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God’s Commandments to Noah.

God commanded Noah and his family
to, “Be fruitful and multiply…”

Man’s dominion over animals and birds
was repeated as told to Adam.

God now gave man animals for food.
God required a penalty for murder.

Dominion over all things v. 1-2;
All things edible v. 3;

Do not eat the blood v. 4;



  

Man is to Dominate the Animals.



  

COVENANTS AND CURSES. GENESIS 9:1-29;

The judgment of God has come and gone.
Those who were in the ark were spared;

all else was destroyed.
Now we come to a new beginning.  

This new beginning
has echoes of the first beginning

This is a chapter of new beginnings.
The destruction of the flood is past.  



  

Adam Noah

Adam was the father
of the human race.

Noah is the new father
of the human race.

Adam was told to be fruitful
and multiply and fill the 

earth.

Noah is told to
be fruitful and multiply
and replenish the earth.

Adam was to rule over
the animals and God brought 

them to him to be named.

The fear of Noah
and his descendants

will be on all the animals.
They are given into his hand

God gave to Adam
the herbs and fruit

of the ground as food.

God adds to Noah’s
choice of food

the flesh of animals.



  

As Noah and his family come out of the ark, it
is possible that they were a bit apprehensive.  

God had just destroyed the world because
of its wickedness in an awesome display of power.

Perhaps they begin to wonder if God
might not send another flood if they step out of line.

I can imagine their fears escalating
when the first thunderstorm strikes.

To alleviate their fears, God established
His covenant with Noah in which

He will promise
never again to destroy the world with a flood. 



  

1. Then God blessed Noah and his sons,
saying to them, "Be fruitful

and increase in number and fill the earth. 
 2. The fear and dread of you will fall upon

All the beasts of the earth
and all the birds of the air,

upon every creature
that moves along the ground,

 and upon all the fish of the sea;
 they are given into your hands.

Genesis 9:1-2;



  

Patriarchal Age- After the flood.
Gen 9:3; “ Every living thing that moves will be yours to eat,
no less than the foliage of the plants. I give you everything,”

Meat for Food. Genesis 9:3;



  

Meat for Food Genesis 9:3;
The relationship between mankind

and the animal kingdom was not previously
described as involving fear or terror. 

Man exercised a ruler ship over the earth,
but it seems to have been a benign ruler ship.

This now changes in the new age.
  This does not give us carte blanch
to treat animals in a cruel manner. 

Gen 9:3; “ Every living thing that moves will be yours to eat,
no less than the foliage of the plants. I give you everything,”



  

Animals’ Rights? :-
Man and animals do not share equal rights

as some seem to believe nowadays.
Good people will not subject animals to torture
or prolonged agony when killing them for food. 

Skilled slaughterers kill meat animals
quickly with a minimum of suffering.

The Jewish priests cut the jugular vein
of the sacrificial animal and it bled to death

with a minimum of suffering.

Gen 9:3; “Every living thing that moves will be yours to eat,
no less than the foliage of the plants. I give you everything,”



  

Meat for Food. Genesis 9:3;



  

The Proverb in Proverbs 12:10; remind us of this:-
A righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, 

But the compassion of the wicked is cruel. 

On the other hand, this is not a call
for mankind to become vegetarians

or to disallow the possibility of taking the life
of an animal. Rather it is a call to refrain
from needless cruelty toward animals.

Gen 9:3; “Every living thing that moves will be yours to eat,
no less than the foliage of the plants. I give you everything,”



  

Man Could Eat Anything 
Except Meat with the Blood Still in it.



  

Man Could Eat Anything
Except Meat with the Blood Still in it.

This also seems to reflect a change
from the time before the flood.  

  In Genesis 1:29; God gave to man
plants and the fruit of trees for food.  

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”

This is now expanded to include the flesh of animals
as a part of the diet of mankind.

The law of the clean and unclean
did not apply to food animals.

Christians are not under any such law today.
(Mark 7:19; Acts 10:91-16; 11:5-10;
1 Timothy 4:3-4; Romans 14:20).



  

A Prohibition against Blood:- The exception
to man’s diet in the including of the flesh of animals

is that he was not to eat flesh with its life.   

On the one hand, this means that the eating
of an animal must necessarily cause the death

of that animal prior to the eating.

But more specifically,
it is a prohibition against the drinking of blood.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”



  

Blood was to be special and sacred.
Why? Because blood represented life.  
That is seen in both the Old Testament

as well as the New Testament.  

When we speak of the blood of Jesus being shed, 
we are not speaking about

some magic quality in His haemoglobin, 
but the fact that He gave His life for us.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”



  

Many cultures eat and drink blood in different forms.
A question with which I have been asked to consider is "May Christians
eat Black Puddings?" and I am fairly sure that some people will find the
subject almost amusing and, perhaps, hardly worthy of consideration.

That. I believe, would be a big mistake, because in the scriptures,
where blood is mentioned over 300 times, it is never treated lightly

or frivolously, as I think this will become evident as we look
at some of passages of scripture in which blood is mentioned.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

But let us first make clear what it is that we are about to consider,
because whilst most of us have heard about Black Puddings,

very few of us will have given them a great deal of thought, and this,
I suggest, its even true among the people who eat them!

Of course, blood itself is something we all take very seriously.
After all, it has been described as 'The Red River of Life', and this
is certainly an apt description, because we cannot live without it.



