
2nd Missionary Journey

Part 1

Acts 16; - Antioch to Philippi.

ACTS 15:36; to 16:17;



Around A.D. 50 to 54.

40 months.

2,800 miles.

Second Missionary Journey.

Antioch in Syria to Jerusalem. 

ACTS 15:36; to 18:22;
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2nd Missionary Journey

Paul, Barnabas, Silas, 

and other evangelists, 

first travel from 

Jerusalem to Antioch. 

Acts 15:22;

Jerusalem.

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists
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Many say that the Second Missionary Journey

Begins in Jerusalem from Acts 15:22; after 

the meeting at Jerusalem came to a conclusion

not to bind circumcision on the Gentiles.

They placed the content of the decision in a letter.

Paul and Barnabas are to return 

to Antioch in Syria with the letter. 

To give even more authority they are 

to take with them Judas called Barsabbas

and Silas leading and respected men. 

Together they took the letter to Antioch 

in Syria where Paul and Barnabas 

spent approximately 3 years.
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So it after this time that the real 

Second Missionary Journey began.

Antioch. Acts 15:36-41;

Paul and Barnabas have a disagreement. 

They part ways as far as we know 

they never meet again. 

From Antioch, Barnabas goes to Cyprus.

Paul and Silas travel through Syria and Cilicia.

Acts 15:36; “Some time later (after staying in the city of Antioch 

for about three years) Paul said to Barnabas, 

'Let us go back and visit the believers in every town where we preached”
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Paul’s second missionary journey possibly covers

from A.D. 51 to 54. setting out from Antioch in Syria,

to visit the churches he had established 

in Asia Minor on his first journey.

During this second journey Paul revisited 

the congregations at the following location.

Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch in Pisidia.

From Antioch in Pisidia, Paul travelled 

to Europe and planted congregations (ekklesia) 

in the following cities.

Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens in Greece.

Acts 15:36; “Some time later (after staying in the city of Antioch for about three 

years) Paul said to Barnabas, 'Let us go back and visit the believers in every town 

where we preached”
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The proposal from Paul to Barnabas

is to go and re-visit all the congregations 

that they planted with the help from God.

Acts 15:36; “Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, 

"Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where 

we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing."

“Visit" includes the idea of "helping" or "looking after“

as its use in Acts 7:23; and James 1:27; indicates. 

We shall find, as we proceed through the next chapters

of Acts, that the second tour extended far beyond the 

remotest churches which they had previously planted. 

It will introduce the Gospel to Europe.

It is not good to start something 

and not to take care of it. Paul wants to go 

back again from where they almost killed him.
Acts 14:22; 15:32, 41; 16:5; 18:23; Col. 2:7; 

1 Thessalonians. 3:2; 2 Peter. 1:12;
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Who was John Mark?

One of the congregations in Jerusalem 

was gathering in the house of Mary 

the mother of John Mark. Acts 12:12, 25;

Acts 15:37; “Now Barnabas was determined to take with them 

John called Mark.”

John Mark was the Nephew of Barnabas.
Colossians 4:10;

John Mark abandoned Paul and Barnabas in the first trip. 

Acts 13:13; Now when Paul and his party set sail from 

Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia; 

and John, departing from them, returned to Jerusalem.

2 Tim 4:11; Philemon 24; Paul changed his mind

about Mark and later considered him a valued helper.
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Was Paul being too strict

by not giving John Mark a second chance?

Did Paul forget that John Mark was a young man

and that he was “probably afraid of the trip?”

Acts 15:38; “But Paul insisted that they should not take with them 

the one who had departed from them in Pamphylia, 

and had not gone with them to the work.

The Life of Paul was always in danger, 

he was moving back and forth from city to city

and he needs people who will be resolve 

to go the ‘extra mile” if possible. 

He did not want to be disturbed

again by Mark’s attitude.
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2nd Missionary Journey begins.

Paul and Barnabas have a 

disagreement. They part ways. 

Barnabas goes to Cyprus.

Paul and Silas travel through 

Syria and Cilicia. Acts 15:36-41;

Paul & Silas

Jerusalem.

Barnabas & 

John Mark

Tarsus.

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists
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So sharp was the disagreement that they split.

Were they enemies at the end?

Barnabas took John Mark and sailed to Cyprus 

the city from Barbabas was from.

The disagreement between Paul and Barnabas and going 

their separate ways, shows brothers can disagree and still

be effective in the work or the Lord, though we don’t know 

anything about the work of Barnabas beyond this point. 

Many believe that there will never be any disagreement 

among the members and that’s wrong.  Disagreements 

will come but we need to know how to handle them.

Acts 15:39; “Then the contention became so sharp that they parted 

from one another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;”

Was Not Barnabas the son of consolation? Why then 

did he end up in such a great argument?
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Was not Paul the one who wrote to the Corinthians 

to be of the same mind? 1 Corinthians 1:10;

Why end up in such a great argument 

over a “boy” or young man?

The work of Christ looks for men of dedication and 

resolution. For Paul, John Mark was not ready yet!

Acts 15:39; “Then the contention became so sharp that they parted 

from one another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;”

Was not Paul the one who wrote to the Philippians 

to be of a humble mind? Philippians 2;
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So we see Paul and Barnabas, his first partner

in preaching in the Gentile world, have split up 

in disagreement about taking John Mark 

who had deserted them on the first Journey.

Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus.

Paul took Silas to visit the churches in Asia Minor

that he and Barnabas had established

on their first journey.

The disagreement meant that there are now 

two missionary journeys instead of one.

God’s work will be done despite our failures.

Acts 15:39; “Then the contention became so sharp that they parted 

from one another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus;”
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Now Silas and Paul will visit some congregations 

that they established in the cities of:-

Syria and Cilicia.

Wasn't it important what they were doing? 

Why does the Holy Spirit concentrate 

just on Paul and Silas preaching?

Many have asked this question because 

they really want to know what happened 

with Barnabas and Mark.

The Holy Spirit did not reveal it to us!

Acts 15:41; “And he went through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches.”

How much do we know about Barnabas and

John Mark’s preaching trip? Basically nothing.
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Paul & Silas

Jerusalem.

Barnabas & 

John Mark

Tarsus.

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists

Tarsus.

Paul travels through Cilicia,

which includes the city 

of Tarsus. Acts 15:36-41;
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Paul’s second missionary journey began in aprox

50 A.D. when he set out from Antioch, Syria, 

to visit the churches he had established

in Asia Minor on his first journey.

Paul travelled about 2800 miles on this journey.

Let’s all remember that it was in these cities that

they almost killed Paul. Here he is coming again. 

This is something important for Paul.

He never gave up.

It didn’t matter how much 

trouble he would face, 

he was always aware 

of his responsibility 

to preach the gospel.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra.”
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Paul travels through Cilicia,

which includes the city of Tarsus.

Paul is travelling overland to Antioch to Cilicia. Little 

has been said about churches in these areas thus far in Acts.

Either Paul planted them during the interval between his

departure from Jerusalem to Tarsus, (Acts 9:30;) and 

the time Barnabas brought him to Antioch, (Acts 11:25-26;) 

or they were planted by missionaries 

going out from Antioch just as Paul and Barnabas had.

“Strengthening the churches.” This is the third time 

we've had this word strengthening," 

and we've learned before that it is done

by teaching and preaching. (See Acts 14:22; 15:32;) 

Acts 15:41; “And he went through Syria and Cilicia, 

strengthening the churches.”
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Paul & Silas

Jerusalem.

Barnabas & 

John Mark

Tarsus.

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists

Derbe.

Derbe

Paul travels to the towns

of Derbe and Lystra, both 

of which he had visited during 

his first mission journey.

Acts 16:1-5;
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Actually, Paul and Silas both came to these cities. 

Paul only is mentioned, being the dominant 

personality. "Came" is a word used by Luke not only 

of arriving at a place but of staying there for a time.

The route travelled seems to have been overland 

from Syrian Antioch to Tarsus; and from there, 

passing through the mountain pass called the Cilician Gates, 

they would have come to Derbe first, and then to Lystra

Between two and four years have passed 

since Paul had preached in these cities

during his first missionary tour.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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Paul and Barnabas came to Derby during the 

First Missionary Journey after escaping a disturbance 

and attempted stoning at Iconium about 60 miles away.

Acts 14:6-21;

Paul and Barnabas returned to Derby 

after being stoned again at Lystra. Acts 14:40;

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”

On these experiences, Paul commented 

“We must through many tribulations 

enter the Kingdom of God.”

Now here we see Paul and Silas visit Derby.



Paul & Silas

Jerusalem

Barnabas & 

John Mark.

Tarsus

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists.

Lystra Derbe

Lystra

In Lystra, Paul meets Timothy, 

who becomes an evangelist.

