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“In Exod. 7 Moses and Aaron were sent to Pharaoh to persuade the king to release the
children of Israel by performing wonders and signs. Why was it that the wise men and
magicians of Egypt were able to perform the same miracles as were performed by
Moses ? Also, if Moses turned all the rivers, ponds and brooks into blood, how were
the magicians able to do likewise, and where did the water come from ? ” ﬁ

As we can imagine, when Moses and Aaron confronted Pharaoh as representatives
of God, the king was not long in asking for some evidence as proof that God, the
God of Israel, was backing their demands. Thus it was arranged, that when Pharaoh
demanded such proof (as in chap. 7:9) that Aaron was to cast his rod before the king
and it would become a serpent. Aaron does as he is commanded and we would have
imagined that Pharaoh would have been impressed. Pharaoh, it appears, regarded the
wonder as a skilful piece of magic, and his reaction was to summon to his palace his
wise men, sorcerers and magicians, no doubt assuring Moses that he could repeat Moses’
trick of turning stick into serpent. The Egyptians were particularly clever sorcerers; and
even today there are magicians in Egypt who are extremely adept at charming snakes.
By pressing the nape of the neck they can throw snakes into a kind of catalepsy which
renders them stiff and immovable—thus seeming to have transformed them into walking
sticks. The magicians were summoned to the palace and, having had prior notice of
what was required of them, they would come prepared. What they were not prepared
for, however, was that Aaron’s rod would swallow all the rods of the magicians, leaving
them discomfitted and no doubt embarrassed. However, the fact that Pharaoh’s magicians
appeared to the king to have been successful in repeating the miracle of Aaron’s was
enough to assure the king that Aaron was guilty of legerdemain.

The next wonder performed by Moses and Aaron was in turning the mighty river
Nile into blood, and all the other rivers in Egypt, and the streams, ponds, pools and even