  

Our lungs supply oxygen to the blood, and our heart pumps
the oxygenated blood throughout our body by means of the arteries,

so that among its many functions, blood supplies vital oxygen
and nutrients, it keeps us either hot or cool as may be necessary,

it fights infections and it eliminates waste products.

Indeed, the importance of the role played by out blood
may be judged from the number of times

we are required by our doctors to undergo blood tests.

And the reason why it is so important is revealed in Leviticus 17:14;
 "....for the life of all flesh is the blood thereof."

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

No! We take 'blood' seriously. It is the addition of the word, 'pudding‘
changes our perception and introduces a note of levity into

the discussion. One can scarcely say, 'Pudding' without raising a smile,
but in answering the question posed at the beginning of this article, 

I think that we shall find that this black object,
created by some resourceful butcher as he sought to make use

of every part of the carcase on which he had been working,
and then presented as an article of food, should not be treated lightly.



  

Let us begin by asking:- 'Of what does Black Pudding consist?'
Well, in these days, in the different parts of our own country,

and in other countries where it is produce, the manufacturers change
the constituents of the 'pudding'? in order create their own special,

or unique, recipe, but a Black Pudding originally and essentially
consists of pig's blood, which is heated and allowed to cool

until it congeals, and then is stuffed into a piece of pig's intestine.

Traditionally, it is formed into fairly round balls, but in these days it is
also sold in slices, as the makers attempt to attract a modern clientele.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

As to its food value, think about these facts;
3 1/2 ounces of Black Pudding contains about 90 calories and provides;-

1    gram of carbohydrates, 
1   gram of sugar, 

15   grams of protein, 
680   milligrams of salt, 
6.4 milligrams of iron, 
and 35   grams of fat.



  

This means that 1 lb. of Black Pudding contains about 220 grams of fat. 
This hardly qualifies to be labelled a healthy foodstuff!

But, even if Black Pudding were a perfect food, providing everything
that our body needs, the question would still remain;

Is it something that a Christian should eat?

What The Scriptures Reveal.
There is no obvious mention of blood in the first three chapters
of Genesis, although it is apparent that, in providing a covering
for Adam and Eve, the blood of animals was shed - sacrificed!

- And it was God Himself who provided the sacrifice.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

There is no mention of animals being slaughtered for food,
because our first parents ate fruit and vegetables. (Genesis 2:29;) They
were not meat-eaters until after the Flood, as we shall see in our study.



  

The first use of the word, 'blood', a word which occurs more than
300 times in the Bible, is found in Genesis 4:10; when God said to Cain,

"The voice of your brother's blood cries to me from the ground".

God knew when blood had been shed and
the consequence of that first murder was that the ground would

 'henceforth not yield unto thee her strength'. In other words,
the earth would no longer be as productive or as fruitful as before.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

This is the first indication of the importance
that God attached to blood.



  

The Covenant with Noah. (Genesis 9.)
It was after the flood had subsided and Noah and his family had emerged
from the Ark that God spoke about the Covenant which was to be made,

not merely with Noah but with 'every living creature of all flesh'.

Genesis 9:15;
Notice the terms that God used in speaking about the covenant,

because they are both important and significant.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

a) I establish My covenant with you and with your seed after you. v.9;
b) My covenant. v.11;

c) The covenant perpetual generations. v.12;
d) A covenant between Me and the earth. v.13;

e)/ will remember My covenant. v.15;
f) The everlasting covenant between God and living creature....? v.16;

g) The covenant which I have established between Me
and all flesh that is upon the earth. v.17;



  

A Covenant Invariably Consists of Conditions and Blessings.
In the opening verses of this chapter, Genesis 9, we read that

God blessed Noah and his sons and commissioned them to re-populate
the earth. The Hebrew word used is 'MALE'- 'to fill' or 'fill up'.

He then bestowed on Noah supremacy over every living creature - 
virtually restoring to him the authority that had
originally been given to Adam, Genesis 1: 28;

It was at this point that God made an addition to Man's diet.
"Every moving thing that lives shall be meat for you; 

just as the green herb have I given you all things.” Genesis 9:3;

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

Man became a 'carnivore' - a meat-eater.



  

But there then follows a condition - a prohibition.
V.4; “But flesh with the life thereof,

which is the blood thereof, you shall not eat.”
It is impossible not to see that this verse alone is sufficient to prohibit

the eating of blood in any form whatsoever.

From the earliest of times, the Bible reveals,
God has emphasized the sacredness of blood - whether animal or human,

- and has hedged it around with very strict prohibitions.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

(Notice, also, that embedded in this covenant
is God's law relating to wilful murder.

V.6. “Whosoever sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed,
for in the image of God made He him.”



  

Blood under the Mosaic Covenant.
The sacredness of blood was later revealed in the sacrificial system

concerning which God gave instructions to Moses.

I think that we who were never under the Mosaic Law and who,
consequently, were not required to implement

its commands relating to animal sacrifice,
are inclined to treat what we read about it in a casual sort of way.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

For example; this is how we often see it:-
A Hebrew sins and brings an animal sacrifice as a sin-offering,

intended to appease an aggrieved God.
Having offered his sacrifice everything is put right again!

Or so we think! But it was not so simple or straightforward!



  

The ritual of animal sacrifice was never just a convenient
and simple ceremony, because, in the first place, the animal

which the sinner brought for sacrifice must be an animal
 which he himself had nurtured and for which he had cared.

In order to comply with the Mosaic Law, he must present the animal
at the Temple, where the priest would examine it to ensure that

there was no flaw or deformity in it, since anything of that nature
would render it unfit for sacrifice.