Acts 16:1-5;
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Paul and Silas visit Lystra.

This was where Paul was stoned, 

dragged out of town and left for dead.

Acts 14:19;

It had been around four years or so when Paul 

had visited Lystra and Timothy had probably

become a Christian during Paul’s first visit.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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Timothy, the faithful companion of Paul

until he died in Rome?

Timothy provided a wonderful surprise, 

an exciting discovery for Paul. 

The word "behold" has the idea of looking and gazing 

at a wonderful discovery, at an unexpected surprise. 

Timothy's love and maturity in the Lord struck Paul.

Timothy had a godly mother and a grandmother 

who were Jews, they had also become Christian believers. 

They were both so godly and strong in the faith 

that Paul mentioned it years later. (2 Tim 1:15;) 

They both had a great influence upon Timothy.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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Do we need godly mothers in the church today? Yes, 

Many children are raising themselves for the fact that they 

do not have a “godly” mother around them to teach them

the same principles that Lois and Eunice taught to Timothy.

Many children are bringing shame 

to their own families when their parents

fail to discipline them the way they should.

Many children only come to Sunday

classes when they are little. 

When they grow up they run away 

from God and His people.
2 Tim 1:5; Deut 4:9; Deut 6:6-7; Prov 22:6;

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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Note the influence of a godly mother upon her child

it will not work all the time but at least it gives

children an opportunity to come to know God.

It can be hard but not impossible. 

Lois and Eunice did it with Timothy. 2 Tim 3:15-16;

“The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God 

and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 

what is wrong in our lives; it straightens us out and helps us 

do what is right. It is God's way of making us well prepared 

at every point, fully equipped to do good to everyone.”

This is what these two women were teaching

Timothy. Often the character of our children 

depends on how are we as parents 

Are teaching them at home.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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The Bible says that the ideal situation is 

for a woman to be able to concentrate on being a  

“mother” and grandmother. 1 Tim 5:14; Titus 2:3-5;

Recognising how important a responsibility it is 

to bring up children by spending time with them 

moulding them and encouraging them.

Sadly in our day and age the economic

circumstances and pressures 

do not always allow for that opportunity.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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An ungodly father! Timothy had an unbelieving

father, a Greek. He was not a follower of the Jewish

God. If he had been, he would have had Timothy

circumcised (Acts 16:3;) The point is 

that he was a heathen, an unsaved father. 

Timothy was from a divided family spiritually.

Yet he followed God despite his father's unbelief. 

Even if his father was dead at this time, 

Timothy still had made the choice 

to follow the Lord as taught by his mother.

1 Cor 4:16-17; 1 Thes 3:2; 2 Tim 1:4; Phil 2:20;.

According to all these passages Paul never

regretted his decision to select Timothy.

Acts 16:1; “Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, 

a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 

who believed, but his father was Greek.”
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Our young people today face many challenges. 

Schools and friends and atheistic philosophy 

may tell them there is no God  

Many are being brought up in broken homes and 

find themselves in the centre of a tug of war.

Acts 16:1; “The brothers in the towns of Lystra and Iconium respected Timothy. 

They said good things about him.”
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Many young people today despite their backgrounds

and even sometimes because of their backgrounds

grow up with a sense of responsibility and maturity

beyond their years. 

The Reputation from Timothy was so good and great 

that even people and Christians from two cities 

spoke really well about him.

Is our reputation as good 

to the point that people will 

say good things about us?

Acts 16:2; “The brothers in the towns of Lystra and Iconium respected Timothy. 

They said good things about him.”
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Note:- Timothy was only a young man, 

probably around seventeen or eighteen years old. 

He was still a youth when Paul wrote 

his first letter to him. (1 Tim 4:12;) 

Note the emphasis upon the character of Timothy. 

A young man of purity and maturity, 

a young man of good character. (2 Tim 2:2;)

Acts 16:2; “The brothers in the towns of Lystra and Iconium respected Timothy. 

They said good things about him.”



Paul & Silas

Jerusalem

Barnabas & 

John Mark.

Tarsus

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists.

Lystra

Iconium.

Derbe

Iconium

It is possible that Paul travels 

through Iconium, on his way to

Troas, given the information in

Acts 16:1-6;
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In the years since Paul's first missionary journey

and the conversion of Timothy, Timothy has been

conspicuous for his devotion and "unfeigned faith."

His religious education while still living at home,

Gave him a good understanding of 

the Old Testament scriptures. (2 Timothy 3:15;)

Would have been one reason for his right living 

which had led to good reputation.

The fact that he was known as a fine Christian, not only

in his home town but at the distant city of Iconium,

suggests the fact that he had already been active as a 

preacher or leader of young people. His good reputation 

would certainly one of the things that led 

to his being invited to join the missionary party.

Acts 16:2; “The brothers in the towns of Lystra and Iconium respected Timothy. 

They said good things about him.”
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In 1 Timothy 1:18; Paul mentions to Timothy the 

prophecies that were made about or concerning him.

What Prophecies? According to this prophecy?

What Paul is saying is that God 

also agreed with the selection of Timothy.

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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Why might Paul have Timothy circumcised 

right after it had been decided that Gentiles 

didn’t have to be circumcised?

Remember in Acts 10:28; Peter said to them, 

“You people understand that it is forbidden 

for a Jewish man to associate with 

or visit any non-Jewish person. 

But God has shown me that I should not 

call any person unholy or unclean.”

Paul attempted a well-meaning compromise.

There was a large population of Jews throughout

the districts where Paul was planning to preach.

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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“To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. 

To those under the law I became like one under 

the law (though I myself am not under the law), 

so as to win those under the law.”  1Cor 9:20-21;

“Some men came down, and were teaching 

the brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, 

according to the custom taught by Moses, you 

cannot be saved. This brought Paul and Barnabas 

into sharp dispute and debate with them.” Acts 15:1-2;

Paul had Timothy circumcised, but not because 

It was necessary in order for him to be a Christian 

or be saved. (Galatians 2:1-5;) 

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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It was a matter of expediency. Paul wanted Timothy

to be accepted in the Jewish synagogues 

as one who could speak there.

As a Jew, Timothy needed to be circumcised

if he was going to minister to the Jews. 

As long as he remained uncircumcised, 

he would be considered a heathen, denying 

the very sign (circumcision, ritual) that God 

had given to show that a person truly followed Him. 

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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Being uncircumcised, the Jews 

would never let him preach in their synagogues. 

Therefore, Paul removed this stumbling block 

to Timothy's ministry and circumcised him.

In every city, Paul always went to the synagogue

on the Sabbath Day. There he always found an audience 

and was asked to speak as a visiting Rabbi.

Note:- Timothy's circumcision 

was based upon the principle of expediency,

that is, it was "because of the Jews."
(Acts 13:3; 1 Cor 6:12;)

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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Paul had refused to circumcise Titus on the principle

of truth. That is, Titus was a non-Jew, a Gentile; 

and certain professing believers were insisting 

that all men had to be circumcised to be saved.

(Acts 15:1; cp. Galatians 2:3-5;) 

Paul was not about to compromise the truth 

of salvation by the grace of God through faith. 

Therefore, he refused to allow Titus 

to be circumcised despite the peace 

it would have brought within the church.

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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It should be noted how the carnal, the critical, 

the narrow-minded, and the legalist are never 

satisfied and ever seeking to disturb God's people. 

The Judaizer subsequently claimed 

that Paul preached circumcision. (Galatians 5:11;) 

The matter became such a divisive issue 

in GALATIA that he was later forced to write 

To the congregation and deny such—vehemently—

using Titus as an example.
(Galatians 1:10; 2:3-5; 5:11;)

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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What is similar and what is different between

this and what Peter did in Galatians 2:11-14;?

“But when Peter had come to Antioch, 

I withstood him to the face, 

because he was to be blamed.” Galatians 2:11; 

“When he first arrived, 

he ate with the Gentile Christians, 

who don't bother with circumcision.”

“But afterward, when some Jewish friends 

of James came, Peter wouldn't eat with the Gentiles 

anymore because he was afraid

of what these legalists would say.”

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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Then the other Jewish Christians followed 

Peter's hypocrisy, and even Barnabas 

was influenced to join them in their hypocrisy. 

Can you think of any modern parallels 

to what Paul had Timothy do?

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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He was a disciple.

His mother was a Christian 

who was of Jewish background.

His father was a Gentile. (“Greek.”)

Timothy had a good reputation

among the brethren in that area.

Paul wanted to take Timothy with him

on the journey.

Paul had him circumcised.

Paul did that because he wanted Timothy 

to be  able to preach to the Jews in that area.

Acts 16:3; Seven Facts about Timothy:-
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Timothy became an evangelist 

to whom Paul wrote two of his letters.

