
2nd Missionary Journey

Part 5

Acts 18:1-22; - Corinth to Antioch.



Second Missionary Journey.

Antioch in Syria to Jerusalem. 

ACTS 15:36; to 18:22;

Around A.D. 50 to 54.

40 months.

2,800 miles.



Paul & Silas

Jerusalem

Barnabas & 

John Mark.

Tarsus

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists.

Athens
Lystra

Antioch.

Iconium.

Derbe

Neapolis

Troas

Philippi

Amphipolis

Apollonia

Thessalonica

Berea

The 2nd Missionary Journey 

so far:-

Acts 15:36 Antioch in Syria 

to Athens 17:34;



Paul & Silas

Jerusalem

Barnabas & 

John Mark.

Tarsus

2nd Missionary Journey.

Acts 15:36; to 18:22;

Paul, Barnabas & 

Silas plus other 

evangelists.

Athens
Lystra

Antioch.

Iconium.

Derbe

Neapolis

Troas

Philippi

Amphipolis

Apollonia

Thessalonica

Berea

Corinth. Paul travels to Corinth 

and evangelizes. He meets a 
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This chapter is full of Action and we are introduced 

to and reminded of many different people.

Aquila and his wife Priscilla v2.

Claudius. v2.  Silas and Timothy. v5.

Titius Justus. v7.  Crispus. v8 Gallio.  v12.

Sosthenes. v17.  Apollos. v24.    John. V25.

Let us remind ourselves of 

what Paul had come through to be in Corinth.

Acts 18:1; “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”
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This 2 Missionary Journey had taken Paul 

across to Europe and to Philippi for the first time.

After his traumatic experiences at Philippi, 

he had travelled WESTWARD, 

through AMPHIPOLIS and APOLLONIA. 

Where little preaching was done, 

because they were largely military outposts.

He came to THESSALONICA.

Here he met with some success

but also with persecution.

Acts 18:1; “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”
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This persecution, drove him, 

under cover of darkness, to leave for

an off-the-beaten-track little place called BEREA.

At Berea, the response to the message 

was much more encouraging;

But his enemies followed him from THESSALONICA 

and he was hurried taken by the brethren, 

some 200 miles south to ATHENS.

There, at Athens, PAUL was left alone, 

to wait for the arrival of Timothy and Silas,

who had remained behind.

But there coming was delayed.

Acts 18:1; “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”
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Now he is in Corinth, where there must have been

a fairly large Jewish community.

He occupies himself with TENT MAKING.

PHYSICALLY WEARY: MENTALLY UNDER STRESS

BUT STILL WORKING.

THAT is important.

Paul was unsettled and distressed, 

but he kept working.

Acts 18:1; “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”



10

From Athens, the educational centre of Greece,

Paul comes to Corinth, its commercial centre.

The people here, as in most metropolitan cities 

are more worldly than those 

in the smaller cities in the heartland.

Their religious and philosophical worldview 

had no adequate basis for objective moral norms.

Later, Paul will write two letters to the Christians in this city,

chiefly to correct their many serious problems.

Acts 18:1; “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”
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They were not resistant to Christ!

The emptiness of a life based on self-gratification

leaves us crying out:- Is this all there is?

Acts 18:1; “After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.”

Religious pluralism. 

Demeter & Bacchus cult.

Aphrodite temple.

1000 + temple prostitutes.

Mystery religions.

Alcohol & Drugs.

Wealth & Materialism. Occult.

Rampant sexuality.  Moral anarchy.

Corinth was a very sinful city and as a congregation, 

they gave Paul, a very hard time because 

they wanted to bring sin into the congregation.



The Isthmus 

with skids built over.

Corinthian Canal.
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PROBLEMS REPORTED BY THE HOUSE OF CHLOE. 

(1:10-6:20;)

FACTIONS IN THE CHURCH. (1:1-4:21;) 

SEXUAL IMMORALITY. (5:1-13;) 

LAWSUITS AMONG BRETHREN. (6:1-11;) 

MORAL DEFILEMENTS. (6:12-20;) 

PROBLEMS MENTIONED IN THE LETTER FROM CORINTH. 

