Introduction
“…In principle, other “Armageddons” have taken place and perhaps shall yet be in the future
because Satan continues to wage battle against the purpose of God. Satan did not cease to exist,
and he has employed other methods to fight against the kingdom of God on earth. But not since
the time of the Roman Empire has he had a world dominion enforcing his policies…”

Body of the Study
Introduction
Celebration Over the Fall of Babylon
The Voice from the Throne
The Defeat of the Beast
The Call to the Supper
The Defeat of Evil

Homework and preparation for next week:
Re-read chapter 19
Read the notes as a review of the study
Read chapter 20 in preparation for the next study
The marriage of the Lamb is almost passed over in the chapter, yet it is the culmination of the
ages – the purpose for which Christ died. What was it that made the bride ready for the groom?
How does betrothal (a stronger state than ‘engagement’) describe our present relationship to
Christ?
What confidence do we have that a “wedding invitation” has our name on it?
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Notes for study 21: Revelation Chapter 19
“…In principle, other “Armageddons” have taken place and perhaps shall yet be in the future
because Satan continues to wage battle against the purpose of God. Satan did not cease to exist,
and he has employed other methods to fight against the kingdom of God on earth. But not since
the time of the Roman Empire has he had a world dominion enforcing his policies1…”

Introduction
The scene moves back to God’s Throne Room, and here we see the Throne (19:4,5), the four
living creatures (19:4), the twenty-four elders (19:4), the great multitudes (19:1,6), and the Lamb
victorious (19:11-15).

Celebration Over the Fall of Babylon
The christians were told to rejoice over the fall of Babylon, and that the persecution of God’s
people had ceased (18:20). Now we see the rejoicing in heaven. “…After this I heard what
sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory
and power belong to our God,…” (19:1 NIV). This is a direct contrast to the laments of
Babylon’s supporters. The multitude rejoiced because of the victory that God had delivered. The
Greek language has the definite article before the praises to God “the Salvation, and the glory,
and the power belong to our God” which shows the perfection, completeness, and uniqueness of
each of the three accolades. The remainder of the sentence shows the reason for the rejoicing
“…for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the
earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants."…” (19:2 NIV). The
word for here means because. The Power, Salvation, and Glory belong to God because His
judgements are true and just. He has brought revenge on the persecutors of His people, and cut
them down to nothing, when the rest of the world thought that they were unmovable (cf 13:4).
Babylon the Great’s fall was immense “…And again they shouted: "Hallelujah! The smoke from
her goes up for ever and ever."…” (19:3 NIV), and mirrors the smoke from Satan’s worshipers
(14:11).
The rejoicing intensifies to all those who were gathered around the throne “…The twenty-four
elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne.
And they cried: "Amen, Hallelujah!"…” (19:4 NIV). We return to the Throne Room as described
in chapter 4. A three-fold rejoicing is described – the multitude (19:1), and again in 19:3, and the
elders, and the living creatures (19:4).

The Voice from the Throne
John hears a voice come from the throne, although it is not revealed who it originated from.
Initially we might think it came from God, but this is not the case, since the voice rejected John
when he bowed to worship it (19:10), and it is a message to praise Him. “…Then a voice came
from the throne, saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and
great!"…” (19:5 NIV). It is a message of support for God who has brought justice (as promised)
to His people. The message is supported by the multitudes “…Then I heard what sounded like a
great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
"Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns…” (19:6 NIV).

1

Harkrider, p. 223

Study of Revelation (Revised 2010) by Graeme Offer

© Graeme Offer 2009
154

[From chapter 17:3-6] .
There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was
covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads
and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and
scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and
pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with
abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.

…and there before me was a white horse, whose
rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he
judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns.
… 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood,
and his name is the Word of God.

But the beast was captured, and with him the false
prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his
behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had
received the mark of the beast and worshiped his
image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery
lake of burning sulfur.

.

Artwork by Pat Marvenko Smith, copyright 1992
1-800-327-7730 – www.revalationillustrated.com