Paul entrusted him with the responsibility 

of organizing congregations by training and 

appointing elders and deacons in them.

In Paul’s letters to him we learn that Timothy

had been well-educated in the scriptures 

by his mother Lois and his grandmother Eunice.

(2 Timothy 1:5;)

Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”
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Acts 16:3; “Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 

circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 

for they all knew that his father was Greek.”

“Conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ, 

so that whether I come and see you 

or remain absent, I will hear of you 

that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

with one mind striving together 

for the faith of the gospel; Phil. 1:27; 



Paul & Silas

Jerusalem

Barnabas & 

John Mark.

Tarsus

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists.

Lystra

Antioch.

Iconium.

Derbe

Pisidian Antioch.

It is possible that Paul travels 

through Pisidian Antioch, on 

his way to Troas, given the 

information in Acts 16:1-6;
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Antioch In Pisidia is located in southern Turkey.

After the death of Alexander the Great, 

Seleucus I Nicator, founder of the Seleucid Dynasty, 

took control of Pisidia. (330-280 B.C.)

Seleucus I Nicator founded nearly 60 cities, 

and 16 of them were named in honour 

of his father Antiochus. (Antiochos).

The cities he captured were soon Hellenized

and fortified cities were built 

at strategically important places.

Acts 16:4; “And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 

decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
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In 188 B.C., the Romans defeated Antiochus III 

and declared Antioch of Pisidia a free city.

In 25 B.C. the Emperor Augustus made

Antioch in Pisidia a Roman colony, 

and gave it the title of Cobtiia Caesarea Antiochia

They placed the area under direct Roman control, 

creating the Roman province of Galatia

that encompassed much of central Asia Minor.

Acts 16:4; “And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 

decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
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As a Roman colony, Antioch ot Pisidia was settled

by veterans of the Roman army in their retirement.

Paul's letter to the Galatians would have been 

directed to the Christians in Antioch of Pisidia, 

Iconium, Lystra and Derbe.

By the middle of the first century A.D.,

several members of the imperial household

had served as magistrates here.

In 295 A.D. Antioch became the capital of Pisidia,

a new Roman province 

created by the Emperor Diocletian.

Acts 16:4; “And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 

decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
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Ramsey speaks of a fourth Ionian settler tribe, 

namely the hopletes (soldiers), and mentions 

that Antioch in Psidia was a garrison city 

to hold off invasions from native non-Greeks. 

It is highly likely that the soldiers that defended 

Psidia in Antioch were actually living 

in the city itself or in the immediate vicinity.

Acts 16:4; “And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 

decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
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The Second Journey is under way and Luke says

that while Paul is travelling through the cities, 

they delivered to them the decrees to keep.

Remember what had happened in Acts 15:5-6;

“Then some of the believers who belonged

to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, 

"The Gentiles must be circumcised and required 

to obey the law of Moses."  6  The apostles 

and elders met to consider this question.” 

Acts 15:29; “This is the resolution from all the apostles, 

the elders and also from the congregation in Jerusalem

concerning the things that were causing disturbances 

among the gentile brothers.”

Acts 16:4; “And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 

decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
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“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us NOT 

TO BURDEN YOU with anything beyond the 

following requirements:  29  You are to abstain from 

food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat 

of strangled animals and from sexual immorality.”                       

Acts 15:28-29; 

I think copies of this letter from the Apostles

and elders in Jerusalem were made 

so that each congregation got its own copy. 

It must have made these Gentile Christians 

happy to know they didn’t have to keep 

the Jewish laws and customs.

Acts 16:4; “And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 

decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.”
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Paul was obedient with the message 

that he received from the church 

and now he is delivering it!

Let’s all be consciously aware that when the church

has no divisions, no problems and no despair, 

we grow. When the job is done and all work hard, 

the church increases daily in knowledge 

and also in number.

We must fix every problem 

that causes division as soon as possible.

Growing will come when:-

We learn to work in harmony together.

When we are at peace with one another.

Acts 16:5; “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, 

and increased in number daily.”
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We always find the Jews and the Gentiles 

who converted to Judaism 

meeting for worship on the Sabbath.

The Apostles always went there 

on the Sabbath to teach but not for worship.

We find the Christian congregations 

always meeting for worship on the first day 

of the week, never on the Sabbath Day. (Acts 20:1-7;)

The instructions for making the weekly contribution 

to the treasury of the congregation was commanded 

to be done on the first day of the week. 1 Cor 16:1-2;

Acts 16:5; “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, 

and increased in number daily.”
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The Holy Spirit was very involved in the work that 

the disciples were doing. Acts 13:1-2;. As Jesus

promised in John 16:5-15; Jesus was talking about

the HS, and we can see Him here working!

As with Peter and Philip, the Holy Spirit 

is guiding the footsteps of these prophets.

But why did the Holy Spirit forbid? Let’s read Jer 10:23;

“I know, O LORD, that a man's way is not in himself, 

Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.”

Prov 16:9; “The mind of man plans his way, 

But the LORD directs his steps.”

Acts 16:6; “When they had gone through Phrygia and region of Galatia, 

they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.”
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Same thing as in verse 6, but this time they want

to move to Bithynia - but the HS says no.

The Holy Spirit is guiding the disciples 

to the white fields from Europe. 

Jesus in John 4:35; says “Do you think the work 

of harvesting will not begin until the summer ends

four months from now? Look around you! 

Vast fields of human souls are ripening all around us, 

and are ready now for reaping.”

Asia, the Roman Province so-called, and Galatia would later 

be regions that Paul would visit and establish congregations.

Acts 16:7; “After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, 

but the Spirit did not permit them.”
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IF Paul had been allowed to do WHAT he had wished 

to do - go into Bithynia, he would have found 

very little - just a few scattered tribes.

But out there, across that sea, lay Philippi, 

Thessalonica, Corinth, Athens, even Rome itself!

Perhaps their original plan probably been 

to go on to Asia with its teeming cities 

of Ephesus, Smyrna, and Sardis.

There were large Jewish quarters in these cities, and 

the province was full of centre’s of idolatrous worship. 

Indeed, it was an area that needed the Gospel.

The restraint on preaching there was only 

temporary. At the close of this second journey,

and at the beginning of the third,

Paul will preach in Asia.

Acts 16:7; “After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, 

but the Spirit did not permit them.”
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Let me suggest THREE THINGS

that we may learn from this event.

1. Paul and his companions did not always UNDERSTAND 

the method used by the Holy Spirit as He GUIDED AND 

CONTROLLED. But they accepted His guidance obediently.

2. The Holy Spirit did not always guide

MIRACULOUSLY, Sometimes he guided 

by CLOSING DOORS, so that they were led 

in the direction in which HE wanted them to go.

3. The men and the women whom the Spirit guided 

were men and women who were in the right frame 

of mind and who had the RIGHT attitude,

to RECEIVE his guidance.

Acts 16:7; “After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, 

but the Spirit did not permit them.”
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We can see here that the apostles are 

submissive to God’s orders and they obey.

Troas, from where they will embark to sail 

to Macedonia was near the site 

of the ancient city of Troy. 

It seems the latter city took its name 

from the ancient city made famous by Homer 

in his account of the Trojan War.

Acts 16:8; “So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.”
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In the twentieth chapter we have an account 

of Paul returning after some years to Troas.

By that time a congregation is there. 

He waits around for seven days so he can meet

with the disciples on the first day of the week 

when they came together to break the bread. 

Most interpreters think this was the Lord’s Supper 

he ate with them before 

he left the next morning for Miletus.

These early Gentile churches probably met 

to share the Lord’s supper together once a week 

not only because it was seen as the Lord’s day 

but also because of the difficulty 

of travel and communication.

Acts 16:8; “So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.”



68

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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What exactly is a vision?

A vision appeared to Paul in the night. Whether 

this was in a dream, or whether a representation

Made to the senses of the apostle, we cannot tell. 

A man of Macedonia appeared to him,

and made this simple request, 

“Come over into Macedonia, and help us.”

Some suppose that the guardian angel of Macedonia 

appeared to Paul in a human shape; 

Others, that it was a Divine communication 

made to his imagination in a dream.

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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God was using this method of talking 

to his people in the Bible. Joseph, Mary’s husband, 

was also warned by God in a vision. Matthew 2:12;

Ananias was also advised in a vision to go 

to Damascus and to preach to Paul. Acts 9:10-12;

Peter also in a vision saw a sheet 

coming down from heaven. Acts 11:5;

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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What kind of help is he asking for?

Are we talking in here the preaching of the gospel?

Yes!

This was a call to preach the gospel in an extensive 

heathen land, amidst many trials and dangers. 

To this call, notwithstanding the prospect of danger, 

they cheerfully responded 

and gave themselves to the work. 

Their conduct is thus an example to the us.

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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From all portions of the earth 

a similar call is now coming to us. 