However, in later times it was not uncommon for the priest
to reject the animal on the pretext of having found some ‘imperfection’

in it, which meant that the unfortunate worshipper
was compelled to buy an approved animal from the priest.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

There was, of course no provision made in the Mosaic Law 
for the purchase of animals for sacrifice. 

This form of 'made easy and convenient' was the invention of the priests,
who, as we see when Jesus encountered them in the Temple court,

had created a profitable business out of the sale of animals for sacrifice. 



  

For their part, the people themselves had come to accept this convenient 
arrangement which said, in effect, no need to take the trouble of bringing

animals for sacrifice up to the Temple. It can all be arranged at price!

It is not surprising; therefore, that Jesus was made angry
by this commercialization of religion,

and the blatant degrading of the God-given system of sacrifice.

Again; we often suppose that, on his arrival at the Temple,
the worshipper simply handed over his animal to the priest, who took it
away, slaughtered it, and then applied the blood 'according to the Law'.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

But this also is a mistake, because, 'according to the Law' the guilty
sinner must himself apply the knife to the throat of the sacrificial victim,

his own lamb!- which he had brought up!- ! - reared! And which the family
may even have adored as pet! (For an example; read 2nd. Samuel 12:3;)

In imposing these procedures, was God being severe? Hard? Insensitive?
Perhaps this is how it appears to us today, but it was in this way that God

compelled the sinner to recognize the grave and painful, cost of sin!



  

Modern Judaism and Its Attitude to Blood.
In modern times, Judaism continues to strictly observe

God's prohibition placed on the eating of any form of blood. 
Animals  intended for food are slaughtered in a manner

which allows the blood to drain away, as God commanded.

Originally, this ritual slaughter would have been supervised by
the Priests, but, because the Jews have now no priesthood the function

has been taken over by the Rabbi, who monitors the procedure to ensure
that it is 'kosher' - a word which means, 'correct, genuine or legitimate'

Therefore, producing flesh fit for food,
because it has been prepared according to the laws found in Leviticus 11,

the which identify the clean and the unclean animals;
that is, those fit for food and those that are unfit. 

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

Along with this chapter, we should read Leviticus 17,
and Deuteronomy 12. also passages where God
specifically prohibits the use of blood as food.



  

Christians Can Eat Anything 
Except Meat with the Blood Still in it.



  

Leviticus 17:10 states that God would 'set his Face' against anyone,
either Israelite or foreigner living with the Israelites, who ate

any kind of blood, and would 'cut him off from among his people.'

V.11 explains that 'the life of the flesh is in the blood,
and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement

for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.'

V.12. “No soul of you shall eat blood”
V.13 declares that any hunter, who caught any animal or bird,

must 'pour out the blood thereof and cover it with dust.'

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

And v.14 reiterates what has already been stated:-
"For the life of he flesh is in the blood.

Therefore you shall eat the blood of no manner of flesh, for the life
of all flesh is in the blood thereof; whoever eats it shall be cut off'...



  

The Hebrews generally obeyed these laws, and exceptions were rare.
The prime example of a case of disobedience is found in 1st Samuel 14.

where, having defeated the Philistines in battle, King Saul's soldiers killed
the animals they had captured from the enemy and, after slaughtering

them, ate the flesh without allowing the blood to drain from the carcase.

When Saul heard this he told his men, 
“You have sinned in eating with the blood” vv. 12-14;

Blood in the New Testament. (Acts 15.)
After the first Gentiles obeyed he Gospel and had been admitted to the
fellowship of the Church, an important meeting was held in Jerusalem,

when the apostles and Elders met together to discuss the extent
to which the Gentiles might be required to comply with the Mosaic Law. 

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

The issue was raised by Jewish Christians who, still 'zealous' for the law, 
mistakenly believed that Gentiles must first submit

to the Law of Moses before they could become Christians,
and the rite of circumcision was expressly mentioned.



  

The conclusion reached by this meeting was that the Gentiles
should not be troubled by such pressure, but, out of regard for

the sensitivities of their Jewish brethren, they should be advised to;-

"Abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication,
and from things strangled, and from blood." Acts 15:20;

And this was the instruction which went out to all the congregations
where non-Jews had fellowship.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

Galatians 4:4-5; Until: "when The Fullness Of Time,
Came God Sent Forth His Son ... To Redeem ...“

Redemption, Forgiveness Of Sins, Was Not Possible.



  

The Hebrews' writer tells us this when he wrote:-
"It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin"? 

Hebrews 10:4;
In the O.T. the Hebrew word for Atonement is 'KIPPURIM’

simply means "a covering up."

In other words, sins were not blotted out, cancelled, or washed away,
because the blood of an animal could not suffice to deal with the sins

of a Man. The lesser could not die in the place of the greater.
Even that solemn ceremony on the DAY of ATONEMENT, the most 

solemn
and important Day in their year, did not offer the Jews forgiveness.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

God accepted the sacrifice as a confession or acknowledgement
of the nation's sins, and COVERED THEM for another year,

always looking forward to the time when the sacrifice (Jesus)
would be made which would effectively atone for sin



  

This is why the scriptures tell us that "In those sacrifices there was a 
remembrance again made of sin every year."

The burden of the nation's guilt was rolled forward
-carried over for another year.

But think of the RIVERS of BLOOD, which flowed during O.T. times!.
Sacrifices were offered every day in the Temple; morning and evening.