(7:1-16:9;)

MARRIAGE & CELIBACY. (7:1-40;) 

EATING MEATS SACRIFICED TO IDOLS. (8:1-11:1;) 

WOMEN PRAYING AND PROPHESYING

WITH HEADS UNCOVERED. (11:2-16;) 

THE LORD'S SUPPER. (11:17-34;) 

SPIRITUAL GIFTS. (12:1-14:40;) 

RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD. (15:1-58;) 

COLLECTION FOR THE SAINTS. (16:1-4;) 
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Acts 18:2; “There he met a Jew named Aquila, and his wife Priscilla.”
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After Paul came to Corinth, the first people he met

and joined in their work were Aquila and his wife

Priscilla, tentmakers like himself. 

Aquila was from Pontus, a province 

in Asia Minor, now in northern Turkey.  

But Aquila and Priscilla had moved to Rome some 

time past.  Now they were in Corinth in enforced 

exile because the Emperor Claudius

had driven all Jews out of Rome.

This exile will not last long possibly one and 

a half years, because in the 16th chapter of Romans

we learn they are back in Rome and have 

a congregation worshipping in their house.

Acts 18:2; “There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, 

who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius 

had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them.”
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Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus 

was the fourth Roman Emperor of the Julio-Claudian

dynasty. Born in Gaul (modern-day Lyon, France), 

to Drusus and Antonia Minor. 

He was the first Roman Emperor 

to be born outside Italy.

Acts 11:28; “Which came to pass

in the days of Claudius Caesar.”

Roman Historian Suetonis Confirms 

Acts 18; “He banished from Rome 

all the Jews, who were continually 

making disturbances at 

the instigation of one Chrestus."

Acts 18:2; “There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, 

who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius 

had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them.”
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“TRADE” = “occupation.” Aquila and Priscilla 

have a small, Private business, and  Paul is taken in, 

to live with them and to share in the work. 

It was a regular custom among the Jews to teach 

their sons some useful trade, so that they would 

always  have a way  to earn an honest living.

Paul wanted to keep himself from 

any suspicions of self-interests 

in his work as a teacher. 
1 Cor 9:15-19;  2 Cor 11:7-13; 

Acts 20:34;  2 Thess 3:9, 10:

Acts 18:3; “So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them 

and worked; for by occupation they were tent makers.”
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“Tent-making” = a valid and often preferred 

approach to ministry financing

because it requires no church funds, 

it should be the norm for all Christians

Although paying selected Christian workers

is biblical, this should never 

be a means of personal enrichment.

Accounting and handling of funds should

be public and beyond reproach. 2 Cor 8:21;

“For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only 

in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.”  

Acts 18:3; “So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them 

and worked; for by occupation they were tent makers.”
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Paul was proud of the fact that he supported

himself and those who travelled with him, 

“working with his own hands,” as he put it. 

All Jewish boys were trained in an occupation.

In his youth, his parents must have been wealthy 

enough to send him to Palestine to be taught 

the Jewish religion by none other than Gamaliel,

one of the most famous teachers in Jewish history.

He perhaps also attended 

a Greco-Roman university to learn the history, 

culture and classics of Greece and Rome.

Acts 18:3; “So, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them 

and worked; for by occupation they were tent makers.”
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Remember, this reasoning always included 

the teaching of the gospel of Jesus.

The reason why Paul went to the synagogues

Saturday after Saturday was because there,  

the biggest concentration of religious Jews were found.

He is trying to persuade them to believe his 

message about Jesus being the Messiah that 

they were waiting for and therefore the one to follow.

Luke says that there were Greeks among them 

in the Synagogues, and by this

we can understand that they were Proselytes.

Acts 18:4; “And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, 

and persuaded both Jews and Greeks.”