Openings of a similar character, 

for the introduction of the gospel, 

are presented in all lands. 

Appeals are coming from every quarter; God wants 

us to be involved in the conversion of the world.

We are called to enter into these vast fields

with the self-denial, spirit, and zeal 

which characterized the apostle Paul.

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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God wants to use our hands, our feet, our lips.

God wants us to have the blessing that comes from

being part of bringing the story and opportunity 

of the redemption of every sinner.

Acts 8:26-31;

Acts 10:32-33;

Acts 11:13-14;

Romans 10:14-15;

How will they preach unless they are sent? 

Just as it is written, 

"HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE 

WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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Can we run away from this responsibility

Matthew 24:14; 28:20;

Luke 24:47;

Acts 1:8; 16:9; 26:16-18;

Jonah tried and failed at it.

Are we going to runaway too?

Acts 16:9; “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. 

A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us."
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Immediately after Paul has his “Macedonian Call,”

Luke joins the travelling group. 

We know this because from this point on

in the story the author says “We,”

for example, “From Troas we put out to sea.” 

Up to that point the pronoun had been “they.”

When Paul leaves Macedonia to go to Achaia, 

Luke stays in Philippi.

Years  later, when Paul returns through Macedonia

on his way to Jerusalem, Luke rejoins the group 

and is with Paul all the way to Rome 

and until the end of his life.

Acts 16:10; “Now after he had seen the vision, 

immediately we sought to go to Macedonia,

concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.”
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Remember the vision Paul saw after 

he was blinded on the road to Damascus? Acts 9;

He saw in a vision a man named Ananias coming 

to him and restoring his sight. Then Ananias 

did come to him and restored his sight.

I wonder if something similar happened to Paul 

at Troas.  He saw a man of Macedonia coming to him 

and begging him to come help the Macedonians.

Could this man of Macedonia have been Luke?

Acts 16:10; “Now after he had seen the vision, 

immediately we sought to go to Macedonia,

concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.”
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The direction they were sailing was to the northwest,

and be nautical word "straight course" implies 

that they had the wind in their favour. 

They would be sailing against the current. 

A subsequent voyage (Acts 20:6;) in the opposite 

direction and with the current took five days; 

It must have been a stiff wind 

they had behind them on this trip. 

Samothrace is an island in the Aegean sea about

half-way between Troas and Neapolis. 

It is about eight miles long, and six across, 

very mountainous, with some of its peaks 

being 5000 feet above sea level. 

Acts 16:11; “Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course 

to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis.”
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The island can be seen from both continents; 

from Troas and from the hills between Neapolis and 

Philippi. After the manner of navigation of the time, 

the missionary party put into harbour each night 

until the destination was finally reached. 

Samothrace, this is the end of the first day's voyage. 

This little island was the chief seat of the Cabirian 

mystery religions .(second in reputation 

only to the Eleusinian mysteries.)

Initiation into which carried with it the right 

of asylum; and so many of the people living here

were fugitives and criminals 

who had come here seeking asylum.

Acts 16:11; “Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course 

to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis.”
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“Next day to Neapolis!  Another day's sailing 

northwest from Samothrace, and they 

have come to Neapolis (the modern Kavalla,

a pretty seaport with two harbours). 

The Greek name means "new city." Several miles 

to the west of Neapolis archaeologists 

have uncovered the ruins of Palaeopolis (old city).

Neapolis served as the seaport for Philippi which was some 

twelve miles inland. Remains of the Roman city 

are still visible — ruins of an aqueduct, columns, 

and Greek and Latin inscriptions —

all attesting to the former importance of the city. 

Acts 16:11; “Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course 

to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis.”
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The entire region was connected with 

the MACEDONIAN PERIOD IN HISTORY. That is

to say, with ALEXANDER THE GREAT and family.

For instance, The full name of Troas from which 

they had set out for Europe, was ALEXANDRIAN

TROAS named after Alexander himself.

Originally, Philippi had been just a settlement,

established to exploit gold which was found 

in the neighbouring mountain Mt. PANGAEUS.

Alexander’s father, Philip, had seized the goldmines,

and renamed the town after himself, 

fortifying it against possible attack.

Acts 16:12; “from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part 

of Macedonia, a colony.  And we were staying in that city for some days.”
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When the Romans conquered Macedonia, 

Philippi fell into Roman hands about 168 B.C.

If you remember the stories of Anthony

and Cleopatra, it was here, at Philippi,

That BRUTUS and CASSIUS were defeated 

by MARK ANTHONY and OCTAVIUS in 42 B.C.

This Octavius was the man 

who later became known as CAESAR.

It was then designated a ROMAN COLONY 

and settled with veterans sent out from Rome,

veterans of Caesar's victorious CAMPAIGNS.

Acts 16:12; “from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part 

of Macedonia, a colony.  And we were staying in that city for some days.”
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Later still, after Anthony had been defeated 

by Octavius at the battle of ACTIUM, even more

colonists were sent to Philippi and the city 

was granted FULL COLONIAL STATUS in 31 B.C.

The purpose of a Roman colony was originally MILITARY

because there was am obvious advantage in having trained,

experienced men occupying strategically located cities

throughout the empire.

And, to make the idea of being a colonist attractive,  

The colonists were given the rights and privileges 

enjoyed by the citizens of the capital, Rome itself.

They used Roman law, and roman government 

and Roman customs, so that there was always

about a Roman colony the atmosphere of Rome.

Acts 16:12; “from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part 

of Macedonia, a colony.  And we were staying in that city for some days.”
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The former name of this city was Dathos. 

It was repaired and adorned by Philip, 

the father of Alexander the Great, 

and after him was called Philippi. 

It was famous for having been the place 

where several battles were fought in the civil wars 

of the Romans; and, among others, 

for the decisive battle.

Wherever Paul went he waited for the Jews to gather

in the synagogue in the Sabbath Day or for 

the church to gather on the first day of the week.
(Acts 20:1-7).

But there was no synagogue in Philippi.

Acts 16:12; “from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part 

of Macedonia, a colony.  And we were staying in that city for some days.”
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It is very clear in verse 13; that there were 

no synagogues in the city of Philippi. Acts 17:1;

What was the requirement 

in order to have a synagogue? 

Jewish law required a minimum of ten men 

to be present for the law (Torah) to be read. 

Jewish thought considered women to be so 

unimportant that they were not worthy of the law 

apart from the presence of men.

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”
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When the Sabbath arrived, 

the small mission party went out by the river

and attended the prayer service.

Note:- Only women were present.

The words "we...spoke." All four of the men 

shared their testimonies about Christ, but

Paul was the chief spokesman. (Acts 16:14;)

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”
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Places for prayer (called an ORATORY) were erected 

by the Jews in the vicinity of cities and towns

particularly where there were not Jewish families

enough, or where they were forbidden 

by the magistrate to erect a synagogue.

Such places  were usually to be found by a river,

where the Jews could carry out 

their ceremonial washings. 

This was NOT a roofed building, meeting-place,

or a hall.  It  was  usually an  circular wall, without 

a roof; a kind of open but sheltered meeting place.

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”



93

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”
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Since only women are mentioned in this account 

they were obviously not holding 

regular synagogue meetings. 

In fact, we are told that the missionaries SAT DOWN

AND TALKED to the women, which indicates 

that it was a very informal  meeting.

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”
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We are not told whether Lydia was a Jew or a  Gentile. 

It has been assumed that since she went to this location

for prayers on the Sabbath that she was probably a Jew.

She was a travelling merchant who sold fabric 

coloured with the dye extracted from 

a snail-like shellfish that lives in the Adriatic Sea.

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 

She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”

Purple fabrics were in great demand in the Roman world. 

Purple was used on the toga or outer garments by the royalty 

of Rome. Therefore, as in every society, even the lower 

classes desired what the upper class had. 

Royal purple has always been and still is a common term.

Her home base, Thyatira, was also home of one 

of the seven churches of Asia, addressed in a letter 

from Jesus, recorded in Revelation 2:18-29;
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I often have often wondered why the Holy Spirit 

caused this story to be recorded. 

Remember when Paul set out on this 2nd missionary journey, 

he had wanted to go into Bithynia (Acts 16:7;) 

but had been forbidden by the Holy Spirit.

He had also wanted to into Asia and, again,

he had been refused permission by the Spirit.

Here is something to think about, then.

Here is a women, who is a LYDIAN woman, and 

Lydia was one of the districts into which Asia

had been broken up. (in 295 B.C.); And her home 

is in THYATYRA, which is a city in BITHYNIA.

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”
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I ask myself, did God bring Paul into contact with 

this woman - who, for the sake of convenience, 

we'll continue to call Lydia. 

In order that SHE might take the Gospel 

back with her to these places which 

Paul himself had been unable  to visit?

