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‘‘Please distinguish between the baptism administered by John the baptist and the
baptism authorised by Jesus in Matt. 28:19°",

FIRSTLY I mention that ‘‘baptist’* was not part of John’s name, nor was it a title

of any kind. His name was John. The angel said so (Luke 1:13); his mother said so

(Luke 1:60); and his father said so on the writing tablet (Luke 1:63). John is

described as "John the baptist’’ because he carried out the baptising with his own

hands, Jesus madé-and baptised more disciples than John (and John baptised multi-
f’“pudes) but did not personally immetse anyone — his disciples did the baptismg
~ (John 4:2)).

There are three kinds of baptism mentioned in the New Testament: baptism in -
water, baptism in the Holy Spirit, and baptism in fire (see Luke 3:16,17). The first
is a command to be obeyed; the second was a promise to be bestowed on certain
disciples in the early years of the church; and the third will be ¢ punishment meted
out to all those who refuse and reject Christ. Obviously men had no control over the
baptism in the Holy Spirit, and equally have no say in precisely who will incur the
baptism of fire. Thus the only baptism which directly concerns s in this life isthe .
baptism in water. Baptism in water, despite what some may say, is. the ““one baptism’’ -
mentioned in Eph. 4:4; and it was commanded both by John and’ by Jesus.

Water baptism is of two kinds, prospective and retrospective — the one pointing
forward to the establishment of Christ’s kingdom, and the other pointing back to it.

John's Baptism

John’s baptism was prospective , and was completely valid until Pentecost
(Acts 2:1) and was administered by both John and his disciples and the disciples



3 THE SCRIPTURE STANDARD

of Christ. John the baptist was the forerunner of Jesus, to prepare the people for the
coming of the Lord (John 1:23). There was great need for such preparation. From the
close of Malachi’s prophecy and for about 400 years, God had left the children of
Israel to be guided by the Old Testament, but they drifted far away from it. Various
sects, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, arose and the people were corrupted both
religiously and morally. ‘‘Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’’ was the

cty which John soundea forth. Vast multitudes came to him knowing him to be a
prophet of God, and were baptised by him. Mark 1:4,5 says ‘‘John did baptise in the
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And
there went out unto him all the land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all
baptised of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.’”” We notice that his
baptism was a baptism of repentance just as his message was a call for repentance:
‘*Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance...”” (Luke 3:8) was a prerequisite
of John's baptism. Christ’s baptism also requires to be preceded by repentance. ~
Candidates for John’s baptism confessed their sins prior to baptism, but this does
not seem to be required prior to Christ’s baptism. We notice also from Mark 1:4 that
John's baptism was for (or unto) the remission of sins, just as Christ’s baptism is
for the remission of sins. We appreciate of course that this was part ofthe prospective
nature of John’s baptism, Christ’s blood not yet having been shed for the sins of
mankind. Simultaneously Jesus was also preaching that the kingdom was at hand
and His disciples were baptising the repentant: *‘After these things came Jesus and
His disciples into the land of Judsea; and there He tarried with them and baptised.
And John also was baptising in AEnon near to Salim, because there was much water
there: and they came and were baptised.”” (John 3:23), John's baptism, like Christ’s,
was obviously immersion. We know that John eventually was put in prison and later
beheaded because he was bravely outspoken to King Herod regarding Herod’s sinful
association with Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. Jesus continued the call of
“Repent ye for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’’. People, by and large, accepted
him as the One foretold by John, and followed Him as God’s Messiah. Many continued
to bebaptised by Christ’s disciples and were baptised, of course, with John’s baptism.
Christ’s message, like John’s had been, was that the kingdom of heaven was at
hand — it was not a reality, as we know, until Pentecost. The prospective baptism
of John's continued, therefore, to be administered. It has been suggested that the
- phrase, ‘‘For John was not vet cast into prison’’ (John 3:24) implies that the
administering of John’s baptism ceased after he was committed to prison. But I
really don’t see why it should be thought that God’s will could be thwarted by the
whim of Herod. I couldn’t imagine that Jesus would stop preaching that the ltingdomf‘.\,
of heaven was at hand, just because John had been imprisoned. ’

Christ’'s Baptism

After Christ’s death however, and just before His ascension to heaven, He gave
to His apostles His parting instructions to preach the gospel to every creature and
to administer His (Christ’s) baptism. He said, ‘‘All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth, Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in (into, R.V):
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Heretofore nothing
had been done in the name of Christ, inasmuch as ‘‘all power, or authority” had not
been delivered into His hands,but from His death onwards everything was to be done
in His name (orby His authority). In accordance with these instructions from Christ,
Peter on the day of Pentecost, when asked by his hearers what they must do, said,
“Repent, and be baptised everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins...... » (Acts 2:38). Thus we have the first recorded instance of
baptism heing commanded in the name of Jesus Christ (or in the name of Father,
Son anr Holy Spirit). Thenceforth John’s baptism would be no longer valid, having