24

They came to Paul, because he had sent back to

Macedonia, with the brethren who had accompanied

him to Athens. He had then sent a request for them

to come to Corinth. (Acts 17:15; 1 Thess 3:1-2;)

He was worried about the Thessalonians 

and now that Timothy is back, he is happy 

to hear good news about the brethren 1 Thess 3:6;

How can we testify that Jesus is the Christ?

We must open the Bible!

We have the same task. We, like Paul, have the same hope 

and we must tell people who Jesus is and the things that 

He can do for them if they allow Him to come into their lives!

Acts 18:5; “When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was 

compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.”
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Paul Preaches Jesus and 

the story of God’s grace through the cross!

Not human reasoning and human wisdom. 

Paul will tell the story of JESUS with the utmost 

simplicity. He will not try to wrap it up and make the 

story palatable to sophisticated men and women.

IT WILL BE THE STORY OF THE CROSS" 

Jesus the Christ and Him crucified.

IN OTHER WORDS, PAUL PRESENTED  

A PERSON NOT A PHILOSPHY!

This is the difference between Christianity and other 

religions. Christianity does NOT offer system of doctrine 

which men must try to understand,

but rather a PERSON on whom they can to rely.

Acts 18:5; “When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was 

compelled by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.”
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Paul had been making tents all week 

and going to the synagogue every Sabbath Day

to reason with the Jews.

When Silas and Timothy joined him 

He quit making tents and worked full time 

to make disciples for Jesus.

As usual, the Jewish leaders feared that Paul 

would take away their followers, so they began 

to abuse Paul and oppose his teaching. 

He had gone first to Jews as Jesus commanded. 

They rejected the message 

so he now went to the Gentiles.

Acts 18:6; “But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments 

and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. 

From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”



27

Acts 18:6; “But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments 

and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. 

From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
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Opposition will come when the enemies of Christ 

notice that the gospel 

is having success among sinners.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 

is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes;

to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

“If anyone will not welcome you or listen 

to your words, shake the dust off your feet 

when you leave that home or town.” Matt 10:14;

“When I say to the wicked, `O wicked man, you will surely

die,' and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his

ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold 

you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn 

the wicked man, you will be saved yourself.”  Ezekiel 33:8-9;

Acts 18:6; “But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments 

and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. 

From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
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It was the same Jewish people; they were the ones

who rejected the gospel of Christ.

They were the main and the original recipients

of the word of God, but as a nation

they did not want it!

John 1:11; Acts 3:26; Acts 13:46;

Paul was called by Christ as the apostle 

of the Gentiles and, it is for this reason 

that Paul confessed. “I will go to the Gentiles.”

Acts 9:15; “The Lord said to him, "Go, for he is 

a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before

Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.”

Acts 18:6; “But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments 

and said to them, "Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. 

From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”
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The Christian disciple identified with those 

to whom he ministered. Rejected by the Jews,

Paul could no longer preach in the synagogue.

Note what he did:- Paul began to preach 

in the home of a convert named Justus.

We do not know much about Justus 

only that he was one who worshipped God.

The rejection by the ones in the synagogue did not 

stop Paul from preaching the gospel. Justus had

his house next door to the synagogue 

so basically Paul could see, and hear 

who was coming to the synagogue.

Acts 18:7; “he departed from there and entered the house 

of a certain man named Justus, one who worshiped God, 

whose house was next door to the synagogue.”
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Those in the synagogue would see and hear

Paul still preaching and perhaps the congregation 

singing praise to their God in the name of Jesus!

Then another man is recorded by Luke, Crispus.

Who was Crispus?

He was the ruler of the synagogue.

Each Jewish synagogue had a ruler or president 

who assigned duties for the synagogue service. 

Crispus was that man in this synagogue.

Acts 18:8; “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with 

all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed were baptized.”
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Synagogue Lintel, Corinth, Greece.

Acts 18:7; “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with 

all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed were baptized.”
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Paul witnessed to all- high and low. This is clearly 

seen in that the chief ruler of the synagogue 

and his family were reached for Christ. 

But, so were many of the other citizens of Corinth.