When you read Rev 2; you find that a congregation 

was established in her hometown of Thyatira. 

I wonder to what extent that 

was due to the influence of Lydia?

Acts 16:13; “And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city 

to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made;

and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.”
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How did God open this woman’s heart?

According to Matthew when a person is not willing

to hear the word of God, they close their hearts. 
Matthew 13:15;

God opened the heart of Lydia in the same way 

that He does with us, through the preaching

of the gospel Rom 10:17;

God opened her heart so that she could correct 

in her life any wrong concept 

concerning the Messiah and the kingdom.

That is God opened her understanding explaining

all the prophecies that talk about the Messiah.

Luke 24:26-27, 44-45;.

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 

She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”
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We.

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 

She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”
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God opened her heart in the sense that 

she was willing to listen to the sermon

from the preachers of the gospel.

Some people mistakenly refer to Rev 3:10;

Where Jesus is standing at the door knocking, 

they say all you have to do 

is open the door and let Jesus in. 

BUT that passage is speaking to Christians 

who are leaving Jesus out of their lives.

When we read of Lydia “The Lord opened her heart.” 

This was not open-heart surgery as practiced

in hospital operating rooms. This was a spiritual 

opening of Lydia’s mind or soul by the gospel.

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 

She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”
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The spirit’s work in conversion is not something 

done directly upon the heart 

apart from the preached word.

In every case of conversion recorded, 

even in the case of the apostle Paul or Cornelius,

a human being was involved in speaking the gospel.

It must be insisted that in Lydia's case God worked 

the same way He did in any other case of conversion.

This affirmation does not rule out the idea that God had 

something to do with the conversion of this woman.

In fact He did. God has been always taken the 

initiative when it comes to the salvation of mankind. 

John 3:16; 16:7-11;

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 

She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”
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“So faith comes from hearing what is told, and 

hearing through the message about Christ.”
Rom10:17;

“With this purpose in mind, he called you through 

our proclamation of the gospel so that you would 

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Thess 2:14;

“In his goodness he chose to make us his own 

children by giving us his true word. And we, 

out of all creation, became his choice possession.”

James 1:18; 

In every case of conversion recorded

in the Book of Acts, someone brought the message 

as an essential part of opening the heart.

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 
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There cannot be obedience of the gospel 

with out a preacher. If a person is to obey the gospel

he/she will do it by paying attention

to the things spoken by the preacher.

There cannot be obedience to the gospel of grace 

if we are not told what to do in response 

to meet all the requirements that we must meet.

There cannot be the response of obedience

to the gospel without the gospel. Mark 16:15;

Acts 16:14; “Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 

She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. 

The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”
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Every preaching of the gospel must end or conclude

with the person being baptized 

for the remission of their sins in water and

to receive the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit.

This woman was baptized without any delay.

Acts 2:41; Acts 8:38;

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”

Lydia is often called the first convert 

to Christianity in Europe. She seems to be 

Paul’s first convert in that part of the world.

There is also a great possibility of Christians 

in the city of Rome by this time.
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v13 Lydia was accustomed to PRAYING to God.

v14 She was a person who was 

used to WORSHIPPING God

v13 Paul SPOKE to Lydia and the other women 

who were gathered for prayer.

v14 Lydia HEARD the WORDS spoken by Paul

v15 After hearing those words, Lydia took HEED

to or OBEYED them, by being baptised.

Thus, we draw the conclusion that 

the Lord opened Lydia’s mind through 

the WORD OF GOD spoken by Paul.

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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The Lord uses the sword of the Spirit 

to do the following:-

To Convert the soul.

To Make uneducated people wise.

To Enlighten the eyes.

To act as a lamp and a light 

To enlighten our way through life.

To enlighten and give understanding to His people.

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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“The Lord opened her heart to respond 

to Paul's message.” Notice that the response 

to Paul’s message was to be baptized. 

Remember that the response of the Ethiopian 

Eunuch to the preaching of Jesus was to ask, “Here 

is water; what is keeping me from being baptized.

We know how Lydia and the Eunuch learned 

about baptism the same way we learn about it.

When we listen to the words of Jesus 

as they are recorded in Mark 16:16. 

That was part of Paul’s message.

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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We.

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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Many argue that we can imply that Lydia 

and all her family were baptized.

Those who argue for the “baptism of babies”

say that in the word “household”

everyone is included. Even little children.

There are four cases

of household baptism

mentioned in the N.T.

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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We do not find in any of the cases 

a baby being baptized.

In the case of Cornelius all are speaking 

in tongues and believe. Acts 10:46; 15:9;

In the case of the Philippian Jailer, all those who

were baptized rejoiced in the Lord and believed.

Acts 16:34;

In the case of Stephanas, “they devoted 

themselvesto the service of the saints” 

after they were baptized. 1 Cor 1:16; 16:15;

In all cases believe and action is involved no babies.

Babies cannot hear, believe or repent.

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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Mt 18:1-6…At that time the disciples came to

Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the

kingdom of heaven?“ 2 Then Jesus called a little

child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 3 and

said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are

converted and become as little children, you will

by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 4

"Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little

child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5

"Whoever receives one little child like this in My

name receives Me. 6 "But whoever causes one of

these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would

be better for him if a millstone were hung around

his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the

sea.
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4.  "Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father 

as well as the soul of the son is Mine. 

The soul who sins will die.”

See verse 5 / verse 10 / verse 14 /

18.  "As for his father, because he practiced extortion,

robbed {his} brother and did what was not good 

among his people, behold, he will die for his iniquity.”

20.  "The person who sins will die. The son will not bear 

the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor will the father

bear the punishment for the son's iniquity; 

the righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, 

and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself.”

ARE BABIES BORN IN SIN? Ezekiel 18:1-32;
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Ministering: Lydia opened her home and used her

wealth for the Lord. Lydia desired to be faithful 

and to be counted faithful to the Lord. 

She was determined to have a strong testimony

in following Jesus. Lydia obeyed her Lord. 

Giving generously to the cause of the Lord. 

Most likely she was the one who took the lead 

in giving so liberally. 

The Philippian congregation supported Paul 

more faithfully than any other congregation.

(Philippians 1:5; 4:10-19;)

Acts 16:15; “And when she and her household were baptized, she begged 

us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us.”
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2nd Missionary Journey

Part 2

At Philippi

Paul and Silas Imprisoned

and Jailor converted

Acts 16:17; to 16:40;



Paul & Silas

Jerusalem

Barnabas & 

John Mark.

Tarsus

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists.

Lystra

Antioch.

Iconium.

Derbe

Neapolis

Troas

Philippi

At Philippi Paul and Silas are 

wrongly imprisoned. Paul and 

Silas comfort the jailer. The 

jailer and his family become 

Christians. Acts 16:16-40;
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It appears that some days have passed

since the conversion of Lydia.

AS WE WENT TO PRAYER…

They are still using this spot 

by the riverside as a schoolroom 

to teach about Christ.

The following phrases indicate 

that this slave girl 

was demon possessed.

Surprised? No, Paul is preaching

in a pagan continent and 

this is very common among them.

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”
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We need to see the power of sin to enslave 

and bind a person in the dark world of divination,

fortune-telling, witchcraft, black magic,

sorcery, and astrology. 

All false approaches to the truth are similar. 

They come from the dark world 

of evil spirits, spirits that 

cause people to put their 

trust in such things as:-

Fortune tellers, soothsayers,

palm readers, the stars, 

sorceries, the zodiac,

a deck of cards.

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”
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Most people in the city probably knew by now

what Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke were doing. 

The information she brought was not evidence 

for her ability to predict the future. 

But demons could bring an unusual 

knowledge of things and events to their hosts.
(Acts 19:11-17;)

In Greek mythology, Python was a snake or dragon 

that was the demon of the oracle cult of Delphi.

This was the famous Delphic Oracle of the Greek legends.

The constrictor reptile we call “python”

got its name from this mythical snake.

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of Python met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”
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In Greek mythology, Python was a monstrous 

dragon who lived in a cave on Mt. Parnassus 

just north of the town of Delphi in Greece. 

In the town of Delphi was a temple where people

could get their fortunes told. The place had long been

a centre of pagan worship,  whose priests

had developed an elaborate ritual, centred about 

a chief priestess whose title was Pythia. 

Kings and public officials would come to get

their fortunes told and to get advice on matters 

of national policy, and private citizens 

would come to seek information

about marriage or business ventures. 

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of Python met us.”
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The Python was supposed to give them the advice 

they sought. It worked in this fashion. In the centre 

of the temple at Delphi was a small opening in the 

ground from where mind-bending fumes arose. 

The  priestess  breathed these, sat down 

on a three-legged stool located over 

the opening, and thence delivered the "oracles."