Personal sacrifices - National sacrifices - Sin offerings -Thank offerings.

Yet none of these provided the assurance of forgiveness.
They all pointed forward to the time when

God Himself would provide the sacrifice that saves from sin.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

Only in the New Testament do we read of Redemption.
Remission. Forgiveness, because the shedding of the blood of Christ

did something that animal sacrifices could never do. 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world." John 1:29
"HE appeared once, at the end of the ages,

to PUT AWAY sin by the sacrifice of Himself." Hebrews 9:26;



  

CONCLUSION:- Does this prohibition on the eating of blood apply today?
"We must recognize that some of God's Laws were Dispensational

and therefore temporary in their application.

There were the Ceremonial Laws,
related to worship at specific periods in O.T. History.

The particular sacrifices about which we have spoken are examples
of a ritual which belonged to the Old Mosaic Law, which Paul says; 

Jesus took out of the way, nailing it to His cross. 

That is, He treated it in the manner in which a cancelled debt
was treated in ancient times. The cancelled bill

was nailed to a place where all could see that the debt had been paid.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

Others were Moral Laws, which are permanent
and which, never change, but remain valid for all ages.

Murder, for instance, has always been condemned by God.

From the beginning, God decreed "that a man should leave his father
and mother and cleave unto his wife", Jesus tells us. Gods law relating

the sanctity of all kinds of blood belongs to this category of Law/



  

A Brief Summing Up.
1. It is important to recognize that the law prohibiting the use of blood

for food does not come from the Mosaic Law. It preceded the law
and existed in the Patriarchal Age, as Genesis 9 clearly proves.

2.This law was not given to Hebrews. Israelites, or Jews alone,
because the passage makes clear that the Covenant that God made,

was made with the all mankind, as a 'perpetual covenant' 
the sign of which remains with us even today - the Rainbow!

3. All that we read in the scriptures relating to blood must be considered
in relation to God's plan for the redemption of mankind

by means of the shedding of the blood of His own Lamb.

Gen 9:4; “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.”
A short Study on BLOOD in the Bible. By Frank Worgan.

For this reason, God declared ALL blood to be sacred!
Even animal blood must not be shed wantonly, and the wanton shedding

of human blood should be dealt with severely, even animal, human or divine. 

(We describe the blood of Christ as 'divine' 
because Paul urged the Elders of the Ephesian Church to:-

'Take heed to all the flock of God...?. to feed THE CHURCH OF GOD which
HE PURCHASED WITH BLOOD THAT WAS HIS OWN' (Acts 20:28)



  

Capital Punishment. Genesis 9:5-6;

Lifeblood required v. 5
Reason: image of God v. 6

“Whoever sheds man's blood,
By man his blood shall be 

shed; For in the image of God
He made man.” 

Gen 9:5-6; “And murder is forbidden. Animals that kill people must die, 
and any person who murders must be killed. 

Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image. ”



  

Some have seen the institution of capital
punishment as the basis for human government.  

The phrase by man his blood shall be shed 
suggests, not the actions of a vigilant or seeker

of vengeance, but of an organized governing body.  

Gen 9:5-6; “And murder is forbidden. Animals that kill people must die, 
and any person who murders must be killed. 

Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image.”



  

Capital Punishment:- Death by Lethal Injection.



  

Capital punishment has two main results:-

It demonstrates the high value of human life.
That is the point being made in this passage.

It is underscored by the explanation that reminds us
that in the image of God He made man.

The point is that, when a man is murdered,
a being who is in the image of God is killed.  

This is such a terrible crime that it calls for
a terrible punishment - the death of the murderer.

Gen 9:5-6; “And murder is forbidden. Animals that kill people must die, 
and any person who murders must be killed. 

Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image.”



  

It eliminates the offender.
This is rather obvious.  One way to stop murder

is to get rid of the murderer.  

Those who argue against the effectiveness
of capital punishment have to admit that,

at the very least, it stops repeat offenders.

At the same time, we must remember
that capital punishment was not to be lightly

or carelessly administered.  

The Mosaic Law recognized the difference
between premeditated murder versus

accidental manslaughter and judged accordingly.

Gen 9:5-6; “And murder is forbidden. Animals that kill people must die, 
and any person who murders must be killed. 

Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image.”



  

Capital Punishment:- Death by Electric Chair.



  

This law of capital punishment for murder
was not a part of the Adamic Covenant.

It was given to Noah, it has never been abrogated
by God, it was also repeated in the Law of Moses.  

The killing of animals is not murder
because no animal was created in God's image.

Man was given power over the animals
to use them for his needs.

Gen 9:6; “Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image.”



  

Capital Punishment:- Death by Gas Chamber.



  

Some Principles:- Under their law from God,
the officers of the nation of Israel were

authorized to execute criminals. (Exodus 21:12-14;)

The Law of Moses was a civil law as well
as a religious law for the Jewish Nation.

The Church is God’s Holy Nation today but its
leaders are not authorized to execute criminals. 

That responsibility is now given to the state.
(Roman 13:1-7;)

Gen 9:6; “Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image.”



  



  

God Still Requires Capital Punishment
for First-Degree Murder.

The principle stated in the Old Testament
is still applicable today Rom 13:1-7;

That is because it is a truth that will not change.

God says man is created in His image and the
only way the land can be purged of the guilt of the
shedding of innocent blood is by the death of the

person who shed it. (Genesis 9:6; Numbers 35:33;)

Gen 9:6; “Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image. ”



  

The Patriarchal Curses and Blessings.