Remember, many of these would be coming from the 

most sinful backgrounds imaginable. Corinth was a cesspool

of immorality and night club life in the ancient world.

From inferences in 1 Corinthians 11;

I think it was not long before the congregation 

left Justus’ house and had its own meeting place.

Acts 18:8; “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with 

all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed were baptized.”
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Hearing, Believed, Baptized.

This is Gods way of salvation.

By inference we believe that they also repented 

of their sins and confessed Jesus as the son of God.

Remember Acts 2:38; Acts 8:37;

The theory that in Acts there 

is a transition between salvation 

by works and salvation 

by faith alone is untenable. 

Baptism is simply the obedience 

of faith and not a work to earn 

salvation. (Romans 6:17;)

Acts 18:8; “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with 

all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed were baptized.”
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hear
believe

repent
confess

SINS FORGIVEN

OLD MAN 

(LOST IN SIN)

NEW MAN 

(REBORN 

IN CHRIST)

AT WHAT POINT ARE SINS 

FORGIVEN?

RECEIVE 

INDWELLING 

HOLY SPIRIT

IMPORTANT 

QUESTION

Washed in the BLOOD

TIME LINE

be baptized

Saved by God’s Grace 

Through the Blood of Jesus
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You see all three elements of the Gospel are represented 

in baptism: Jesus’ death vs our death to self, 

Jesus’ burial vs our burial in the watery grave of baptism, 

Jesus’ resurrection vs our being raised up to live a new life.

The Gospel re-enacted. Through the blood of Christ 

our baptism brings us into a relationship with Christ.
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Is baptism an OPTION or a COMMAND?

Men can deny many things, but will never 

erase, from the Bible, the fact that 

if a person wants to be a Christian, baptism 

is a command of Jesus therefore “essential.”

Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15-16; 

Acts 2:37-41; 8:12; 8:35-38; 22:16;

Romans 6:1-6; 10:14-17; 1 Corinthians 1:13-17; etc.

There is no need to argue with God.

The Corinthians understood the call of the gospel

and they obeyed it!

What is the problem with men today? 

Why is it that they love to contradict the will of God?

Acts 18:8; “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with 

all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed were baptized.”
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We often think of Paul as a super Christian who

never had any problems. This is a striking picture 

of just how human Paul was, and how dependent 

he was on the Lord's presence and encouragement. 

He did not have the Bible, the word of God 

as we have today so that we can turn to it

and draw strength from it as we allow 

God to speak to us through His word.

We need to keep in mind 

how severely Paul had been

persecuted, suffering so much

for his precious Lord.

Acts 18:9; “Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision,

"Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;”
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His life had been threatened in Damascus. 

(Acts 9:23;)

His life had been threatened again in Jerusalem. 

(Acts 9:29;)

He had been persecuted and run out 

of Antioch of Pisidia. (Acts 13:50;).

He had faced possible stoning in Iconium.

(Acts 14:5;)

He had been stoned and left for dead in Lystra. 

(Acts 14:19;)

He had been opposed and made the centre 

of controversy by the church itself. (Acts 15:1f;)

Acts 18:9; “Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision,

"Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;”
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He had experienced the separation of his closest

friend and companion, Barnabas. (Acts 15:39;)

He had been beaten with rods and imprisoned

in Philippi. (Acts 16:23f;)

He had been cast out of Philippi. (Acts 16:39;)

His life had been threatened in Thessalonica.

(Acts 17:5-7, 10;)

He had been forced out of Berea. (Acts 17:13-14;)

He had been mocked in Athens. (Acts 17:18;)

Acts 18:9; “Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision,

"Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;”



42

Paul was shrinking from having to face the uproar 

of persecution again. He was apparently thinking

about moving on or else keeping silent for awhile,

hoping that the storm would pass.

This is seen in the very first words 

which the Lord spoke to Paul.

Be not afraid, Speak, Do not keep silent.

Paul himself says. 1 Cor 2:3; “I was with you in

weakness and in fear and in much trembling.”

