


18 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

Be Converted

The Greek word STREPHO occurs elghteen times in the N/T; and is- translated
‘turn’ in every instance. The word implies a turning -from and a turning to. See
1 Thess. 1:9, “‘turned to God from idols’*. Converted to God means ‘turned’ to God.
Divine ‘grace expressed in Christ is the cause of our turning; human response to -
that grace is the effect. Repentance is not conversion; we ‘turn’ after we have
repented. Conversion is not pardon; we are pardoned after we have turned. Response
in turning to God is effected in Jesus Christ, and-we are healed when our sins are
forgiven. See Matt. 13: 15 and Mark 4:12. It is quite evident that our sins are forgiven
when we are baptised into Christ, indeed, Peter saysthat baptism isfor the remission
of sins. Therefore, when Peter says ‘be converted’ he means belief of and response
to the gospel in baptism.

Times of Refreshing

The R.S.V. renders Acts 3:19 thus, fRepent, therefore, and .turn again that your
sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord”’. From this scripture we can see (a) that forgiveness of sins and the coming
of times of refreshing are conditional upon repentance and conversion, and (b) that
the times of refreshing will come from the presence of the Lord.

Now to refresh means ‘to give intermission from labour’; ‘to give rest’. Jesus
said to his disciples, ““In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer,
I have overcome ‘the world’’ John 17:33. We participate in the overcoming of the
world when we participate in Christ, and we participate in Christ when we are freed
from sin and enter into the glorious rest and peace which comes with the forgiveness
of sins. Paul teaches us in the Roman letter that we are in the Spirit, if the Spirit
of God really dwells in us Rom. 8:9. He further relates this new spiritual experience
to bemg|‘in Christ’, and we know we are ‘in Christ’ when we have surrendered to
him Rom. 6. Therefore, when we are ‘in Christ’ we have peace through the Holy
Spirit who dwells within us; who gives us rest from sin; who helps our weaknesses.
This is God’s presence with us through faith in Christ Jesus and cbedience to his
word. .

In O/T days when God told Moses to lead the people toward Canaan, Moses
said, ‘‘Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thy sight, show me now
thy ways, that I may know thee and find favour in thy sight. Consider too that this
nation is thy people’’. And He (God) said, ‘““My presence will go with you, and I
will give you rest’”. And Moses said, /‘If thy presence go not with me, camy us not
up hence. For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found grace
in thy sight? is it not in that thou goest, with us? so shall we be separated, I and
thy people, trom all the people that are upon the face of the earth’’. Exodus 33:13-16

Conclusion

From the foregoing I would say that ‘the times of refreshing’ coincides with
with the advent of the Holy Spirit into our lives. His presence goes with us. He
marks us out as a people for His own possession. The Spirit witnesses with our
spirit that we are the children of God. Paul said to the church at Corinth, ‘‘Now
he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath
also séaled us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts’’. 2Cor. 1:21,22.

(All questions please, to {; Alf Marsden, 66 Mitchell Street, Newtown, Wigan)



