much in regard to the Holy Spirit, especially in
connection with the Christian life. Yet, strangely enough, we, as New
Testament Christians, say comparatively little about the subject. This is
not as it should be, for the work of the Holy Spirit is absolutely funda-
mental to the Christian life. We propose to consider the subject under three
headings : (1) The promise of the Spirit ; (2) The indwelling of the Spirit ;
(3) The work of the Spirit.

(1) The promise of the Spirit

The New Testament speaks of several different gifts of the Holy Spirit,
and it is well at the beginning to make clear the distinctions between them.
Firstly, we read of the gift of the Spirit without measure (John 3: 34). Only
the Lord could possibly have this, ‘for in him dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.” Secondly, there was the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
This was also a gift (see Acts 11:17), not a general promise. It was given
on but two occasions, both as signs: at Pentecost, to show that the king-