2 Cor 7:5; “When we arrived in Macedonia there was no rest

for us; outside, trouble was on every hand and all around us;

within us, our hearts were full of dread and fear.”

Acts 18:9; “Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision,

"Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;”
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Do we ever feel alone? Is God with us when we are

going through those hard moments in our lives?

When people mock us and ridicule us 

for believing in and speaking about Jesus.

(Matthew 28:20;). Paul needed nothing else, 

just the perfect assurance and sense of the Lord's 

presence, the presence of the One who had done 

so much for him and whom he loved so much.

God is with us in and through any danger

that we must face.

We are NOT alone and Paul was not alone. 

God strengthened him and will gives us 

the strength also to see things through.

Acts 18:9; “Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision,

"Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent;”
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“For I am with you.” Do we trust Him?

Jesus spoke to Paul on different occasions.

9:4; 22:17; 16:9; 23:11; 27:23;

“And no one will attack you.”

What a wonderful assurance this must have been 

to Paul!  Thus he could stay without fear until 

his work was accomplished in this place.

Matthew 10:26-31; 1 Cor 4:9-13; 

2 Cor 11:23-28; Phil 3:10; Col 1:24-25;

"What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what 

you hear in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops. "Do not fear those 

who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; rather fear

Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

Acts 18:10; “for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you;

for I have many people in this city."
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“For I have many people in this city.”

Remember Elijah? 1 King 19:18; 

Remember Jonah?  Jonah 4:11.

“The Lord knows those who are His.” (2 Tim 2:19;) 

God, Who knows the heart, knows 

who will respond to the gospel and who will not.

The value of knowing the gospel, 

beyond the forgiveness of sins that the sincere

seeker for truth may already have,

is a more complete knowledge of God. 

It is to know His promises and blessings, 

a way of life that is elevated above superstition and 

anxiety and the fellowship with the family of God.

Acts 18:10; “for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you;

for I have many people in this city."
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He stayed 18 months in a city where 

he was very afraid, with the help of God.

What was the purpose?

So that he could teach the gospel in a city where

the church absorbed almost every sin found there.

It was important to stay that long in order 

to prepare the people of God to deal with their sins.

Acts 18:11; “And he continued there a year and six months, 

teaching the word of God among them.”
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As usual, after a time, the unbelieving Jewish

leaders make their false accusations against Paul.

These Jews are willing to kill Paul, 

they don't give up... 

Every evil person will always go the extra mile 

in order to execute their plan.

This time they take him to a Roman court. 

The Roman courts, as a matter of policy,

will not decide religious disputes.

Acts 18:12; “When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with 

one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the judgment seat."
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They are bringing Paul to the proconsul, Gallio, 

in order to find support to condemn Paul 

for something that he has not done.

This is not the first or last time

we will see Paul suffer in the

hands of his own people…

Acts 18:12; “When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with 

one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the judgment seat."
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Acts 18:13; “saying, "This fellow persuades men to worship God 

contrary to the law."
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Paul, here, has become the object of a great lie.

This was the exact same lie that these men

used against Stephen. Acts 6:12-13;

In 17:7; He was accused. Here, it has occurred again

in order to get Paul in trouble.

Was Paul teaching men to worship God 

contrary to the law?

Never! The accusation is false!

Jesus was accused many times, for they 

did not understand the way that He spoke to them.

Matthew 5:17; 15:9; Acts 17:6; 

Acts 18:13; “saying, "This fellow persuades men to worship God 

contrary to the law."
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Paul was ready to open his mouth.

Don't give him a chance, because he had 

the power to keep everyone silent and attentive.

The attitude of these Jewish men may explain 

why Caesar sent all of the Jews out of Rome. 

They could be very annoying.

Gallio explained the situation well: “If this 

accusation is a crime, then I will listen to you.” 

He does not want to be involved in other problems.

Acts 18:14; “And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said

to the Jews, "If it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes,

O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear with you."
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All of these leaders knew the Jews. 

