


THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD B |

The New Testament pattern.

The use of musical instruments is nowhere mentioned in the N.T. as an aid to ‘worship.
In Rev. 5:8 we have a picture of the four and twenty elders who fell down before the Lamb,
“having each one a harp and golden bowils full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints™,
People have used this scripture to advance the argument, “Well, instruments of music are used
in heaven to worship God, so what is good enough for heaven is good enough for the church”.
Fair enough: if God allows harps in heaven then it is His prerogative to do so, but He has never
authorised the use of musical instruments in the Church! We must be concistent. If we want
the harps of heaven in the church, and we appeal to the Revelation passage to support this,
then we must also have the incense; but many who would support instrumental music in the
church draw the line at burning incense. If thé words are to be taken literally then let’s have
the incense with our prayers, but I think the passage is figurative anyway.

In his letter to Ephesus, Paul appeals for understanding of God’s word, “Wherefore be
ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:17-19).
This passage specifically indicates. speaking and singing and nothing else. Words alone are used
both to speak and to sing; according to Paul the melody is to be made in the heart, and this is
fully consistent with those who are “filled with the Spirit’.

Speaking and singing we understand, but the making of melody, some say, can only be
accomplished by the addition of a musical instrument, so in order to fulfil something that God
has never commanded in the first place, they add something to His word. Paul’s appeal to the
Corinthian brethren was *‘that you may learn by us to live according to the scripture” (1 Cor.
4:6). Would that many today would live according to that teaching.

The expression ‘making melody’ is the Greek word PSALLO, and this means to pluck
astringed instrument with the fingers; in the O.T. this referred to the harp, and so they psalloed
the harp. In the passage of scripture under consideration Paul tells christians to psallo, and
what he means is that when christians sing they psallo the heart — they make melody in their
hearts by the singing. This is the spiritual use of the word. Quite often in the New Testament
we find the literal contrasted with the spiritual so that the spirtiual meaning can be shown.
Literal circumcision was a cutting of the flesh; spiritual circumcision is of the heart. The
Lord mentioned the eating of his flesh and the drinking of his blood; what he meant, of course,
was the spiritual feeding on him. Consequently here, literal psalloing is plucking a literal
object; spiritual psalloing is the action on a spiritual object — the heart; we sing and make
melody in the heart unto God. )

All that the christian is commanded to do is to sing. In the N.T. we read, “And when
they had sung a hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives” (Matt. 26:30) “And at mid-
night. Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God” (Acts 16:25). “I will sing with the
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also” (1 Cor. 14:15). “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly. In all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God” (Coll. 3:16). Singing is
the limit of the command. It ought also to be the limit of the practice.

When we sing, we sing songs. The Greek word ODE is always used in the N.T. and is in
praise of God or Christ. W.E. Vine in his Expository of N.T. words explains that the word ‘song’
is generia, i.e., we can sing any kind of song. In Eph. 5:19 and Coll. 3:16 the adjective ‘spiritual’
is used to describe the sort of song which the christian should sing.. The spiritual song given.
voice in praise unto God from a spirit-filled life will lift the heart to heights of melodic ecstacy;
surely this is what the Bible teaches. Can you recall those all-too-rare occasions when you have
come from a meeting and said “The singing was great tonight, wasn’t it™? It was then that the
melody of God had blended with the voices to produce something almost divine. That is enough,
isn’t it?
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The very' fact that the N.T. is absolutely silent on the use of musical instruments in the
worship of God should be enough to convince everyone that God never-intended them to be
used for this purpose. He does not want the mechanical aid; what He requires is the praise from
spirit-filled lives which speak His name. Let us give this to Him.



