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The Christological Approach

It seems to me that the whole cosmic drama has crystallised into one great conflict
— the conflict between good and evil. The protagonists are Christ and Satan. God
defines the outcome in the cradle of creative history, the Garden of Eden, when He
says to Satan, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Gen. 3:15
N.LV.). In the very last book of the Bible, John is given an ‘unveiling’ (apocalypse)
of this great unseen conflict, and it is portrayed in startling symbolism. There is a
clear message at each stage. So, what is revealed to John, and how important are the

messages? The Candlesticks

There are seven of them, and they symbolise seven churches which are identified
geographically. Even though these churches are symbolised by candlesticks they are
nonetheless real. The Lord looks at them in turn, assesses their performance, and
pronounces judgment.

The message to succeeding generations from that time onwards is plain and
unambiguous. The Lord knows all about us wherever we are. He fought the initial
great fight against Satan and defeated Him, but He knows that Satan is still rampant
in the world. He desposited the Truth with those who should follow Him. The Church
is His extended arm, and in its several localities He expects that the truth of the
Gospel will burn brightly and with undiminished intensity. We Christians should never
denegrate the value of the Church to the Lord. It is His executive arm in the unremitting
battle against Satan in the quest for the souls of men.

Worthy the Lamb

John now sees a book sealed with seven seals. He wept because there was no
one worthy in heaven, or in earth, or under the earth to open the seals. He is told
not to weep because the Lion of Juda, the Root of David, had prevailed to open the
book. John now sees a Lamb as it had becn slain, and it took the book out of the
hand of He who sat upon the throne. Then the thousands around the throne cried,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing” (5:12). John also saw a great multitude
which no man could number arrayed in white robes. They had come out of great
tribulation and had washed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb (ch.7). Surely
this is a re-affirmation that only Christ can save, and that any righteousness we can
claim is directly attributable to Him. Only He is worthy.

The White Horse

John saw heaven opened, and a white horse whose rider was called Faithful and
True. He went out to judge and to make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and
he had many crowns on his head. He had a name written on His thigh, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. Prior to this (ch. 17) John had seen Satan sym-
bolised as a red beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
Sitting on him was a prostitute with a golden cup filled with abominations and filthiness
of her fornications. On her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS. There were also ten kings who were
accomplices of Satan and the harlot, and an angel said to John, “These shall make
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of Lords, and
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful”.

Here, surely, is unveiled to John the majestic power of Christ and His saints.
What a conquering Saviour! The Lion of Juda shall break every chain, and give us
the victory again and again! The beast and the false prophet are cast alive into the
lake of fire burning with brimstone. But we must remember that evil is still the weapon
which Satan wields against the Church, but the message is that he cannot prevail
against our champion, our Saviour and our Redeemer, the Christ of God.