They were blind followers and the governors knew 

that they were willing, even to lie, for the law.

Gallio is speaking like Pilate when he says 

“look to it yourself.” Matthew 27:24;

Gallio was very open when he said that he was 

not in the position to Judge their  complaints.

John 18:31;

Many of the Christians in the first century

and even today, suffered, 

due to the lies from their own country men.

Acts 18:15; “But if it is a question of words and names and your own law, 

look to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matters."
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He refused to hear and decide the controversy. 

He commanded them to depart from the court. 

The word used here does not denote that there 

was any violence used by Gallio, but merely that 

he dismissed them in an authoritative manner.

When the governors were tired of them 

they just threw them out of the political places.

These Jews loved to be treated like that.

It made them feel self righteous and unjustly treated 

and gave them something to complain about 

the way the Romans ruled over them.

Acts 18:16; “And he drove them from the judgment seat."
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Will they give up? 

No, later they will try again 

with Paul and his partners.

Evil men do not cease to fight against God.

Acts 18:16; “And he drove them from the judgment seat."
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Evidently Sosthenes had become the ruler

of the synagogue after Crispus left. 

He had talked these Jews into bringing these

charges against Paul before Gallio.

Now they were angry with him 

and took out their rage on him. 

I think he learned not to make promises 

he couldn’t keep and build up expectations 

that might not be realized.

Some think that this is the same Sosthenes

who later became a convert to Christ 

and a co-worker with Paul.1 Cor 1:1-2; 

Acts 18:17; “Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, 

the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. 

But Gallio took no notice of these things."
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Apparently they beat Sosthenes

the ruler of the synagogue in the open air. 

Right before the judgment seat.

Gallio who was proconsul of Achaia 

took no notice!
That is he did not care what was happening

because it was based on their beliefs and traditions.

Acts 18:17; “Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, 

the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. 

But Gallio took no notice of these things."
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After the court trial and a favourable ruling by the

proconsul Gallio, Paul was able to settle down 

in a permanent ministry, coming and going 

and bearing witness and ministering freely. 

Scripture says he remained in Corinth 

for a good while, for many days.

Ministering freely without the pressure and strain of 

open abuse and opposition was a real treat for Paul. 

No man could blame Paul for settling down 

and carrying on a dynamic ministry in Corinth.

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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He was protected by Gallio's ruling.

He was having phenomenal results.

He was loved by many of the believers.

He was in a strategic city of commerce 

and trade which would assure 

the spread of the gospel far and wide.

But note a critical fact. 

God had not called Paul to be the preacher 

of a local congregation. Paul was called to carry 

the gospel forth as an evangelist and a missionary. 

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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To remain in Corinth as a local congregations 

preacher would be against God's will. 

Paul would miss God's great call for his life.

The point is this: being the heroic believer 

that he was, Paul:-

Struck out because it was the only way

to fulfill God's purpose for his life.

Struck out despite being comfortably settled.

Struck out to carry the message of the glorious

gospel forth.

Struck out to reach men & women, for Jesus Christ.

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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How many of us turn away from 

God's call to serve because of:-

Family and friends? success and acceptance?

position and prestige?

possessions and materialism?  security and safety?

The heroic believer refuses to miss God's will 

and an opportunity to serve.

He denies himself and takes up his cross daily 

and follows Christ, no matter where it takes him.

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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So after a year and a half in Corinth

Paul wants to return to Antioch and report 

to the congregation that had sent him out.

Priscilla and Aquila travel with him 

as far as Ephesus.

We can never say that we do not need our brothers 

in Christ at all. Here we can see that Paul the great 

apostle of Jesus is in need of Christian company.

We all need Christian encouragement, 

it is a fundamental help for our Christian life.

Galatians 6:1-2; John 13:34; 15:12; 1 Thess 5:14;

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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Paul put himself under vows when needed.
When Paul left Corinth he took some vow before the Lord, 

refusing to cut his hair until the vow was fulfilled.

It was completed when he reached Cenchrea, 

the seaport of Corinth, where he embarked for Asia. 

and he cut his hair. 