  

The Patriarchal Curses and Blessings.

The Patriarchs in this Dispensation
before the Law of Moses,

were prophets and spoke for God to predict
the future blessings or failures of their descendants.

The most detailed and amazing
of all the Patriarchal Prophecies

is that of Jacob, recorded in Genesis 49.

Gen 9:6; “Yes, you must execute anyone who murders another person,
for to kill a person is to kill a living being made in God's image.”

This is the first of the
Patriarchal Prophetic Pronouncements. 



  

“Increase in Number and Fill the Earth”



  

This first “Great Commission,” “Be fruitful
and increase and fill the earth,” was also

a part of the Adamic Covenant. (Gen 1:29;) 

Compare this to the “Great Spiritual Commission”
of Jesus. (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16;)

That God has given the animals to man
for him to rule over (be stewards of / take care of)

was part of the Adamic Covenant as well.
(Genesis 1:29;)

Gen 9:7; “Now you must have many children and repopulate the earth.
Yes, multiply and fill the earth!.”

The two differences were the new dietary law
and the law of capital punishment for murder.



  

The world’s population is expected to pass 8 billion 
in 2020. But there are many factors that can slow

down or limit population growth. Earthquakes,
hurricanes, tsunamis, pandemics, birth control etc. 

Gen 9:7; “Now you must have many children and repopulate the earth.
Yes, multiply and fill the earth!.”



  

The PATRIARCHAL Age-After the Flood.
The Rainbow Covenant. Genesis 9:8-17;

Covenant with all. v. 10-11;
Sign of the covenant. v. 12-14;
God will remember. v. 15-17;



  

7. As for you, be fruitful and increase in number;
multiply on the earth and increase upon it.“

 8. Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:

9. "I now establish my covenant with you
and with your descendants after you, 

10. and with every living creature that was with you,
the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals,

all those that came out of the ark with you,
every living creature on earth. 

Gen 9:8-9; “Then God told Noah and his sons, 
"I am making a covenant with you and your descendants.”



  

God establishes His covenant with
Noah and with his descendants.  This same

covenant was promised prior to the flood in Genesis
6:18; but it is here that the covenant is established.

The Covenant Concept.
The term “covenant” is translated from the Hebrew 
word Beryth. Some have suggested that this word 
comes from the terms for "eating" and "binding."  

Noth suggests that it derives from the Akkadian birit, 
which relates to the Hebrew term

meaning "between."  

A third suggestion points to
the Akkadian root baru, "to bind or fetter."  

Gen 9:8-9; “Then God told Noah and his sons, 
"I am making a covenant with you and your descendants.”



  

It is used in the Bible as that
which binds two people together.

It involves a verbalized commitment,
but it is more than that.

It is a relationship of life and of death.  

This is seen in the fact that you did not
write a covenant; you always CUT a covenant.  

The making of a covenant
was always sealed with the death of an animal.

This was so ingrained in the ancient culture,
that at a later date, the word “covenant” 

sometimes disappears entirely
as you read of two parties “cutting together.”

Gen 9:8-9; “Then God told Noah and his sons, 
"I am making a covenant with you and your descendants.”



  

The Parties of the Covenant:-  
I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with
your descendants after you; 10 and with every living

creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and
every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes

out of the ark, even every beast of the earth. (9:9-10;)

A covenant is always between at least two parties.  
One of these parties is the Lord.

He is making this covenant.
God makes this covenant with Noah,

his descendants and with every living creature.

Gen 9:8-9; “Then God told Noah and his sons, 
"I am making a covenant with you and your descendants.”



  

This is an Everlasting Covenant:- 
Let me say something about

the word everlasting “OLAM.” 

It is a word that’s meaning needs to be determined
 by the context in which it is found.

It can mean forever but most often is used
in the meaning of:- “as long as is needful.” 

For example the Sabbath was to be everlasting
but it ceased to be in effect when

the New Covenant with Christians began. 

Gen 9:8-9; “Then God told Noah and his sons, 
"I am making a covenant with you and your descendants.”

All flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood (9:11;)



  

God promises that there will never be
another flood to destroy all flesh from the earth. 

This is a message of comfort to Noah
and to his family who had been witnesses

to the terrible wrath of the judgment of God.  

This is generalized even further when we come
to verse 13 where God establishes

the covenant between Himself and the entire earth.

They can believe this promise and be at rest. 

Gen 9:8-9; “Then God told Noah and his sons, 
"I am making a covenant with you and your descendants.”

All flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood (9:11;)



  

Covenant with all. v. 10-11;  /  Sign of the covenant. v. 12-14;



  

11. I establish my covenant with you:
Never again will all life be cut off

by the waters of a flood;
never again will there be a flood

to destroy the earth. 

12. And God said, "This is the sign
of the covenant I am making between me

and you and every living creature with you,
a covenant for all generations to come:

13. I have set my rainbow in the clouds,
and it will be the sign

of the covenant between me and the earth. 



  

Gen 9:16. Whenever the rainbow appears



  

14. Whenever I bring clouds over the earth
and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 

15.  I will remember my covenant
between me and you and all living creatures

of every kind. Never again will
the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 

16. Whenever the rainbow appears in
the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and all
living creatures of every kind on the earth. 



  

17.  So God said to Noah,
"This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me

and all life on the earth." 

The fact that God used the rainbow
as a sign of his new covenant with Noah
is often cited as evidence that it had not

rained on the earth until the Flood. 

