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‘‘guilty, hell-deserving sinners’’. Such is the doctrine. To use Rom. 5:12 as a basis
for the theory that babies are born with Adam’s sin imputed to them, is in my view,
a failure to distinguish between the consequences and the guilt of Adam’s sin. The
verse says that because of Adam’s sin death passed upon all men; it does not say
that sin passed upon all men. Thus the consequences of Adam’'s sin (the legacy we
have inherited) is death; physical death. Thus we all shall die. It is quite another
matter to say that we all inherit the guilt of Adam’s sin and are thus sinners (at
birth) in the sight of God. Nowhere does the Bible say, as far as I know, that we
inherit the guill of any man’s sin. An illegitimate child inherits the consequence
of its parents’ sin (i.e. illegitimacy) and so the child must go through life in that
condition and could suffer in various ways (even through having no legal status).
However, although the child suffers the consequences it does not share in the guilt
of the parents’ sin (in having an illegitimate child). Thus it is quite easy to
inherit the consequences of another’s sin without inheriting the guilt. In like manner
we inherit death as a consequence of Adam’s sin, but we do not share in the guilt.
It is as groundless in scripture as it is repugnant to the mind.

The *‘Original Sin’* doctrine is allied to the doctrine of ‘“Total Depravity”” and
often the two are confused. The following ‘‘proof verses’ advanced in support of
the “‘Original Sin’* concept are often advanced by those who believe in the total
depravity of man. Space allows for only a brief notice:—

Psalm 51:5: ““Behold I was shapen in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive
me’’. This is by far the favourite text. It of course was an anguished cry from the
tortured conscience of the Psalmist. David.

David’s parents could have been offended at his words, for David had a good
pedigree and was the offspring of lawful and honourable marriage; his mother being
a ‘‘handmaid of the Lord’’. David here is referring to man’s evil propensities from
the very earliest age. His late dreadful fall evinced the depravity of which he was
capable. Man certainly has a bias to evil. and sin is thoroughly ingrained in his
nature.

The apostle Paul says something similar in Eph.2:3: *‘...and were by nature
the children of wrath, even as the rest.”’ Man by reason of his physical nature has
the inclination to sin but. at the same time. it is not true to say that man is totally
depraved or entirely evil. for Paul also says (in Rom.2:14) that the Gentiles ‘‘do
by nature the things of the law.’”” They had not received God's law. as the Jews
had, but by their own good nature had endeavoured to observe the wholesome laws
of God. Man indeed has a tendency to evil from even the tender years of infancy
but he is certainly not guilty of sin until he commits it.

Psalm 14:2,3: ‘*Jehovah looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see
if there were any that did understand. that did seek after God. They are all gone;
aside, they are together become filthy there is none that doeth good, no not one."’

This is another verse which is reckoned to show man’s total hereditary de-
pravity. But surely the verse shows that the children of men wen! astray — they
were not born that way. They were not wayward or filthy at birth. ‘“They are all
gone aside...”” **They are together become filthy...’"

Psalm 58:3: **The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as
they are born. speaking lies.’’

The obvious comment is that this verse should not be applied to new-born babies
because they can’t, at that stage. ‘‘speak lies’’. The verse refers to ‘‘the wicked”’.
not to everyone and to persons old enough to consciously tell lies.

Gen. 8:21: ““Jehovah said in His heart. I will not again curse the ground for man’s
sake, for that the imaginaticn of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” Again the