He carried the hair to Jerusalem to be burned 

on the altar before God as a testimony 

that he had fulfilled his vow.

See also Acts 21:24;“Take these men, join in 

their purification rites and pay their expenses, 

so that they can have their heads shaved.”

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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What was the vow? Was it a vow:-

Of thanksgiving and praise for such

a fruitful ministry in Corinth?

Of commitment to break away from such 

a comfortable and peaceful ministry in Corinth?

Was it a vow of prayer for safety 

as he travelled back home to Antioch?

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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The answer is unknown. However, there is 

a great lesson for believers in the fact 

that Paul took a vow before the Lord. 

Vows are too often 

ignored and dismissed by believers.

Is it Biblical to make vows!

Let’s all understand first what is a vow?

Definition:- A solemn promise, 

pledge, or personal commitment:-

marriage vows; a vow of secrecy, etc.

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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Can I as a Christian make vows today?

Can I promise to my God in heaven this and that?

Let me say something before

we make a “vow” to God

Ecclesiastes 5:4-5:

“When you make a vow to God, do not delay 

to pay it; For He has no pleasure in fools. 

Pay what you have vowed. 

Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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What Solomon is telling us is:-

Do not promise anything to God in your life 

if you are not in the position 

to keep what you have promise!

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."

Lord I (vow) promise to be more faithful 

to you in this coming 20??.

Lord I (vow) promise to you to love my wife 

more from now on.

Lord I (vow) promise to study your word 

more from now on.
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Lord I (vow) promise to be more involved 

in the work that this congregation is carrying on...

Lord I (vow) promise to you to be more active

in the services from now on.

Lord I (vow) promise to try to develop

a better relationship with You.

Lord I (vow) promise not to forsake the assemblies

as I have been doing in the past.

When we say all these things! Are we 

in the position to keep that (vow) promise?

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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Vow or no vow we all made a big one 

the day that you we gave our lives to Christ

and that vow will be there for ever.

We heard about God’s grace found in Jesus 

and made a commitment to respond to it!

We believed that Jesus is the son of God 

and that he die for us 

and we made a commitment to follow Him!

We recognized our sins and demonstrated that 

we were willing to repent and turn back to God!

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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We stood before witnesses and confess our belief

that Jesus was the Christ in front of people? 

(What do you think that was? A vow, 

a promise, a pledge, a commitment?)

We allowed ourselves to be immersed that the blood

of Christ might cleanse us and we demonstrated 

our commitment to walk in newness of life! 

As a testimony that we now belong to Christ.

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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Can I make a vow to God? Yes!

But remember! Ecclesiastes 5:4-5;

“So when you make a promise to God, don't delay 

in following through, for God takes no pleasure 

in fools. Keep all the promises you make to him.”

“It is better to say nothing than to promise

something that you don't follow through on.”

Acts 18:18; “So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of 

the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. 

He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow."
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Ephesus was the chief city in the Roman province

of Asia, the province that contained 

the seven congregations written about 

in the book of Revelation. 

There were at least ten churches in this province

at the time Revelation was written. 

Paul's stay in Ephesus at this time was very brief. 

But he did not sit still. No matter where Paul 

was or the brevity of his stay, he bore testimony 

to the glorious salvation in Christ Jesus.

He is doing exactly what he did before. 

To sit down and reason with people is the best way 

to help them understand the gospel of Jesus.

Acts 18:19; “And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself 

entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews."
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Acts 18:19; “And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself 

entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews."

Ancient Pier 

at Ephesus.

The Latin

word for sand

is “arena.”
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Even the Jews in Ephesus were open 

to Paul on this brief visit. 

They asked him to stay with them 

for a while, hungering for the Word of God.

But he could not stay, not now. 

There are times when we cannot stay 

with people there are others things

that demand our attention.

Acts 18:20; “When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, 

he did not consent."
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What feast is Paul referring to? Pentecost?