The rainbow is mentioned 9 times in chapter
9. The rainbow has been used in prophecy

as a symbol of God's covenant and of
His faithfulness in keeping all his covenants. 

(Ezekiel 1:27-28; Revelation 4:3; 10:1;)



  

Gen 9:17. This is the sign of the covenant.



  

The rainbow will serve as His divine signature
to His everlasting covenant with man and the earth.

The Nature of the Sign:-  
I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign

of a covenant between Me and the earth. (9:13;)

The bow was one of the modern weapons of war
for that day.  It served to the armies of antiquity

 what guided missiles do for armaments of today. 

It allowed death to be delivered from a distance.
The bow of God represents

His weapon of warfare that had been utilized
in bringing the destruction of the flood.

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

That bow is to be set in the cloud in the way
a man might take his weapon of war

and place it over the fireplace mantle.

It is to be set on display for all to see
 that it is no longer in use.

It serves now, not as a weapon of present warfare,
but as a reminder

of the conflict that once took place. 

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

The Uniqueness of the Sign:-
Some have suggested this to be the first rainbow 

that man had ever seen.  

Genesis 2:5-6; speaks of how it
had not previously rained upon the earth

and that a mist would come and water the earth.  

On the other hand, we need not read into this sign
the idea that a rainbow had never before been seen.  

It is just as possible for the Lord
to take existing phenomenon

and to invest it with new meaning and significance.

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

The Sign as a Reminder:-   
I will remember My covenant. (9:15;)

Just as rain upon the earth during this present age
reminds man of God’s former judgment in bringing
the flood, so the rainbow is to serve as a reminder
of God’s promise never to flood the earth again.

The sign is an assurance to us
that God is remembering His covenant.

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

The rainbow as the sign of the covenant
is appropriate when we contrast it

to the sign of the Abrahamic Covenant.



  

The contrast, the Noahic Covenant
involves all created life.

As a result, the sign is not given in the body
of Noah, but in the sky where it is identified,
not just with Noah, but with all of creation. 

Circumcision is a sign in man’s body.  

This was appropriate because
man alone is involved in the covenant with God.

It marked that individual
as being one of God’s covenant people.

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

The rainbow is mentioned
only three more times in the Bible.  

It always indicates the presence of the Lord
in judgment over mankind.

Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of the Lord:- 
“As the appearance of the rainbow

in the clouds on a rainy day, so was
the appearance of the surrounding radiance.” 

“Such was the appearance
of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.”

(Ezekiel 1:28;)

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

The Apostle John’s vision of the Lord:-
  “And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone

and a Ruby in appearance; and there was a rainbow
around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.” 

(Revelation 4:3;)

The Great Messenger from Heaven:- 
“And I saw another strong angel coming down

out of heaven, clothed with a cloud;
and the rainbow was upon his head,

and his face was like the sun,
and his feet like pillars of fire.”

(Revelation 10:1;) 

Gen 9:17; “So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant
I have established between me and all life on the earth.;



  

A New Beginning. Gen 9:18;



  

Just as all mankind had come from Adam,
so all mankind now comes from Noah.  

Noah's wife and his sons' wives contributed genes
that were added to those of Noah and his sons.  

So, there was much genetic material that was not
from Noah himself that was transferred from those

who had lived before the Flood to those who
lived thereafter through the wives of these men. 

But no one had any of the original genetic 
information that had not at first been in Adam.

Gen 9:18; “Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the three sons of Noah, survived
the Flood with their father. (Ham is the ancestor of the Canaanites.);



  

The PATRIARCHAL Age-After the Flood.
Curse on Canaan Genesis 9:25;

Noah gets drunk. v. 20-21;
Ham sees Noah naked. v. 22;

Noah curses Ham’s son. v. 24-25;



  

This is the fourth time we have been given
the names of all three of the sons of Noah,

(Genesis 5:32; 6:10; 7:13;)  

This time there is a difference.
This time we are told that

Ham was the father of Canaan.  

Gen 9:18-19; “Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem and Ham
and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were
the sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth was populated.”



  

The mention of Canaan foreshadows
the events in the following section. 

We are inclined to read over this and barely take
note of the reference to Canaan, but the effect of his
name in the narrative would have had an electrifying

effect upon the original recipients of this book.  

The Israelites in the wilderness
for whom Moses writes this account knew

they would soon be facing the people of Canaan.  

They would soon be entering into the land of Canaan
and fighting against the Canaanites who

were the present inhabitants of the promised land.

Gen 9:18-19; “Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem and Ham
and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were
the sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth was populated.”



  

The First Drunkenness?



  

Noah had stood steadfast against the attacks
of those mighty men of old who set themselves
up against God. He had demonstrated his faith

during the flood while he was in the ark.  

Now that it was over, there comes a failure
 on his part. This serves as a reminder

that it is possible for one who is strong in faith
to be tempted and to fall into reproach.

Gen 9:20-22; “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness

and told his two brothers outside.”



  

Noah took up farming.
In the course of his labours, he planted a vineyard

and, when harvest came, he produced wine.   

The sin of Noah was not that he drank the wine,
but that he kept on drinking

in an immoderate manner until he became drunk. 

Drunkenness is always condemned in Scripture:-  
“And do not get drunk with wine, for that

is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”
(Ephesians 5:18; see also Isaiah 5:22; 28:7-8; 

Romans 13:13; 1 Corinthians 5:11;)

Gen 9:20-22; “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness

and told his two brothers outside.”