Having breathed the fumes, the priestess 

became violently agitated, and spoke in tongues

(frenzied, ecstatic syllabication) 

whatever the Python prompted her to say.

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of Python met us.”
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Deut 18:10; "There shall not be found among you 

anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass 

through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, 

or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, 

or a sorcerer,”

11 “or one who casts a spell, or a medium, 

or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.

12 For whoever does these things 

is detestable to the Lord.”

Jos 13:22; “The children of Israel also killed with

the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the soothsayer, 

Was among those who were killed by them.”

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”
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People are trusting such things instead of God. 

How deceived and blinded men are! How dark 

the world with the dark world of evil spirits.

It caused people 

to trust such things 

instead of God.

It kept people away 

from the Word of God and 

the true promises of God.

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”
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It blinded people to the reality of prayer.

It kept people away from the grace of the 

only living and true God, the Sovereign Majesty

of the universe, the only Sovereign Spirit 

who can truly save them.

The power of sin is strong,

very strong in the dark 

world of evil spirits.

Acts 16:16; “Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 

that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.”
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Is the girl saying the truth? Yes she is. Acts 8:10-12;

"to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 

greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of 

God.“ 11 And they heeded him because he had 

astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.” 

12 “But when they believed Philip as he preached

the things concerning the kingdom of God 

and the name of Jesus Christ, 

both men and women were baptized."

"Now when they had gone through the island 

to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false

prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus,“

(Acts 13:6;)

Acts 16:17; “This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,

"These men are the servants of the Most High God,

who proclaim to us the way of salvation."
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The girl is accurate is saying that Paul and 

the rest are proclaiming the way of salvation.

“Crying out” is a word regularly 

used of the loud outcries of men 

who were demon possessed.

‘Most high’ is a title use regularly 

of God by the demons…
Luke 4:41; Luke 8:28; Mark 5:7;

Acts 16:17; “This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,

"These men are the servants of the Most High God,

who proclaim to us the way of salvation."
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"Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have 

we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in 

Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? 

23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” 

(Matthew 7:22-23;)

"For false christ’s and false prophets will rise 

and show great signs and wonders to deceive,

if possible, even the elect." (Matthew 24:24;)

Acts 16:17; “This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,

"These men are the servants of the Most High God,

who proclaim to us the way of salvation."
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19 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which

are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 

20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 

dissensions, heresies,”

21 “envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, 

and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as

I also told you in time past, that those who practice 

such things will not inherit the kingdom of God." 

(Galatians 5:19-21;)

Acts 16:17; “This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying,

"These men are the servants of the Most High God,

who proclaim to us the way of salvation."



136

Day by day as the preachers went to the place

of prayer she followed them through the streets of 

Philippi, crying out in a loud voice that these men 

were servants of the Most High God, 

who were proclaiming a way of Salvation.

“But Paul was greatly annoyed”

The word can include at once the 

different ideas of grief, pain, and 

anger. At times Paul felt sorrow 

for the girl. At times he was

angered by the demon’s actions.

Acts 16:18; “And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ 

to come out of her." And he came out that very hour."
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Paul was walking alone towards the place of prayer, 

when suddenly he turned 

and ordered the demon out of the girl.

The same strong words of command were

used by Jesus when he cast out demons.

Luke 8:29;

Notice the “good phrase”

IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST.

We are calling to the highest authority that is in

heaven and also on earth. Matt 28:18; Acts 4:12; 

Acts 16:18; “And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ 

to come out of her." And he came out that very hour."
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Paul is not talking to the girl but he is talking with 

the demon, he is the one tormenting this girl and 

now he will feel the wrath of God through Paul.

Again, these men were real miracle makers, 

the demon came out rapidly 

without any  hesitation.

Paul is a man from God and he has the Power 

in the name of Jesus to throw out anything 

that contradicts the will of God.

Acts 16:18; “And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ 

to come out of her." And he came out that very hour."
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Remember,  this girl was being used by some

charlatans who were making profit with her.

Luke says that she was “their hope.” 

That is, the one making their earnings.

Instead of being happy that the demon was out of her, 

these men are very mad because there will be no more cash.

Notice what Luke says, they did not call the law

but they themselves  seized Paul and Silas, 

so much was their anger and disappointment 

that they did not wait for the authorities.

Acts 16:19; “But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, 

they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace 

to the authorities."
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Maybe Paul was aware of what the consequences

would be and that’s why he let the girl prophecy

for some days about them.

Paul is once again about to suffer for the Faith.

Christian service is a fierce spiritual struggle 

with a sophisticated and deceitful enemy.

“Spiritual Warfare.”

Acts 16:19; “But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, 

they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them 

into the marketplace to the authorities."
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Notice that the demons through the girl were saying

the truth, but these men without the demon inside 

them are lying very openly regarding Paul and Silas.

This was not the first time false charges

were brought against Jesus or His disciples.

The accusation that they were Jews shows 

that the Jewish presence in Philippi

may have been limited.

They are very specific when they said:- “These men,

being Jews.” There was no need for that.

They were very prejudiced against the Jews 

in that part of the world… Acts 18:2;

Acts 16:20; “And they brought them to the magistrates, and said,

"These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city;"
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Were Paul and Silas really troubling the city?

What did Paul and Silas do to deserve

the accusation of being “trouble makers.”

They were just preaching the gospel of Jesus, but

now, they have been accused of causing trouble.

People always reject the truth

and in pretext they accuse 

the people of God of 

causing trouble and division.

Acts 16:20; “And they brought them to the magistrates, and said,

"These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city;"
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Paul and the others are being accused 

of teaching their customs! What customs are these?

The rights and sacrifices of the Jewish people. 

They are making reference to Acts 6:14;

Notice that they don’t care about the wellbeing 

of the girl who was demon possessed 

but that their business is going down big time.

They said it is not lawful for us!

Why?

They were accustomed to only idols and lies.

Acts 16:21; “"and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, 

being Romans, to receive or observe."
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These are people who did not check facts 

but just followed the lies from these men.

They are against Paul and the others and these 

people are willing to take it as far as they can.

What happens next is that the

“magistrates” enter in the picture. 

Who are the magistrates?

They were authorities 

in charge of keeping 

order and control among them.

Acts 16:22; “Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the 

magistrates tore off their clothes, commanded them to be beaten with rods.”
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They are commanded to be beaten, 

but what was the crime? They will use rods 

against Paul and Silas.  But why?

The reason:- PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD 

AND SALVATION IN THE NAME OF JESUS!

2 Cor 6:5; 11:23, 26; 1 Thess 2:2;

These men were suffering at the beginning

of the church so that you and I can be here

enjoying sharing in the kingdom of God.

Acts 16:22; “Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the 

magistrates tore off their clothes, commanded them to be beaten with rods.”
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The Jews were by law prohibited from inflicting 

more than forty stripes, and usually inflicted 

but thirty-nine. 2 Cor 11:24;

There was no such law among the Romans. 

They were unrestricted in regard to the number

of lashes; and probably inflicted many more.

Perhaps Paul refers to this when he says, 

(2 Cor 11:23;) "In stripes above measure," i.e.,

beyond the usual measure among the Jews, 

or beyond moderation. 

Acts 16:23; “when they had laid many stripes on them, 

they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely.”
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They are not only beaten but they are also thrown 

in Jail. Remember, they have no protection at all. 

The people, the magistrates, 

the authorities are against them 

so now they are about to face hard times.

The Jailer is commanded to keep these men 

Very Secure. Remember, as soon as they hand 

the prisoners to the jailer, he is the one responsible 

to make sure that they are secure in prison.

Acts 16:23; “when they had laid many stripes on them, 

they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely.”
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The jailer will make sure that these men are secure.

In order to do that, 

he will take both to the inner prison.

The inner prison in those days are not like 

many of the prisons today. In those days 

prisons were dark, dusty, damp and cold.

Paul and Silas are facing

this for the fact that they are 

Christians and they are 

not in the position 

to deny their Lord.

Acts 16:24; “Having received such a charge, he put them 

into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.”
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Would you be willing to sing songs 

unto the Lord in these circumstances?

Paul never allows his imprisonments

to disturb his spiritual relationship with God.

Philippians 1:7; 13; 17; Col 4:10, 18; 

Philemon 10; Ephesians 6:10;

Acts 16:25; “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”
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Notice  that they are not mad nor disappointed  

about the injustices that these people 

have railed against them.

Instead of complaining and grumbling against God,

they are praising Him.

Sometimes in life, anger, hate and complaining 

does not allow many to pray and to sing to God

like these men. 1 Thess 5:17; 

Even if this is in jail, or any other circumstances. 

Philippians 4:6;

Acts 16:25; “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”
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God was listening to them but also the Bible says

that the “PRISONERS” were listening!

Imagine all the prisoners wondering 

where all the singing was coming from?