We are not sure which one it is. All we can say

is that this feast was really important to Paul, 

the point where he said: “I must by all means.”

Acts 18:21; “but took leave of them, saying, "I must by all means keep this 

coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God willing." 

And he sailed from Ephesus.”
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The promise that he made 

was very important!

I will return again God willing! 

What do we learn from these words?

James says that everything we do 

must be done in the will of God.
James 4:15; 1 Cor 4:19; 16:7;  Heb 6:3;

Acts 18:21; “but took leave of them, saying, "I must by all means keep this 

coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God willing." 

And he sailed from Ephesus.”
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From Ephesus he sails to Palestine, landing at 

Caesarea. Then he goes up to Jerusalem, visits 

the congregation there, then goes down to Antioch.

Many believe that he went to the congregation 

in Jerusalem based on the phrase “He went up,”

and, that previously he mentioned 

he “must” keep the feast in Jerusalem.

Who was the congregation of Antioch?

This is the congregation that was, if you will,

“supporting” Paul in all of his travels so far. 

It is only fair for him to go up, pass in by, 

and give reports of what he has been doing so far.

Acts 18:22; “Paul went down to the city of Caesarea. 

Then he went up and greeted the congregation (at Jerusalem).

After that, he went down to the city of Antioch . ."
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When he arrived in Antioch, 

that was the conclusion 

of his second missionary journey.

Cities that he had visited were:-

Derbe and Lystra, Antioch in Pisidia, Troas, 

Neapolis, Philippi, Amphipolis, Apollonia, 

Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, 

Cenchrea, Ephesus, Caesarea, Jerusalem.

The Jews, his own country men, 

had resisted him in almost every city,

with the exception of Athens and  Ephesus.

Acts 18:22; “Paul went down to the city of Caesarea. 

Then he went up and greeted the congregation (at Jerusalem).

After that, he went down to the city of Antioch . ."
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God had been glorified.

The gospel of God’s grace found 

in the Death Burial and Resurrection of Jesus.

Had been proclaimed.

Many had responded by believing the good news. 

By turning back to God.

By being immersed into Christ and therefore 

having their sins washed by His blood.

Now having been cleanse and with the Spirit of God

dwelling within them they are walking 

in newness of life!  In a new relationship with God

through His son’s sacrifice! Praise God!

Acts 18:22; “Paul went down to the city of Caesarea. 

Then he went up and greeted the congregation (at Jerusalem).

After that, he went down to the city of Antioch . ."
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Foreknowledge and Predestination?

By Ellis Jones.



90

Known to God are all His works,

From eternity past. (Acts 15:8;)

He’s with each generation,

From the first to the last. (Isaiah 41:4;)

The end from the beginning,

In omniscience, He knows, (Isaiah 46:10;)

And how to save His children,

While destroying His foes. (2 Peter 2:9;)

Foreknowledge and Predestination?

By Ellis Jones.
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He chose the saved in Jesus,

Before the world was made. (Eph 1:4;)

Even before creation,

Redemption’s plan was laid. (Acts 2:23;)

All names were in His Book,

And were there from the start.  (Rev 17:8;)

But your name can be removed

If sin corrupts your heart. (Exodus 32:33;)
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He predestines and predicts

The things that serve His plan. (Eph 3:9-11;)

He brought all things together

To centre in One Man. (Eph 2:21-22;)

Sacrificed before the world

And time and space began,

That Lamb of God was Jesus;

He executes God’s plan. (Rev 13:8;)
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God knows who are His own,

Who will obey or won’t-

All those who honour Him

And all those who don’t. (2 Tim 2:19;)

But all men have a choice.

He knows what choice you’ll make.

Before you start your journey

He knows what road you’ll take.



96



97

Prepared by

Graeme Morrison

graemestudy@gmail.com

https://www.graemebibleresources.com

Next in the series:-

Acts 18:23-21:26; 3rd Missionary Journey.

2nd Missionary Journey

Part 4

Corinth to Antioch? 

Acts 18:1-22;

http://www.graemebibleresources.com/