  

The drinking of alcoholic beverage may be permitted
and even advised under certain circumstances.

Jesus demonstrated this at a wedding
when He changed water into wine. (John 2:1-11;)  

Paul told Timothy to utilize wine
for medicinal purposes. 

Paul instructed believers in the church
not to associate with drunkards who were

claiming to believe in Christ. (1 Corinthians 5:11;)  

The point is that being drunk
is inconsistent with being a Christian.

Gen 9:20-22; “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness

and told his two brothers outside.”



  

When we read that Ham saw the nakedness
of his father and then read of the extreme curse

that is placed upon Canaan,
we are left with one of two possibilities.

This could merely be the impious action
of a son looking disrespectfully

upon the nakedness of his father. 

By contrast, his two brothers take care
not to allow they eyes to even see the nakedness

of their father, holding a garment
and walking backward with gaze averted

as they move to cover their father’s nakedness. 

Gen 9:20-22; “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness

and told his two brothers outside.”



  

This language could be a euphemistic reference
to a homosexual act.  There are several places in

the Old Testament where we see examples of this.  

A further hint that this may have been
the case is seen in verse 24 where

Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what
his younger son HAD DONE unto him.  

The magnitude of the curse would seem to suggest
a greater sin involved than the immodest look or the
ill-advised communication of what had been seen. 

Gen 9:20-22; “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness

and told his two brothers outside.”



  

Whichever interpretation is chosen,
Ham's actions are seen in contrast to

his two brothers who are careful
not even to look upon their father's nakedness.  

Ham has looked and then he has spoken in what 
apparently has been a dishonourable manner.  

They resolve that they will do neither.
Instead they show their respect

for their father’s privacy
by taking care not to see him in this condition.

Gen 9:20-22; “Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard.
When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered
inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness

and told his two brothers outside.”



  

As with Adam and Eve after they disobeyed God, 
sinners still had a sense of shame to be seen naked.

Adam sinned and became naked.
Noah does the same thing.  He becomes drunk

and he lies naked within his tent.  

We are reminded that the last Adam,
Jesus became naked

as He hung upon the cross in our place.

Gen 9:23; “But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across their
shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father's nakedness.

Their faces were turned away so that they would not see their father's nakedness”



  

Noah’s Curse and Prophecy.



  

Similarity between Adam and Noah.

Gen 9:24-26; “When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what
his youngest son had done to him, he said, "Cursed be Canaan!

The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." He also said,
"Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem.”



  

NOAH’S PROPHECY. 
The prophecy comes in three parts,

dealing with each of the three sons of Noah.  

On the one hand, there is a cosmological 
significance to this prophecy, since 

all mankind is descended from these three men.

On the other hand, it should be remembered
that this prophecy had a special meaning

to the original recipients of the book of Genesis.  

Gen 9:24-26; “When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what
his youngest son had done to him, he said, "Cursed be Canaan!

The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." He also said,
"Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem.”



  

The Israelites in the wilderness will soon be given
the directive to enter the promised land

and destroy all of the Canaanite inhabitants who are there.  
This curse is a part of the reason for that destruction.

Gen 9:24-26; “When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what
his youngest son had done to him, he said, "Cursed be Canaan!

The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." He also said,
"Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem.”



  

The Curse against Canaan:-
Just as Noah's youngest son (Ham)

had committed the sin,
so now Ham's youngest son (Canaan) is cursed.  

This brings us to a question.
Why is Canaan cursed instead of Ham?

We are not told.  

One suggestion is that Noah would not curse Ham 
because he had been blessed by God

(Genesis 9:1;) and you don’t curse someone
whom God has blessed.

Gen 9:25-26; “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." 
He also said, "May Shem be blessed by the Lord my God;

and may Canaan be his servant.”



  

It should be noted that the Canaanite race
was noted for its moral decadence.

Sex worship.
Bestiality.

Child sacrifice.
Homosexuality.

Thus, the judgment would not be upon
an “innocent” people merely on the basis

of the sin of a past ancestor.  

Instead, the words of Noah become a prophecy
that foretells what kind of people

will come from the descendants of Canaan.  

Gen 9:25-26; “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." 
He also said, "May Shem be blessed by the Lord my God;

and may Canaan be his servant.”



  

The Israelites need to know this because they will
be given the mission of entering the land of Canaan
and bringing God’s judgment against that people. 

It should be noted that the descendants of Canaan
went on to show the highest level of sinfulness
and this curse would not take effect until that
sinfulness reached its Peak. (Genesis 15:16;)

Gen 9:25-26; “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers." 
He also said, "May Shem be blessed by the Lord my God;

and may Canaan be his servant.”



  

The Enlargement of Japheth:-
 "May God enlarge Japheth.” 

There is a play on words off the name "Japheth."  
His name means “to enlarge” or “be wide” and
this blessing calls for God to enlarge Japheth.

May God YAPHETH Japheth...

Gen 9:27; “May God enlarge the territory of Japheth, and
may he share the prosperity of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant."



  

Is there a particular way in which God has enlarged
Japheth?  When we consider that the descendants

of Japheth are largely made up of the Indo-European
peoples, we can think of several ways

in which this prophecy might have seen fulfillment.

A physical enlargement can be seen 
as the descendants of Japheth have been the

rulers of some of the greatest empires of the world.

A mental enlargement can be suggested as Japheth
has produced great philosophers and scientists.

A spiritual enlargement has been seen throughout
most of church history as the world of Japheth

is largely the world of Christendom.  