Study of Revelation (Revised 2010) by Graeme Offer

© Graeme Offer 2009
155

The announcement comes about the marriage of the Lamb. The rejoicing commenced with
overthrowing of the avenger, and now quickly turns to rejoicing for a joyous occasion. “…Let us
rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has
made herself ready…” (19:7 NIV). The marriage of the Lamb is introduced here, although it is
not fulfilled until chapter 21.
There is an exact parallel here for our salvation. We rejoice because God does not impute to us
the punishment that we do deserve (by His mercy), which quickly turns to more joy when we
receive our reward in heaven that we do not deserve (by God’s grace). As christians we are twice
blessed in this regard!
Concerning the bride, Hailey notes2:
Two women have already been introduced: the radiant woman (chap. 12) and the harlot
(chap. 17). Now a third, designated the wife of the Lamb. She is the radiant woman under
this new symbol, and her appearance gives fresh cause for rejoicing. With the removal of
the harlot, the great enemy and rival of the church, the marriage of the Lamb has come;
therefore the saints “rejoice and be exceeding glad”.
The NIV Bible Commentary adds:
There is also rejoicing because the "wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has
made herself ready" (v. 7). This is John's way of giving us a glimmer of the next great
vision at the close of the former one (cf. 21:2, 9). Contrast the prostitute and her immoral
lovers in the preceding chapters with the Lamb and his chaste bride ("fine linen, bright
and clean").
The bride is the heavenly city, the New Jerusalem (21:2, 9), which is the symbol of the
church, the bride of Christ, the community of those redeemed by Christ's blood. The
wedding imagery was for the Jews a familiar image of the kingdom of God. Jesus used
wedding and banquet imagery in his parables of the kingdom (Mt 22:2ff.; 25:1-13; Lk
14:15-24). The OT used this figure for the bride of Israel (Eze 16:1ff.; Hos 2:19), and NT
writers applied it to the church (2Co 11:2; Eph 5:25ff.). Heaven's rejoicing has signaled
the defeat of all God's enemies. The time of betrothal has ended. Now it is the time for
the church to enter into her full experience of salvation and glory with her beloved
spouse, Christ. The fuller revelation of the realization of this union is described in chs.
21-22. (NIVBC).
The bride (the church – Eph 5:32) is prepared to meet her husband, and has well-prepared
wedding garments “…Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for
the righteous acts of the saints.)…” (19:8 NIV). There is a direct parallel here to Jesus’ parable of
the wedding ceremony (Matt 22:1-14). Whilst wedding garments were freely provided, one man
refused to wear what had been provided, but decided to front-up anyway (vs 12). He was not
accepted at the wedding because he had not adequately prepared himself. And so it is as we
prepare ourselves for the wedding with the Lord.
These "righteous acts" (GK G1468) do not imply any kind of meritorious works that
would bring salvation. Rather, there is a delicate balance between grace and obedient
response to it. The bride is "given" the garments, but she "has made herself ready" for the
wedding by faithfulness and loyalty to Christ (cf. 3:4-5, 18). (NIVBC).
“…Then the angel said to me, "Write: `Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper
of the Lamb!' " And he added, "These are the true words of God."…” (19:9 NIV). John was
specifically instructed what to write. Here is the fourth beatitude from the letter (the others are
1:3; 14:13; 16:15; and there are another three yet to follow). John reacts by wanting to worship
the angel “…At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a
2
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fellow servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."…” (19:10 NIV). Why John moved to
worship an angel (or anyone other than God for that matter) is perplexing. The NIV Bible
Commentary suggests:
John, who was himself a prophet and who had received clear revelation about idolatry,
now falls prey to this temptation (cf. also 22:8). Whether John included these references
to his own failure because he knew of the tendency toward angel worship in the churches
of Asia is not clear. Be that as it may, we need to recognize how easy it is to fall into
idolatry. Whenever Christians give anyone or anything other than God control of their
lives, they have broken the first commandment. (NIVBC)