They were in one of the inside prisons.

Long before the earthquake these prisoners 

are impressed with Paul and Silas.

What kind of men are these? that after receiving 

many stripes, they do not curse anyone, 

after all the abuse they pray and sing songs. 

They are followers of Jesus? Matthew 5:11-12; 

Luke 6:22; 1 Peter 4:14; 2 Tim 2:12; 2 Cor 4:17;

Acts 16:25; “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing 

hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.”



155



156

We will do well from time to time to consider that

even though it seems that we are alone, we are not!

The Lord is our shield and our protection.

Gen 28:15; Deut 31:6, 8; Jos 1:5; 1 Chro 28:20; 

Psa 37:25; Matt 6:25, 34; Phil 4:11-12; 1 Tim 6:6-8;

God taking care of His children?

Remember Joseph? / Remember Moses

Remember Daniel? / Remember Elijah?

Remember Jeremiah?

Remember John the Baptist? / Remember Peter?

Remember John the Disciple?

I wonder who was in CONTROL?

Acts 16:26; “Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 

so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately 

all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.”
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Please don’t you ever say 

or consider this to be coincidence…

Same happened before with Peter.

Remember they are not only singing but also 

“Praying.” Does God answer prayers?

Well there you have it.

This is now the third time that the Lord 

freed his servants from the prison.
(Acts 5:19; 12:7-12;)

Acts 16:26; “Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 

so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately 

all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.”
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Acts 16:27; “And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing 

the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, 

drew his sword and was about to kill himself.”
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This is the ‘FAMOUS” jailer of Philippi.

He is the Jail Keeper. He is the responsible one.

He knows that he will get the blame for this.

Why is he so worried?

HE WAS SLEEPING! This man is in shock!

THERE WAS NO MERCY FOR HIM!

He draws his sword and is ready to kill himself. 

He knew that they would die anyway 

if any prisoner under his care escaped.

Acts 12:19; 27:42;

“After Herod had a thorough search made for him 

and did not find him, he cross-examined

the guards and ordered that they be executed.”

Acts 16:27; “And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing 

the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, 

drew his sword and was about to kill himself.”
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The jailer was supposed to set order.

But he's running back and forth trying to kill himself.

Acts 16:28; “But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, 

"Do yourself no harm, for we are all here."

Paul like other times

will take care of this.

Acts 27:21-44;

Do yourself no harm!

Paul says that they are all with

them, no one has run away

because there was 

no need to kill himself!
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The jailer is trembling and he is very worried.

He is asking for light and he understands 

that safety is at the feet of Paul and Silas.

Why didn’t the jailer ask for help

from the other prisoners 

but only  Paul and Silas?

Did he notice something 

Different about Paul and Silas?

Acts 16:29; “Then he called for a light, ran in, 

and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas."
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Many believe that this man right now is out 

of his mind, too nervous and the question

that he is asking does not make any sense.

Others are saying that the question 

has nothing to do with how to be saved 

but how to be saved from certain death.

He will be executed because prisoners could have

escaped… and he is not right in his mind. 

So he never asked about spiritual salvation 

but physical salvation…

Acts 16:30; “And he brought them out and said,

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
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The question that this man is asking is familiar 

to Luke and has been already asked by:-

Luke 3:10; So the people asked him, saying, 

"What shall we do then?”

Acts 2:37; “Now when they heard this, they were cut

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

Acts 9:6; “So he, trembling and astonished, said,

"Lord, what do You want me to do?" 

Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the

city, and you will be told what you must do."

Acts 16:30; “And he brought them out and said,

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
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This jailor and all the prisoners knew this could be

nothing but an act of God had freed Paul and Silas.

Perhaps the jailor had been listening earlier 

to the words and songs of Paul and Silas.

He knew they had the message of salvation.

Acts 16:30; “And he brought them out and said,

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
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Is it true that Paul is telling this man you don’t need

to do anything but just believe in Lord Jesus and 

He will do everything for you?

If it is only believe then there is nothing else to do!

Is it true that Salvation comes at the point of 

believing without being obedient to the word?

The doctrine of salvation by faith only or faith alone

teaches that a sinner receives forgiveness 

simply by belief in Jesus without obedience

or works of any kind.

Acts 16:31; “So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you will be saved, you and your household."
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The Bible clearly affirms that the only power that

can forgive man's sins is the blood of Jesus.

Jesus death paid the penalty for our sins.

(Ephesians 1:7; Romans 5:6-9; Hebrews 9:14; 

1 Peter 1:18,19; Rev 1:5;

Consider a sinner who has never been cleansed 

by Jesus' blood. If he is to be pardoned,

there must be a point at which that cleansing power 

applies to him personally and forgives him. 

Something must happen in his life as an essential

condition (or conditions) in order for God 

to grant him forgiveness. 

Acts 16:31; “So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you will be saved, you and your household."
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We seek to determine what these conditions are

and at what point this forgiveness comes.

In order to cleanse dirt, soap must be applied 

to that which is unclean. 

For an electric lamp to give 

light, it must contact 

the source of power. 

So for the sinner to be forgiven,

they must contact Jesus‘

blood. How and when

does this happen?

Acts 16:31; “So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you will be saved, you and your household."
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"Wherefore, that we are justified by faith, only, is a

most wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort“

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church, 1972 Edition, p. 55.

"Baptism is not essential to salvation...; 

but it is essential to obedience, 

since Christ has commanded it. 

It is also essential to a public confession of Christ 

before the world, 

and to membership in the church...“

- Standard Manual for Baptist Churches by Hiscox, 

p. 21 (via Handbook of Religious Quotations).34

Acts 16:31; THE FALSE IDEA OF SAVED BY FAITH ALONE;
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"...faith is the sole condition to experiencing 

the new birth ... Water baptism is ... administered 

only to those who have already been saved.” 

“...faith alone, without the added step of baptism, 

assures the forgiveness of sin, the promise of the 

indwelling Holy Spirit and the gift of everlasting life,”

“Baptism ... has nothing to do with washing away

sin or with a person's justification” 

Sermon by an advocate of "faith only."

Acts 16:31; THE FALSE IDEA OF SAVED BY FAITH ALONE;
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“So sin is believed to be forgiven 

the moment the sinner trusts Christ as his Saviour," 

“and faith is the only condition one must meet. 

Obedience is not required, 

especially not water baptism; 

baptism comes after one has been forgiven.” 

Is this doctrine true? 

What does the Bible say about mans response 

to God’s grace, the conditions God lays down

for salvation, and what difference does it make?

Acts 16:31; THE FALSE IDEA OF SAVED BY FAITH ALONE;
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John 3:16; Whoever believes on Jesus 

will have eternal life.

Rom 1:16; The gospel is God’s power

to save all who believe.

Rom 5:1-2; By faith we are justified 

and have access to grace.

What does the Bible say 

about mans response to God’s grace?

Eph 2:8; By grace are you saved through faith.

See also:- Acts 16:31; 10:43; 15:9; 13:39; John 8:34; 5:24; 

6:40; 20:30-31; Rom 3:22-28; 4:3, 16; etc

We conclude that faith is essential to salvation

And without faith nobody can be saved.
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We are told that verses like these above 

prove we are saved by faith alone because 

faith is mentioned but baptism not mentioned.

Yet none of these passages state 

that we are saved by faith alone.

By the same reasoning many passages 

mention repentance, confession and baptism 

without mentioning faith.

We only know that any one of these others

are necessary because the text says it.

No passage says we are saved by faith alone!
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Matt 28:19; "Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptising them into the name

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:38; “Peter said to them, "Repent, and each 

of you be baptised into the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8:36; As they went along the road they came 

to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look! 

Water! What prevents me from being baptised?"

Acts 8:12; “But when they believed Philip

preaching the good news about the kingdom 

of God and the name of Jesus Christ,

they were being baptised.”

Are we

Saved (justified) 

by FAITH ALONE?

Acts 22:16; “Now why do you delay? 

Get up and be baptised, and wash away 

your sins, calling on His name.”

James 2:24; “Don't you see that a person is righteous because of 

his actions? He CANNOT BE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH ALONE.” 

Jesus says NO!

Peter says NO!

Philip says NO!

Ananias says NO!

James says NO!

Why do they all 

mention baptism 

if faith alone 

is sufficient?
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Jam 2:14; “What use is it, my brethren, 

if someone says he has faith but he has no works? 

Can that faith save him?”

Jam 2:24; “Don't you see that a person is righteous 

because of his actions? 

He cannot be made right by faith alone.”

Jam 2:24; Is the only passage that mentions

“faith Alone” and it says that we 

CANNOT be justified / saved / by faith alone.

No passage says we are saved by faith alone!
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Inward Faith Will Not Save.

John 12:42-43; - People "believed" in Jesus

but would not confess Him, because they loved

the praises of men more than the praises of God. 