Gen 9:27; “May God enlarge the territory of Japheth, and
may he share the prosperity of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant."



  

The other nations of the world are promised
a blessing which shall come through Shem.  

This promise will be explained in more detail
as the Lord reveals Himself to Abraham.

The Blessing of Shem:-  Blessed be the LORD, the 
God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. (9:26;)

By virtue of this phrase, it is indicated
that the spiritual leadership of the world is

to come through the line of Shem. It is from Shem
that the nation of Israel would be descended.  

Gen 9:27; “May God enlarge the territory of Japheth, and
may he share the prosperity of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant."



  

This prophecy indicates
that the promised seed ‘Jesus,’

would come through Shem’s line.

A TEXTUAL QUESTION with some translations
There is some question as to who

 the pronoun refers to in the middle of verse 27.

May God enlarge Japheth,
And let HIM dwell in the tents of Shem;

And let Canaan be his servant. (Genesis 9:27).

Gen 9:27; “May God enlarge the territory of Japheth, and
may he share the prosperity of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant."



  

Most scholars think that this is Japheth dwelling in 
the tents of Shem.  But there is another possibility.  

It is GOD Himself
who shall dwell in the tents of Shem.

Think of it!  The God of the universe, Creator
of heavens and earth, taking residence in a tent!  

Preposterous!  And yet,
that is exactly what God did.   

As Moses was writing this book,
he could look to the centre of the Israelite camp

and see the tabernacle the tent of meeting.

Gen 9:27; “May God enlarge the territory of Japheth, and
may he share the prosperity of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant."



  

This could also be a Messianic prophecy.
God Tabernacled with us,

taking upon Himself a Jewish “tent.”  

He who was from the beginning
and who was without beginning became flesh. 

 
He shall dwell in the Tent of Shem.

Gen 9:27; “May God enlarge the territory of Japheth, and
may he share the prosperity of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant."



  

Noah was the last recorded man
to live more than 900 years. 

The life span of man
decreased rapidly after the flood.

We tend to think of Noah’s ministry
as that which took place prior to the flood

and in the survival through the flood, but Noah 
continued to live another 350 years after the flood.

Though we are not told the details
of his post-flood ministry, I have little doubt

that he continued to serve God.

Gen 9:28-29; “Noah lived another 350 years after the Flood. 
He was 950 years old when he died."



  

We have already mentioned several
points of comparison between Adam and Noah.
This parallel suggests that Noah played the part

of a second Adam in guiding the human race.

Both were commended to fill the earth
and to exercise control over it. 

In such a manner, Jesus sent His followers
into the world to make disciples of all the nations. 

Both were blessed by God.
By contrast, Jesus took upon Himself

the wrath of God that was our due.

Gen 9:28-29; “Noah lived another 350 years after the Flood. 
He was 950 years old when he died."



  

Both sinned by the taking of a fruit;
Adam by eating of the forbidden fruit

and Noah by drinking of the fruit of the vine
until he became drunk.  

By contrast, Jesus was without sin,
yet drank the cup of God’s wrath for us.

As a result of their sin, each was naked and
then covered by someone else; Adam was

naked and given coverings of skin by God while
Noah was naked and covered by two of his sons.  

By contrast, Jesus became naked upon the cross
in order to provide the covering for our sins.

Gen 9:28-29; “Noah lived another 350 years after the Flood. 
He was 950 years old when he died."



  

In each case, their sin resulted
in the giving of a curse;

Adam’s sin brought a curse upon all of his progeny. 
while Noah’s sin brought a curse upon Canaan.  

By contrast, Jesus became a curse for us 
so that we might receive the blessings of God.

Both had three sons mentioned in Scripture,
one of whom headed the Messianic line.

Jesus is the Second Adam
and the One who gives eternal rest.

Both of these men looked forward to the coming
of the promised Seed of the woman who

would come to earth to destroy the works of Satan.

Gen 9:28-29; “Noah lived another 350 years after the Flood. 
He was 950 years old when he died."



  

As Noah warned his generation
that the earth would be destroyed by water, 

so the Bible warns us today
that the earth shall be destroyed by fire. 

“LORD IS NOT SLACK concerning His promise,
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering

to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.” 

“But the day of the Lord will come as
a thief in the night; in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the

Elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also,
and the works that are therein shall be burned up.”

(2 Peter 3:9-10;) 



  

LESSONS FOR US?

Obedience is a long-term commitment.
God is longsuffering toward sinners.

God will punish sinners who do not repent.
Faithful men sin and need God's mercy. 

God is faithful and gracious to deliver
and save those who trust in His sons blood

and obey Him in faith.



  

Can we imitate Noah today?



  

I don’t see why not! 
We are not commanded to build arks any more

but to serve God in faithful obedience
in the same way that this man and his family did!

GENESIS 3:15; to 7:16; Summary 

Sons of Adam to Noah.
The Lessons from Noah. 

The Patience of God.
One Righteous Man Can Take A Stand.

Faith and Favour. 
The Great Flood Judgment.

Ark of Safety-God had a plan.

        Can we imitate Noah today?



  

GENESIS 3:15; to 7:16; Summary

The Flood.



  

The Flood itself Gen. 6-8.
Meat for food Gen. 9.

Capital punishment Gen. 9.
Rainbow covenant Gen. 9.
Curse on Canaan Gen. 9.

Generations: Noah’s sons Gen. 10.

Summary Genesis 6-10.
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