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the House of Israel”. Likewise, when the gospel of Christ was preached, subsequent
to Pentecost, it was preached firstly to Jews. Although Paul was to be “a light to the
Gentiles™ he laboured initially with Jews and when travelling the first place he made
for was the Synagogue. In fact, until Philip preached to the Samaritans and Peter
preached to Gentiles (Cornelius), the church consisted solely of many thousands of
Jews. And so the Jews had every opportunity to receive the gospel and enter the
church, especially bearing in mind that the gospel was to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek. Paul eventually became disenchanted with the Jewish reaction to the gospel,
and when the Jews at Antioch “spake against those things which were spoken by Paul,
contradicting and blaspheming. Paul and Barnabus waxed bold, and said, IT WAS
NECESSARY that the word of God should FIRST have been spoken to you: but seeing
ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to
the Gentiles.” (Acts 13:46) To support his contention that *a remnant” of Israel would,
in fact, be saved (and this is a far cry from “all Israel” being saved) Paul quotes the
occasion when Elijah, in hiding, complained to God that the children of Israel, after
throwing down God’s altars, forsaking God’s covenant and slaying God’s prophets
with the sword (so that Elijah was the only one left): were now intent upon finding
Elijah to put him to death. “But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have
reserved unto Myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image
of Baal. Even so then AT THIS PRESENT TIME ALSO there is a remnant according
to the election of grace.” (11.5). And so, it seems, that the saved “remnant” was in
process in Paul’s day and not something reserved for “the Millennium™.

The latter part of Chap. 11 strikes a note of caution directed towards the Gentiles.
Although Israel, by and large, had fallen by the wayside, and the Gentiles had proved
to be rcady beneficiaries of the gospel, God would use the situation by trying to
provoke the Jews to jealousy (11:11). Under the O.T. economy Israel had had the
pre-eminence and the Gentiles “had been strangers from the covenant of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.” But now, in the gospel age, the roles
seemed reversed, in that the Gentiles were now pre-eminently followers of God’s Son,
whereas the Jews had not only spurned Him but crucified Him. Paul hoped that even
he, personally, might “by any means, provoke to emulation them which are my flesh
(Israelites), and might save some of them”. Paul hoped, by the preaching of Christ, to
save some of his countrymen and states that “if they abide not still in unbelief” they
can be reconciled again to God. That was a big “IF” and 2,000 years have passed
without any appreciable change in the attitude of Jewish indifference. That was how
things stood in Paul’s day, but what did Paul say of the future? This brings us to the
verses mentioned by Brother Wood, where Paul, cautions the Gentiles not to be smug
or complacent in their favoured position, because the roles could easily be reversed
again and the Jews, “if they abide not still in unbelief”, could be restored again to
God’s favour. “For,” says Paul, (the verse at issue) “I would not brethren, that ye
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits: that
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved ...”

Coniclusion

And so, where does all this take us? At the end of the day we must all make up
our own minds as to what is meant by “until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in”,:
and David Lipscomb in his Commentary agrees “it is a difficult question and so receives
different answers from different people”.

Space is dwindling but certain points should be noted:—

(1.) We are not told how long “the times of the Gentiles” would last, whether 100
years: 1,000 years or cven until Christ returns. As remarked earlier, 2,000 years have
already passed whercin the Jews have shown little interest in the gospel. We should
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also note that the word “Until” does not always signify some activity thereafter. For
instance Michal had no children UNTIL her dying day (2 Sam. 6:23): she certainly
had very few children after her dying day. “UNTIL the time of reformation” (Heb.
10:9) does not suggest earthly activity thereafter nor does “UNTIL the times of restitu-
tion of all things” (Acts 3:21). Thus “UNTIL the times of the Gentiles” might not
signify activity thereafter.
(2.) “And so all Israel shall be saved” does not mean that every Jew will be saved any
more than every Gentile will be. Paul says he agonised that “he might save some of
them”. Why agonise to save “some” if “all” are going to be saved. The phrase “And
so” all Israel will be saved, means “in this way”. “All Israel” will be saved, in this
way if they are going to be saved at all. In what way? the rest of the verse tells us:
by faith and acceptance of the “Deliverer”: Jesus Christ. That was how “all Israel”
would be saved. It also depends upon what Paul means by ‘Israel’ for, earlier, he
says, “For they are not all Israel, that are of Israel, neither because they are Abraham’s
seed, are they children.” (Rom. 9:6), and “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly”
(Rom. 2:28), and “they that are of faith (in Christ) the same are the sons of Abraham”
(Gal. 3:7). In any case, Jesus, Himself, said the broad road to destruction contains
the masses, and few would find the K. of G. FEW (not “all”) will be saved.
(3.) There is nothing to be gained by Jews returning to Palestine. Jews must become
Christians (and lose Jewish identity) and they can be Christians equally well in any
part of the world. Paul, on his travels, made hundreds of Jewish converts, but did not
seem to advise them all to “head for Palestine”: in fact, they established churches in
their own locality.
(4). If, after “the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” there is a period of time when
Jews are converted in great numbers: this, as stated previously, will surely be cause
for great rejoicing but they will receive no special dispensation, and will have to
embrace the gospel like anyone else. This possibility does not, however, bolster any
idea of a “millennium” or “1,000 years reign.” The Jews will require to undergo their
dramatic conversions prior to the coming of Christ, for, on that day, all opportunitiues
of obeying the gospel will cease. We are presently living ‘in the last days’ or ‘last
times’ (Acts 2:17) and there will obviously be ‘a last day’ (John 6:39) when momentous
events will occur. Christ will return on that day, “For the Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” (1Thess. 4:16). The General Resurrection will
also take place that day (John 6:44). That day will also be Judgment Day (Matt.
25:31). This will not happen over a period of time but “in the twinkling of an eye”.
The then living will join the resurrected dead to meet the Lord in the air and all shall
be changed. The earth will be destroyed that same day (2 Peter 3:9) « ... the earth
and the works therein shall be burned up”. The gospel is to be preached in all the
world until Christ returns: thus there seems little room for ‘A Millenium’ or “1,0600
years reign”. Luke 21:24 gives no information re Jerusalem’s future but Peter says
“the earth” (with Jerusalem, New York and London etc) will be destroyed. Rom.
11:25 says nothing about Jews returning to Palestine, and National Israel will never
be reconstituted: even if it could be. Surely no rational Bible student can really believe
that the Levitical Priesthood will again preside over animal sacrifices in Jerusalem at
a literal altar in a temple of stone: when Christ the Lamb had already died for sins.
Surely the church even in N.T. times suffered greatly from Judaizers, and Paul wrote
much to counteract such influence, expressing amazement that Christians would want
‘“to turn again to the weak and beggarly elements whereunto ye desire again to be in
bondage.” If, after “the times of the Gentiles” the Jews come to Christ in great
numbers; this will be wonderful but it will have to happen before Christ’s return on
the ‘last day’. The Jews are certainly not “written off” by God: for He still loves them
and will save them, like all others, through the gospel of our Lord and Saviour.
EDITOR.