Were they saved? (Rom 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33;)

James 2:19-20; - Even devils believe!

Are they saved? 

No passage says we are saved by faith alone!
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SAVED NOT GRACE ALONE OR FAITH ALONE.

Rom 3:28; 5:1; Luther - Sola faith.

Eph 2:5;         Saved by Grace.

Rom 8:33;     God Justifies.=  (Saved by God.)

Rom 5:1; Justified by faith =  

(God is the originator of our salvation.)

1 Cor 15:1-4;  Saved by the Gospel.   

Rom 1:16;       Gods power to saved.

Rom 5:9;         Justified by blood. 

Rev 1:5; Washed in Christ’s blood.

Acts 2:36ff;      Repentance and Baptism.

Acts 16:31;   Believe on the Lord.

Gal 2:27; Justified in Christ.
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SAVED NOT GRACE ALONE OR FAITH ALONE.

Acts 2:21;   Calling on the name of the Lord.

Rom 5:10; Justified by Christ’s life.

Rom 5:9;  Justified by Christ’s blood. 

James 2:24; Works.

Acts 11:14; Words by which we shall be saved.

1Pet 3:21;  Baptism saves. 

Rom 3:24;   Gods Grace Phil 2:7-8; Heb 2:9;

James 1:21;  The word.

Rom 10:10; Confessing our belief in Jesus.

Titus 3:5;   Regeneration. 

Rev 2:10; Remaining Faithful.



179

God's grace. (Eph 2:4-10; 1:7; Titus 2:11,12; Acts 15:11;)

Jesus' death and resurrection. (Eph 1:7; Rom 5:6-10; 

1 Peter 1:18,19; Rev 1:5; 1 Cor 15:17; 1 Peter 3:21;)

Faith. (John 3:16; Ephes 2:8 Rom 5:1-2; etc)

The gospel. (Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 1:23-25; Acts 11:14; 

James 1:18,21; 1 Corinthians 15:1-2; John 8:31-32;)

Learning God's will. (Acts 11:14; John 6:44-45; 

Romans 10:17; 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:21)

Love. (1 Cor 16:22; 13:1-3; Gal 5:6; 1 John 4:7-8;)

Hope. (Romans 8:24;)

Many things are involved in man’s salvation
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Repentance. (2 Corinthians 7:10; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30; 

Luke 13:3,5; 2 Peter 3:9;)

Obedience. (Heb 5:9; Rom 6:17,18; 1 Pet 1:22;

Acts 10:34-35; 2 Thess 1:8-9; Gal 5:6; James 2:14-26;)

Confession of Christ. (Romans 10:9-10; Matthew 10:32;)

Baptism. (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21; 

Romans 6:3-7; Galatians 3:26-27; Colossians 2:12-13;)

Faithfulness. (Matthew 10:22; Revelation 2:10; 

1 Cor 15:58; Matthew 28:20; Titus 2:11,12; 1 John 2:1-6)

Church membership. (Acts 2:47; 20:28; Eph 5:23-25;)

Many things are involved in man’s salvation

Some of these are things God has done; 

others we must do. 

All are essential to our salvation. 



181

Mar 16:15 “And He said to them, "Go into all the 

world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

Eph 3:8; “To me, who am less than the least 

of all the saints, this grace was given, 

that I should preach among the Gentiles 

the unsearchable riches of Christ.”

Col 1:28; “Him we preach, warning every man and 

teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may 

present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

Acts 16:32; “Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 

and to all who were in his house.”
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1Thess 2:8; “So, affectionately longing for you, 

we were well pleased to impart to you not only 

the gospel of God, but also our own lives, 

because you had become dear to us.”

1Tim 1:15; “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

1Tim 1:16; “However, for this reason I obtained

mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show 

all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who 

are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.”

Acts 16:32; “Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 

and to all who were in his house.”
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He took them in the same hour of the night!

Baptism must be done in the proper way 

or is not baptism at all!

People need to recognize that 

when God commands something 

we must obey in the fullest extent of the Word.

He told Saul to KILL THE AMALEKITES! Did He?

He told Naaman, Dip yourself seven times in the 

Jordan! Did He?

He told Nadab and Abihu. Light the Censer from 

this fire that I will show to you! Did they?

Acts 16:33; “And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 

their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were immersed.”
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Grace how salvation is originated!

The Blood how salvation is procured!

The Gospel how salvation is offered!

What does the Bible say 

about mans response to God’s grace?

Faith how salvation is appropriated!

Repentance how salvation is approached!

Baptism how salvation is applied!
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So they said, 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you will be saved,

you and your household.” Acts 16:31;

“The person who believes it 

and is immersed will be saved, but 

the person who doesn't believe it 

will be condemned.” Mark 16:16;
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Through the Blood of Jesus
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The jailer and all his family rejoice over the fact 

That they are saved, they had obeyed the Lord 

fully and in truth!

Acts 2:46; Acts 8:39; Phil 4:4; 1 Peter 1:6-8;.

Acts 16:34; “Now when he had brought them into his house, 

he set food before them; and he rejoiced, 

having believed in God with all his household. 
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Finally someone in there recognized that Paul

and Silas were innocent, now they come 

and order the jailer to let them go…

The jailer, now a Christian, and now gives 

to Paul and Silas words of good will and peace.

He was so happy to have these men in his house 

but now it is time to move on.

For Paul and Silas it is an opportunity to move on

and to continue the preaching of the gospel.

Acts 16:35-36; “And when it was day, the magistrates

sent the officers, saying, "Let those men go. 

So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, 

"The magistrates have sent to let you go.

Now therefore depart, and go in peace." " 
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Paul Made Three Points:-

1. The officials had caused Paul and Silas 

to be beaten OPENLY.

2. They had done that in spite of the fact that Paul

and Silas were Roman citizens.

3. They had also thrown Paul and Silas

in prison unjustly.

Was Paul acting like a ‘renegade’?

NO, he is just appealing for what was right.

It was a crime to beat a ROMAN citizen.

Acts 16:35; “But Paul said to them, "They have beaten us openly, un 

condemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they 

put us out secretly? No indeed! 

Let them come themselves and get us out." 
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If news of their conduct reached Rome,

at best the magistrates would lose their jobs, 

at worst they would lose their heads…

Paul demanded his rights as a Roman citizen 

but did not stay in Philippi to bring trouble 

to the disciples, most of whom were Gentiles. 

The townspeople were obviously prejudiced 

against Jews even if they were Roman citizens.

Jesus did not have Roman citizenship. 

He could not demand and get a fair trial 

in a Roman court as Paul could do.

Acts 16:35; “But Paul said to them, "They have beaten us openly, un 

condemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they 

put us out secretly? No indeed! 

Let them come themselves and get us out." 
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38 “The officers reported this to the magistrates, 

and when they heard that Paul and Silas 

were Roman citizens, they were alarmed.   

39 “They came to appease them and escorted them 

from the prison, requesting them to leave the city.”

40 “After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, 

they went to Lydia's house, where they met with 

the brothers and encouraged them. Then they left.”

Acts 16:38; “And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and 

they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans.”
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Many abuse their power of authority not realizing

the consequences that this will bring unto them…

These men abuse power, 

now they are asking for forgiveness.

They want Paul and Silas to go as soon as possible

and not to tell anyone that they were mistreated.

Acts 16:39; “They came to appease them and escorted them 

from the prison, requesting them to leave the city.” 



196

Christian service

challenges us to care about to others.

Successful service requires the right attitude.

God can use anyone or  anything.

Most results are unseen until later.

Acts 16:40; “After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to 

Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. 

Then they left.”
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On this second missionary journey of Paul, 

it is the first time an Apostle has come 

to Europe. It is fitting that it should be Paul 

since he has been designated

as Christ’s Apostle to the Gentiles.

Leaving Macedonia, 

he goes to Athens, Greece, 

then to the Peloponnesian Peninsula, 

called “Achaia” in those days.

After working for a time in Corinth, 

he returns to Asia.

Conclusion.
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I have a heavy duty

To keep secure in jail

Every kind of criminal;

I know I must not fail.

Tonight I sit here listening

To things I’ve never heard.

Amazing things I am hearing

About God and His word.

The Philippian Jailer.

By Ellis Jones
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Two beaten men are singing

And praising God on high.

I just can’t understand it.

It makes me want to cry.

What is that awful rumbling?

My world is torn apart.

I draw my sword in terror

And aim it for my heart.
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A voice shouts in the darkness,

“We’re here, don’t be afraid!”

I call for lights and enter.

My fear for joy I trade.

I hope for my salvation,

And for my family.

We learn the truth and do it.

From sin we are set free.
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Now I’m a different person.

Now Jesus is my Lord.

To Him I will be faithful,

And always keep His word.
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