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for one thousand years’ duration. I know of no verse in the New Testament which says
that, when Jesus comes again, He will ever set foot upon the earth, much less reign upon
the earth. Jesus is reigning now, and has been [or some two thousand years, and will
continue to reign until all His enemies shall have becn destroyed. The last enemy to be
destroyed will be death, and death will be destroyed when Jesus returns, when death and
hell shall be cast into the lake of fire.

Neither do the relevant verses in Rev. 20 mention anything about a “ reign of
Christ.” Christ will not reign sometime in the future, i.e. when He comes again, but /ias
been reigning, is now reigning and will reign until He comes again; then He shall cease
from reigning. The verse quoted does say, however, that certain individuals will reign,
and will reign with Christ, and these individuals were to be confined to “ those behcaded
for the witness of Jesus and who had not worshipped the beast.” They—those certain
souls—no more and no less a number—were not only to reign with Christ but to live
with Him, for this certain period of time; in a special sense and in a particular way.

The Revelation Fulfilled

When we consider all the profound and momentous events which will accompany
the second and final coming of Jesus, and which will take place simultaneously with His
coming “in the wink of an eye,” one realises that the predictions of John in the
Revelation will not come to pass then, and therefore must have already come to pass.
Indeed it is very doubtful if any of the Revelation has a future application. The book
has, most likely, all now come to pass. It was addressed in general to all those Christians
in the early days of the church who were about to undergo dreadful persecution, and in
particular to the seven churches in Asia.

The book seems to have been written as a warning of things to come and also a
comfort and encouragement when these things did come to pass. The liberal use of
symbols and figurative language gives us much difficulty in understanding it now; but
those to whom it was addressed were no doubt more able to understand and interpret
the imagery. It is said that the signs and symbols were used in order to cloud the
meaning of the book to those for whom it was not intended, i.e. the enemies of the
gospel, and thereby acted in the sense that a letter in code would do today. In like
manner Jesus, at one time, spoke in parables to the people but gave the interpretation
thercof privately to His disciples. Certain phrases seem to confirm this outlook on the
book and the fact that the fulfilment of the prophetical content of the book would not
be long delayed, but would come to pass even in the lifetime of some then living: for
example “ Hold fast that which thou hast till I come.” If this was intended to be a
comfort to Christians living under persecution nearly two thousand years ago (and it
was) then clearly it could not be referring to His second coming, but referred to His
coming to them in some special way and making His presence felt in comforting them
in their trials. The imagery of the book certainly seems to portend trials and tribulation
—the beasts; famines; pouring out of the vials; scourges, pestilences and many other
disasters—all seemingly indicative of imprisonment, torture and death itself in store for
Christ’s followers.

Assurance of Victory

“

In the sixth chapter; we have the vision of the “ souls under the altar "—the souls
of those beheaded for the testimony of God—an abject picture of apparent defeat. The
scenes and symbols continue until this twentieth chapter where we see again the souls
of those beheaded for the testimony of God—but this time in glory and victory and
sitting upon thrones (this being described as a resurrection or vindication of their cause).
There follows in the closing chapters of the book, the glorious eventual and ultimate
victory of the church, emerging from those dark days of persecution and entering upon
a more peaceful time. John’s closing words again indicate the immediacy of the events
foretold in the book, * He that testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly, Amen.
Even 60, come Lord Jesus.,” Jesus promises to John and his contemporaries that He
would “ come ” soon and give succour to them in the distressing times ahead, outlined
in the book.