The Defeat of the Beast
Previously, God’s enemies have been introduced as Satan (chapter 12), the two beasts (chapter
13), and the harlot (chapter 17). Now their destruction is described in the reverse order – the
harlot (chapter 18), the beasts (chapter 19), and finally Satan (chapter 20). Hailey notes3:
Satan is the only personal being in the group; the two beasts and the harlot are symbolic
personifications of anti-God power, false religion, and seductive lusts of the flesh, the
instrumentalities used by Satan in the war against God and His kingdom.
As John looks into heaven, we see the next part of the visions expressed “…I saw heaven
standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True.
With justice he judges and makes war…” (19:11 NIV). Whilst the identity of the rider is not
explicitly given, there is no question that it is the Christ. His identity as ‘Faithful and True’ was
revealed in 1:5 and 3:14, and are supported by the further descriptions that follow.
A white horse is a sign of victory (cf 6:2). In the former vision the crown (stephanos) showed His
victory over Satan. Hailey notes4:
Following that victory He went forth with the gospel “conquering and to conquer” (6:2),
to conquer the souls of men, making them citizens of His kingdom. Now He is seen in a
different role, as in righteousness He judges and makes war against all who would hinder
His purpose and destroy His kingdom; He brings each enemy to defeat and destruction.
Christ is further revealed as the rider “…His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many
crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself…” (19:12 NIV). His
eyes are described in 1:14 and 2:18. Whilst Satan has seven crowns (diadems) – (12:3), or even
ten (13:1). But the Christ is wearing ‘many crowns’ which show His complete royal nature.
The description a name written on him that no one knows but he himself is of some confusion.
One explanation is that we can only grasp and know what has been revealed to us. That is true
about what we know of people, and it is true that we can only know of God what He has chosen
to reveal to us. Likewise, concerning the Christ, we can only know and understand the mystery
surrounding His being, if it is revealed to us.
The description continues “…He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word
of God…” (19:13 NIV). The explanation of the blood is multi-layered. On one hand, we are
purchased with His blood, and it is only through that sacrifice that we are brought (and bought)
into a relationship with God. Then there is the blood of the martyrs that was shed (2:13; 6:9,10;
7:14), and the blood on the robe could reflect their blood. John connects the blood on the robe
with the winepress (19:15), and Hailey proposes a parallel to the blood and winepress from Isaiah
6:1-65:
3
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His garment was sprinkled with His enemies’ blood when He tread the winepress. This
parallel leads to the conclusion that the blood sprinkled upon the Rider’s garment is that
of His enemies and not His own or that of His own people who had died for His cause.
…the explanation based in Isaiah 63 is preferable because the theme of the chapter is war
and judgement, not redemption per se.
The verse also includes the statement ‘his name is the Word of God’ which is a specific reference
from John’s gospel to Jesus (Jn 1:1-3, 14).
The triumphant nature of Jesus’ victory is proclaimed “…The armies of heaven were following
him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean…” (19:14 NIV). The white
clothes were a sign of purity, and the linen was a fine garment worn by the priests. “…Out of his
mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an
iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty…” (19:15 NIV).
The Hebrew writer tells us that the word of God (that which proceeds out of our mouths) is alive
and powerful and sharper that any two-edged sword (Heb 4:12). However, Hailey notes6:
The sharp sword which proceeds out of His mouth is not the word of the gospel by which
men are converted, but the sword or word of judgement. This sword out of His mouth
was a characteristic description of the glorified Christ (1:16; [2:12]). With it He would
make war against the unfaithful in the church (2:16), and in a far greater judgement He
would smite the heathen nations and their idolatry.
Of course we should note that it is the word of Christ that will judge us (Jn 12:48), and the word
of God which will save us from our sin will equally condemn us!
If any doubt remains as to who the rider is, it is revealed in the next verse “…On his robe and on
his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS…” (19:16 NIV).
Jesus, the Lamb is the one who is King of Kings (1:5), and is Lord of Lords (17:14).

The Call to the Supper
The angel announces the call to the great supper of God “…And I saw an angel standing in the
sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, gather together for the
great supper of God…” (19:17 NIV). The call was made far and wide, for people to be gathered
together. The birds (metaphorically) would be able to quickly fly to remote places to send the
news. However in this case, this is not a joyous supper like the marriage feast, but rather “…so
that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the
flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great."…” (19:18 NIV). It was God’s enemies who
would be gathered. Their destruction would be complete. One group is destined for victory, the
other is destined for the lake of fire.

The Defeat of Evil
The battle of Armageddon was forecast in 16:13-16, although not described there. We are now
looking at the same event from a different perspective. “…Then I saw the beast and the kings of
the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his
army…” (19:19 NIV). The battle lines have been drawn. On one side are Christ and His
followers, and on the other are Satan and the forces of evil. “…But the beast was captured, and
with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf…” (19:20
NIV). The outcome of the battle was always certain and predictable. The two workers of Satan
are both captured and overcome. Hailey notes7:
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The signs wrought in the sight of the sea-beast to deceive the heathen worshippers
(13:13f.; 19:20) and cause them to be identified (marked) as emperor worshipers (13:16f.;
14:9, 11; 16;2; 19:20; 20:4) confirm that the false prophet and the earth-beast are the
same.
“…With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped
his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur…” (19:20
NIV). The battle was over, and the victory complete “…The rest of them were killed with the
sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves
on their flesh…” (19:20 NIV). The ‘rest’ are the kings of the earth and those who make up their
armies. They are also cast into the lake of fire, but it doesn’t happen until the final judgement
(20:15).
The conclusion aptly is summed up by Hailey8:
The victory is won, and the defeat of the beast and his ally, the false prophet is complete.
The Roman power and the paganism which it supported are now destroyed forever. The
vision of Daniel is fulfilled (Dan 7:11), and in this defeat and destruction is revealed the
destiny of all such powers that should ever arise to fight against God and His kingdom.
This is God’s guarantee of victory to the saints who lived then and to all who would
come after them, even until the end of time. … The sword of truth and judgement
prevailed over the sword of political force and human wisdom in false worship.
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